
 
Keep your basement dry and protect our water 
at the same time. 
 

As a property owner, big or small, you want to protect your most valuable asset from water-related 

damage. At the same time, protecting the aquifer and our lakes and rivers is a priority for the economy, 

enjoyment and health of people in Eastern Ontario. This session will introduce practical how-to 

information about managing rain on your land to reduce flood risk and save money while protecting 

your neighbourhood, your aquifer and local waterways. 

 

Stormwater:  In nature, rainfall is absorbed into the ground, taken up by vegetation, and evaporated 

from foliage. In cities and towns the proliferation of hard surfaces like buildings, roads, and parking lots 

interrupt the water cycle and prevent infiltration. As a result, more than half the rainfall becomes 

stormwater runoff. This is negatively impacting recreational lakes in Eastern Ontario and across Canada. 

Runoff is a serious and growing problem causing flooding, erosion, and other damaging impacts. 

Frequency of severe wet weather is increasing at the same time. Stormwater has also become a leading 

cause of poor surface water quality. As rain flows over pavement it picks up nutrients like fertilizer and 

animal wastes, oil, heavy metals, road salt, cigarette butts, and more. These pollutants are carried 

untreated into rivers and lakes, damaging aquatic ecosystems, limiting recreational uses like swimming 

and fishing, and threatening source water for drinking downstream. Managing rain where it falls and 

using it as a resource can turn this around to everyone’s benefit. 

 

Speaker: Sharyn Inward, LEED AP, Director of Water Programs, Green Communities Canada. Sharyn has 

2 decades of experience developing and implementing province-wide and nation-wide community-

based environmental action programs. Her program messages have reached hundreds of thousands of 

people and achieved considerable environmental benefits. Sharyn's latest work includes developing and 

implementing RAIN Community Solutions (addressing lot-level stormwater management in communities 

across Canada). Other work for Green Communities Canada has included developing Well Aware 

(private well stewardship), Pesticide Free Naturally and Depave Paradise. Sharyn's programs, RAIN 

Community Solutions and Well Aware, have both won national and provincial awards and recognition. 

 

Green Communities Canada (GCC) is a national association of community organizations that help people 

go green – in their homes and gardens, on the road, at work and in the community. Sharing knowledge 

and best practices, GCC is a leader in delivering programs and services at the community level, and is 

represented in every region of the country. 


