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Initial Black Lake Shoreline Analysis 

Natural shorelines (often called the Ribbon of Life) 
are critical to keeping our lake clean and 
healthy.    They act like natural filters catching and 
holding all kinds of nutrients and contaminants run-
ning into the water from the upland area.   They are 
the water’s best protection against erosion and pro-
vide free valuable habitat for birds, fish and other 
wildlife.    

This past fall the BLPOA, in conjunction with RVCA 
(Rideau Valley Conservation Authority), completed 
an initial analysis of our lake shoreline.  This assess-
ment was intended to document a preliminary 
evaluation on the overall quality of the shoreline sur-
rounding Black Lake. The values referenced below 
are approximations.  While the findings can be con-
sidered more positive than negative, we should view 
these results as a good place to start from... not a 
“great place to end up at”.  In reality any/all improve-
ments in the quality of our shoreline (and associated 
impact on the health of our lake water) will be the 
results of the individual efforts we choose to make. 

A map of the entire lake perimeter was created and 
the waterfront was categorized using the following 
standard “MAPLE” classifications (Mutual Associa-
tion for the Protection of Lake Environment in On-
tario).  Worth noting, this analysis was not intended 
to be judgemental concerning individual property 
owners and the status of their shorelines.  For that 
reason the BLPOA chose not to include the shore-
line assessment map in this newsletter.  A “soft” 
copy can/will be made available to anyone express-
ing an interest in seeing it by emailing your request 
to Bob Everett at rzeverett@sympatico.ca 

Natural 

♦ no significant human disturbance on land or in the 
water body  

♦ a thick buffer of healthy native vegetation provides 
habitat and food for various organisms  

♦ water quality and erosion control are good 

 

Regenerative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦ significant efforts have been made for restoration to 
a pre-development state  

♦ less than 25 percent of the shoreline is disturbed for 
dock/water access  

♦ the presence of native vegetation is vital to the re-
generation of healthy ecosystems  

♦ the ability of the property to control erosion and run-
off is good  

 
Ornamental 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
♦ development has focused on shoreline aesthetics 

and industry  

♦ natural vegetation has been removed and replaced 
with groomed grass and other non-native vegetation  

(Continued on page 3) 



 

 
 

Initial Black Lake Shoreline Analysis (cont.) 

♦ construction of retaining walls, onshore structures 
and docks has significantly impacted wildlife habitat 
and the ability of the shoreline to slow runoff inputs 
of nutrients and pollution  

 

Degraded 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
♦ an area where restoration is needed as soon as pos-

sible 

♦ development with little consideration for: 
∗ river ecology 

∗ impacts from boat wakes which can result in ero-
sion 

∗ runoff from roads and driveways that flow directly 
into the water 

∗ garbage and debris that pollute the shoreline 
habitat 

Findings 
Percentage Breakdown of Black Lake Shoreline Classifi-
cations: 

NATURAL   55% 
REGENERATIVE  30% 
ORNAMENTAL  15% 
DEGRADED        0% 

Next Steps... 
Arrangements have been made with the RVCA’s Shore-
line Naturalization Program to hold a workshop focus-
sing on what we can do as individual property owners to 
improve the overall quality of our lake shoreline.  This 
will be held @ the Everett cottage, 351 West Bay Drive 
on Saturday May 8, 2010 from 10:00 a.m. to noon.  All 
participants will receive a mixture of shoreline vege-

(Continued from page 2) tation free of charge to “kick-start” your indi-
vidual naturalization initiatives— funded 75% 
by the RVCA and 25% by the BLPOA!  In order 
to qualify for this, we require advance notice of 
your plans to attend.  As the BLPOA  has limited 
finances available for their share of funding for 
this program, free plants will be provided on a “1st 
come basis”... so register early!  
 
Feel free to pass this invitation on to your Black 
Lake neighbours (BLPOA members/non-
members alike) as the more who participate the 
greater the positive impact in the future of our 
lake! 

Workshop Registration Contacts: 
(Please provide your name and interest in obtain-
ing/planting the free shoreline vegetation) 

Bob Everett 

Email...  rzeverett@sympatico.ca 

Cottage Phone (with voice mail)... 613-267-0060 

The Shoreline Naturalization Program also pro-
vides site visits to individual waterfront property 
owners interested in developing a “custom plan” 
to enhance and naturalize their waterfront.  The 
program offers experienced biologists, with the 
know-how to plan and order any plants you need 
and extra muscle for the actual planting.  Best of 
all, the program provides a 75 percent incentive 
grant up to a maximum of $1,000 for approved 
shoreline naturalization projects.  

RVCA is always interested in helping with more 
projects.  To find out more or to set up a site visit, 
please contact Andrea Klymko, Shoreline Stew-
ardship Technician, at 613-692-3571 (1-800-267-
3504) ext 1173 or andrea.klymko@rvca.ca. 

On behalf of the BLPOA, I would like to express 
our collective thanks to Andrea Klymko and 
RVCA for their continued support in helping us 
work to preserve the quality of Black Lake and 
surrounding geography. 

Bob Everett 


