
Question:  What do you get when you combine hand-sculpted Italian plaster, 12 inch 

wide Haida Skirl cedar siding,  moose antlers, and a 400 lb Taiwanese wood stove? 

 

Answer:  Our cottage at 909 Star Hill Lane on Black Lake. 

 

The 2nd of 3 cottages on our laneway was started in 1976 by the Izsaks family, as a 

modest 1 1/2 story chalet style cottage. We still have the 3 pages of  8 1/2 X 11 inch 

plans the builder used..  The Izsaks' legacy was a cottage with good bones, great location, 

and, as it turns out, wonderful neighbours who have been on Black Lake for decades. 

 

What differentiates our place are some "quirky" design choices.  Hand-trowelled, 

swirling plaster ceilings; a feature wall with dozens of 2 x 4, 2 x 6 and 2 x 8 boards 

protruding into the living room, surrounding a circular knick-knack shelf; and a 

hopelessly complex spiral staircase, encircling a debarked swamp cedar trunk with 

multiple protruding branches (many of which resemble a certain "male appendage"), 

supporting the upper floor. 

 

Visitors are greeted, as they come down the driveway, by an enormous set of moose 

antlers acting as handles to the garage door.  Inside, they (were) warmed on cool Autumn 

nights by a strange cast iron wood stove, (subsequently replaced  for  WETT 

certification).  We later learned that it had originated in Taiwan in the 1970s, and found 

its way to Lanark County mainly because it served as heavy ballast on ocean freighters 

returning empty to Canada. 

 

After 20 years, the Izsaks sold the property to the Van Reimsdyk family, whose legacy 

focused on exterior improvements over their 13 years.  They replaced a rocky goat path 

to the waterfront with a terraced walkway; installed a floating dock; a patio behind the 

garage; and a screened porch to keep the bugs at bay. 

 

We  purchased the cottage in 2009, and almost immediately addressed the most glaring 

omission, a deck on the "money side" facing the water.  We, with the help of our son, 

Brian, added a full width front deck in 2010, cantilevered over the 20 ft drop, creating a 

vantage point for enjoying the scenery and the wildlife in the treetops.  Sunrises with our 

morning coffee, a cold beer in the cool afternoon breezes, and evening sunsets, all 

without moving our Adirondack chairs.  Paradise! Why did it take 35 years to create this 

glorious extension of our cottage living space?  Legacies are not created overnight. 

 

As the years go by, we try to add a little bit every year.  A modest kitchen update in 2010.  

A legal woodstove in 2011.  Replacing the old fuse box in 2012.  A TV antenna, and 

replacing a 300 lb,  old-school TV, in 2013, with an HD TV and Internet Hub. 

 

Every investment makes our cottage more like our home.  A bathroom update and 

expansion of the main floor bedroom will hopefully allow us to continue to live in the 

cottage as we age into our golden years.  Soon......when we get around to it........ 

 

Bob and Maxine Porter 



 

 


