
Hello Black Lakers, 

Finally, a glimpse of spring.  
For us permanent residents 
it’s been (in order) winters 
of freezing rain, snow and 
this year, cold.  That’s what 
makes this place sooo 
much fun!  Today (Sunday 
March 15th) I augured a 
hole in the ice just in front 
of our place in West Bay 
and the ice was approx 30” 
thick. Remember that when 
we’re all complaining of the 
heat in mid-August! 

We all owe a huge debt of 
gratitude to Chris Brett, 
Brian Kerr and Robert 
Pierman for their much 
appreciated work in break-
ing down a number of bea-
ver dams in Black Lake 
Creek late last fall/early this 
winter. Black Lake property 
owners who added their 
names to the email distri-

bution list (http://
blacklakeassociation.ca/
home/contact-us/
manage-your-
subscriptions/) will have 

received a message from 

our website administrator, 
Bruce Burwell, in December 
describing this event. I am 
certain without their efforts, 
many of us would have ex-
perienced costly flooding 
issues this spring.  On behalf 
of the BLPOA... Thank-you 
very much! 

Speaking of water (which 
you all know is my #1 prior-
ity), on our website 
(http://blacklakeassociation.
ca/lake-issues/) are details 
of RVCA’s water testing 
results over the past number 
of years.  Notwithstanding 
our zebra mussel issue, 
(which continues to be a 
huge challenge) the quality 

of our lake water has never 
been better.  This is the leg-
acy we will leave to our fami-
lies and future BLPOA mem-
bers.  We can’t afford to take 
it for granted! 

2014 has been another fabu-
lous year at Black Lake for 
the Everett Family and hope 
you have all enjoyed your 
time here as much as we 
have.  I look forward to see-
ing you all at the AGM on 
July 11th.  Please come armed 
with any questions/concerns 
you have about our lake and 
surrounding properties. 
 
Thanks, 
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For locations, see 
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BLPOA website 
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Know Your Neighbour 
From the very 

beginning, the Dudg-
eon’s cottages have al-
ways been about two of 
the most important things 
in life: family and friend-
ship. In 1961, Mary and 
Earl Dudgeon made the 
trek out from Ottawa to 
Black Lake to see the 
properties they would 
soon call their own. They 
learned of the property 
on the lake through their 
friends and next-door 
neighbours in Ottawa, 
Harold and Enid Bennett, 
who discovered the lots 
for sale on the lake. The 
Dudgeon family ended 
up buying three lots for 
$200 each, side by side 
in the middle of the north 
shore.  One for Earl and 
Mary, one for Earl’s par-
ents, Clarence and Doro-
thea Dudgeon, and one 
in between for a little ex-
tra shared space.  Harold 
and Enid had purchased 
the lot right beside Mary 
and Earl’s, making them 
friends and next-door 
neighbours in more 
places than one.  

During the follow-
ing summer, the Dudg-
eon’s (both Clarence and 
Dorothea, and Mary and 
Earl) built their cottages.  
Built originally as a small 
rectangular 20 by 40 foot 
cottage, Mary and Earl’s 
cottage had all the mod-
ern amenities with a 

wood stove, a kitchen with 
running water from the 
lake and even an indoor 
bathroom.  There was a 
bedroom for themselves, 
along with one for their 
young son Philip, and their 
daughter Janet.  The Ben-
netts, rather than building 
right away, tented on their 
property for the first sum-
mer, moving the tent 
around to help determine 
the ideal best spot on the 
land to place their future 
cottage.  With their new 
cottages, the friendship 
between the Dudgeons 
and the Bennetts grew 
even stronger.  Mary re-
members with a smile on 
her face all the laughter 
and memories the families 
shared together over the 
years.  The Bennetts held 
an annual ‘Black Lake Re-
gatta’ with lots of games, 
water sports and of 
course, food.  Costumes 
were often encouraged 
and Mary remembers Har-
old wearing a baby bon-
net, giant diaper and hold-
ing a soother the whole 
time, drawing giggles from 
everybody in attendance. 
They would often play a 
game called “Dump the 
Fruit Basket” which was 
far too energetic for a re-
laxing time at the cottage 
but always ended in huge 
fits of laughter from all.  
When asked, Mary de-
scribed their relationship 

with the Bennetts as 
‘really like family’. 

Clarence and 
Dorothea lived in Nor-
wood, which meant 
the families would 
‘meet in the middle’ on 
the weekends over 
the summer to catch 
up and enjoy some 
shared time at the 
lake.  “Clarence was a 
wonderful father-in-
law,” Mary recounts. A 
World War I vet turned 
dentist, he was in-
credibly generous, 
kind, and always there 
to lend a hand and 
smile. Dorothea, 
equally as wonderful, 
was a quintessential 
busy bee. When she 
wasn’t working in the 
gardens, making mo-
saics, or taking gen-
eral interest classes at 
night, she could be 
found playing games 
and enjoying time with 
her grandchildren. 
With Clarence and 
Dorothea right next 
door, Mary, Earl, 
Philip and Janet were 
able to build a long-
lasting and very spe-
cial relationship with 
Earl’s parents.  

 The cottages 
have all changed over 
the past fifty-plus 
years with additions 
being added here and 

 

“The Dudgeon’s cottages 
have always been about 

two of the most important 
things in life: family and 

friendship.”  

 

“[The] cottage had all the 
modern amenities with a 

wood stove, a kitchen with 
running water from the lake 

and even an indoor 
bathroom. .”  
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gotten older, children have 
grown up, and people have 
moved away, the Dudg-
eon’s cottages have re-
mained a central, happy 
summer hub for all in the 
family. When Clarence and 
Dorothea passed away, 
their cottage remained in 
the family and became 
Janet’s.  She and her hus-
band, Bill Henderson, con-
tinue to spend their sum-
mers at the Lake every year 
sharing their love of the 
lake with their children, 
Matthew and Caitlin, who 
are now married with fami-
lies of their own.  Philip, his 
wife Belinda and their two 
children, Thomas and Re-
becca keep the second cot-
tage and bring Mary, who 
turned 91 this past May up 
to the cottage on the week-
ends.  Belinda has been 
frequenting the cottage 
since she and Philip started 
dating back in high school 
in 1977.   

The cottage has 
always been about family 
and a place slightly different 
than home where the pace 
is just a little more relaxed.  
Mary’s sister Peg along 
with their mother stayed at 
the cottage many times, 
loving every moment of it.  
Janet’s husband Bill, abso-
lutely loves the cottage too, 
using the peace and quiet 
to paint and read.  Thomas 

loves to kayak and enjoy 
time on the lake.  A bench 
sits on the path down to 
the water, where Mary 
has often sat, watching 
her grandkids (and now 
great-grandkids) playing 
in the water.  In many 
ways a full circle has hap-
pened.  She says that the 
cottage is entering an-
other new chapter - one 
with new memories to be 
made. This “new chapter” 
however has the same 
backbone as the ones 
that came before it – one 
that remains at its core a 
centre for family love, 
friendship, and summer 
fun. 

 

Rebecca Dudgeon 

(Great granddaughter of 
Dorothea and Clarence 
Dudgeon) 

renovations undertaken 
there.  A beautiful boat-
house was added to Cla-
rence and Dorothea’s as 
well as a screened in 
porch to the cottage.  
Mary and Earl’s cottage 
has gone through a num-
ber of ‘upgrades’ over the 
years and the Bennett’s 
was completely trans-
formed into a beautiful 
summer retreat.   

With every pass-
ing year, the Dudgeons 
continued to experience 
life in the summer on 
Black Lake. Mary remem-
bers the 1984 tornado that 
ripped through the area, 
causing trees to crash and 
the wind to roar. To this 
day, the damage from that 
storm is still evident in 
many spots around the 
lake.  Philip met one of his 
best friends, Jonathan 
Hooper, on the lake. They 
were “Best Man” at each 
other’s weddings.  Janet’s 
friendship with their 
neighbour in Ottawa, 
Elizabeth Bennett (Enid 
and Harold’s daughter) 
also grew at the cottage, 
with the two of them being 
in each other’s weddings 
years later. All four of 
them are still friends to 
this day and continue to 
regularly enjoy time at 
Black Lake.  

As everyone has 

2015 BLPOA AGM 

July 11, 9 am 

North Burgess Hall 

4174 Narrows Lock 
Rd. 

“The cottage has 
always been about 
family and a place 

slightly different than 
home where the pace 

is just a little more 
relaxed.”  
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Item Size 
Quan-

tity 
Selling Price 

  
Ladies Golf Shirt 
  

M 2 $35.00 

  
Men’s Golf Shirt 
  

L 1 $ 35.00 

  
Hat with Cape 
  

  3 $18.00 

Men’s Short Sleeve T-
Shirt 

S 2 
$15.00(dark blue)/$12.00(light 

blue) 

M 1 $15.00 

L 3 $15.00 

  
Ladies Short Sleeve 
T-Shirt 
  

L 5 $ 15.00 

 

Black Lake  Gear  

Contact Neris Allan  
(nerisallan@gmail.com) 

 

Come to the BLPOA AGM, July 11th, (9am,  North Burgess Hall, 4174 Narrows Lock 
Rd.) or contact Neris Allan (nerisallan@gmail.com) if you are interested in purchasing 
beautiful Black Lake fashions. Neris has the following items in stock, but can order 
more! 

Black Lake Property Owners’ Association 2015 AGM 

Attend  the 2015 AGM (9 am, July 11, North Burgess Hall, 4174 Narrows Lock Rd.) to 
discuss issues of common concern and learn more about 

 Black Lake water quality 

 Lake Networking Group activities 

 Rideau Valley Conservation Authority issues and activities 

 Our communication tools—newsletter, website, email blasts, and  FaceBook 

 Black Lake Gear—shirts, hats. (We deal with Prodedal (www.prodecal.ca), a local 
printing business in Perth.)  
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BLPOA Website Update 
In mid-2014 I took over updating the 
BLPOA web page from Carol Williams. I 
made a few changes to the pages to ex-
tend all the useful information that was 
already contained there. Specifically : 

1. I added a page to contain material 
from the Lake Networking group 
plus links to a few other local or-
ganizations. Have a look at http://
blacklakeassociation.ca/home/
other-associations/ 

2. I added some maps of Black Lake 
http://blacklakeassociation.ca/
home/about-us/maps/ 

3. Water levels seemed to be very 
high in 2014 and the Neumanns 
were tracking the actual levels 
regularly. I added a 2014 graph of 
actual levels at http://
blacklakeassociation.ca/home/lake
-issues/. It will be interesting to see 
how 2015 water levels compare to 
2014. Hopefully a little lower! 

4. We used to manage the email lists 
of members by hand but I intro-
duced an automated way of man-
aging these. You can add (or de-
lete) yourself on our email list by 
going to : http://
blacklakeassociation.ca/home/
contact-us/manage-your-
subscriptions/ 

5. I added a link to our BLPOA Face-
book group on our home page at 
http://blacklakeassociation.ca/. We 
still don’t have a lot of the member-
ship in there so if you do have a 
Facebook account I’d suggest you 
join. It’s a great place to exchange 
Black Lake news, share photos of 
sunsets at the lake etc etc.Some 
recent articles that you might be 
interested in are: 

 May 1 – Al Nittymaa on the 
placing of shoal markers on 
the lake and the dropping 
water level 

 May 1 – Bob Porter on how 
to get good TV reception at 
Black Lake 

 April 19 – Jonathan Hooper 
spots the first tick of the 
year! 

 

If you have any other information you’d 
like to see added on the site just shoot 
me an email. 

  

Bruce Burwell 

bruce.burwell@sympatico.ca 

Pet Tick Alert 

This is a story from a friend of mine who 
used our cottage last fall. It demonstrates 
the need to check your dogs for ticks! 

 

“When we were visiting the Burwell cottage 
at Black Lake at Thanksgiving last year, 
our dog Winston was bit by a tick.  We had 
adopted him on Sunday Oct.5, 2014 and 
went to the cottage the following week-
end.  While at the cottage, we were mostly 
concerned with him not running away and 
not knocking kids over or leaving anyone 

with rope burn on their ankles. (We had to 
tie him to a 20 foot rope.)  However, we 
did not check him for ticks. 

 

Days later I found the tick which had bur-
rowed into his shoulder.  I called the vet 
who said we had to wait 6-8 weeks before 
doing the blood work.  Normal blood lev-
els for a dog should be 0-35, and 
Winston's were through the roof at 492. 
Winston was fighting infection and creat-
ing antibodies to fight it. 



Lake Networking Group — Spring 2015 
Meeting Report 
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Representatives from lake associations 
in eastern Ontario and presenters from 
conservation authorities, the provincial 
government and the health unit at-
tended the Spring Lake Networking 
meeting on April 24, 2015.  

Rideau Valley Conservation Author-
ity Report 
The RVCA annual reports have a 6-
year cycle studying different subwater-
sheds. The 2014 report is on the 
Rideau Lakes subwatershed, which in-
cludes Black Lake, and contains the 
results of monitoring water quality, wa-
ter levels, shorelines and wetlands. 
Black Lake is the only lake in the study 
that improved in water quality, going 
from a “poor” to a “fair” rating. Read the 
full report on the RVCA website: http://
www.rvca.ca/watershed/
subwatershed_reporting/rideau_lakes/
r_lakes.html.  

Blue-green Algae 
The Ontario Ministry of the Environment 
and Climate Change (MOECC) - 
http://www.ontario.ca/ministry-
environment-and-climate-change/ 

has a slide show (available on the BLPOA 
website—http://blacklakeassociation.ca) 
about algal blooms. There is also a new 
fact sheet on potentially toxic blue-green 
algae.  

A bloom is an excessive or nuisance 
amount of growth of one or more species 
of algae. Blooms are unsightly and may be 
odoriferous. Blue-green algae 
(cyanobacteria) blooms are a concern be-
cause they may contain a toxin which is 
released when cell walls are broken.   

Conditions favouring algae growth 

 high nutrient levels, especially phos-
phorus and nitrogen 

 calm or slow moving water, such as 
around docks and in bays 

 strong sun 

Blue-green algae 

Pet Tick Alert (cont.) 
 

The treatment (which in hindsight I 
should have insisted upon the day I 
called - and not wait 8 weeks) is anti-
biotics which are based on the dogs’ 
weight.  Winston took antibiotics for 
28 days at a cost of $262.00 plus the 
vet bill. Costco All-Beef hotdogs 
helped him swallow: he has gained 6 
pounds since!  Finally he had blood 
work done and his blood levels 
dropped to 96 from 492 after 28 
days. It could take a few more 
months to see the level drop to 
norms of 0-35.  Winston does not 
have Lyme disease at this time; 
rather, he has been exposed to the 

bacteria in the Tick that carries Lyme dis-
ease.”  

 

So alert your friends who bring a dog to 
Black Lake dog to check their pet for ticks 
daily. 

While vaccination is best, there are also oils 
to put on the dog’s skin and a collar 
(Preventic) to be used one month before the 
dog is in 'tick' areas. 

 

Bruce Burwell 

Read more about Ticks on the BLPOA Web-
site: http://blacklakeassociation.ca/home/
lake-issues/  

Filamentous green algae 



 warm, shallow water (but may 
be in deeper water) 

 

How to Prevent Algal Blooms 

 avoid use of fertilizers 

 naturalize your shoreline and 
prevent run-off into the lake 

  inspect septic system 

Recognizing blue-green bloom, Un-
derstanding Health Risks, and What 
to Do? 
View the slide show on the BLPOA 
website (http://
blacklakeassociation.ca/home/other-
associations/)  to help recognize  
blue-green algae and under stand the 
health risks. The first sign of exposure 
is itchy skin. 
If you see a bloom:  
 contact Spills Action Centre 

Hotline at 1-800-268-606 or the 
MOECC (http://www.ontario.ca/
ministry-environment-and-
climate-change/) 

  Kingston office at 613-549-
4000 

 do not take samples: take pic-
tures and send to MOECC 

 notify your lake association so 
they can let other cottagers 
know 

 avoid contact with the water: do 
not swim, cook with, wash with, 
or drink the water when a bloom 
is present. 

 do not drink the water: UV light, 
chlorine and boiling are not ef-
fective against blue-green algae 
because they can release toxins 

 do not use an algaecide as it 
would break down the cells and 
release the toxin 

 Be safe, not sorry. While 
30-50% of blue-green 
blooms are non-toxic, and 
the neurotoxins and hepa-
totoxins have to be at a sig-
nificant level to cause harm, 
it is best to be cautious.  
 

What happens when an algae 
bloom is reported? 
MOECC gathers samples, as-
sesses and provides data to the 
Health Unit, which has the re-
sponsibility for decisions on public 
notifications. Samples are proc-
essed in the lab in Toronto in 24 
hours. While blooms are moni-
tored, it can usually be seen 
when they are over. 

Blooms on Local Lakes 
Upper Rideau Lake experienced 
widespread blooms of every col-
our last summer. The Westport 
lagoon had discharged into the 
lake. Dogs were getting sick and 
people were getting itchy from the 
water. The presence of blue-
green algae was confirmed. 
Blooms were also reported on 
Mississippi Lake and Bob’s and 
Crowe Lakes. White Lake was 
the source of the only sample 
with significant amounts of micro-
cystin, the most common toxin. 

What is the most common al-
gae complaint? 
Filamentous green algae are not 
harmful. In Black Lake the growth 
of this kind of algae has in-
creased since zebra mussels 
colonized the lake. It is the bright 
green, stringy algae that attach to 

rocks near the water surface. 
When water levels drop, dried 
algae form the “bathtub ring” 
sometimes are seen on the 
shore. 

Friends of the Tay Water-
shed 
The annual Watershed Dis-
covery Day takes place at the 
Crystal Palace in Perth on 
August 15.  

Watersheds Canada 
This year’s Lake Links event, 
October 24 at the Perth Civi-
tan Hall, will focus on fisher-
ies. 

Federation of Ontario Cot-
tage Associations 
Board member, Terry Ken-
nedy from Pike Lake reported 
that FOCA is working on hy-
dro costs, policing costs and 
blue-green algae.  

Anita Payne 

Read Anita’s full report on the 
Black Lake Association web-
site (http://
blacklakeassociation.ca/
home/other-associations/). 

Lake Networking Group Report (cont.) 
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Check the Tay 
Valley website for 
location and hours 
of opening  of  
waste sites. 
http://tayvalleytwp.ca/resid
ent-services/recycling-and-

waste/ 



Black Lake Property Owners’ Association Mission and Objectives 

BLACK LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION — 2015 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 

As stated in the BLPOA Constitution, the Mission of the Association is to identify and maintain an interest in the 
issues of broad-based concern that may impact the value of owning property abutting Black Lake while at the 
same time promoting or undertaking activities that will help foster a community spirit. 

The objectives of the Association are: 

 To represent all Black Lake Property Owners. 

 To help preserve and/or enhance the quality of life for all residents of Black Lake by providing a forum to 
collectively discuss and, if possible, resolve issues of common concern. 

 To provide a unified voice in all matters pertaining to and directly affecting Black Lake’s water, shoreline, 
watershed and adjacent lands. Issues of on-going interest include, but are not limited to: health of the en-
vironment; crime prevention; fire safety; road maintenance; safety in/on the water; noise/light pollution; 
and, development activity. 

 To monitor the activity of and liaise with the Township of Tay Valley, the Rideau Valley Conservation Au-
thority, government agencies and other lake associations, as appropriate to identify and/or comment on 
the potential impact of an issue or initiative on Association members. 

 To initiate and/or support activities that will facilitate members getting to know their neighbours and de-
velop a sense of community. 

 

Name: _______________________________________     Black Lake Phone Number: ____-____-__________ 

 

Black Lake Property Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address (if different than above): 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Email Address: _______________________________ _______________________________ 

Home Phone Number: ______-______-__________________ 

 

Please mail this form along with payment of $25.00 made payable to: 

Black Lake Property Owner’s Association, P.O. Box 20006, Perth, Ontario, K7H 3M6 

 

You can subscribe to the annual newsletter and occasional email updates at: 

http://blacklakeassociation.ca/home/contact-us/manage-your-subscriptions/ 
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