
 

 
 

 
Black Lake Property Owners’ 

Association Newsletter 

This has been a challeng-
ing year but most reward-
ing because I feel we 
have achieved the goals 
of the BLPOA for this fis-
cal year.   We wanted to 
do our best to educate all 
property owners on what 
the BLPOA is doing and 
not doing for all of us on 
the lake.   We felt if we 
did this we would get 
more IN members- inter-
ested, informed and in-
volved - and we have 
achieved that goal.  Now 
we must aim to get even 
more property owners to 
be IN members of the 
BLPOA.  
 
The biggest challenge to 
the Board was and still is 
to try to convince some 
property owners that the 
purpose of the BLPOA is 
to meet the mission and 
objectives of the Associa-
tion and not to interfere 
and manage your prop-
erty. We are not the po-

lice nor do we have legal 
authority to do anything 
about your property.  We 
have a primary goal that I 
am sure each of us wants 
as property owners to 
achieve- to protect the 
quality of the water in our 
lake. To do this we must 
protect our shoreline and 
not pollute our water. If 
we do this we will protect 
the value of our waterfront 
property.  
 
Another issue of concern 
for some property owners 
is the Code of Conduct for 
Aquatic Activities. A mo-
tion was passed at the 
last AGM to produce a 
laminated copy of the 
Code of Conduct for 
Aquatic Activities with a 
map of the lake on the 
back. We did this be-
cause that is what the 
members directed us to 
do. The BLPOA will NOT 
be policing the Code but 
just ask each property 

owner to be good citizens 
on our lake and follow the 
Code of Conduct.  Note: If 
you have a problem with 
an individual about any 
issue related to the Code 
deal with that individual 
and do not expect the 
BLPOA Board of Direc-
tors to deal with your con-
cern(s).  
 
The issue of the OPP on 
our lake and the zebra 
mussel issue relating to 
their visit has been an-
swered in the fall newslet-
ter but because some 
property owners are still 
concerned we have in-
vited the OPP to attend 
the AGM to answer ques-
tions property owners still 
have on this issue. As 
your president I want this 
issue finally dealt with and 
not have to be part of our 
agenda for every execu-
tive and AGM meeting.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Black Lake Property Owners Association  
40th Annual General Meeting July 11, 2009, 9:30 am, Burgess Hall 

♦ Patrick Larson, the consultant in charge of water testing for the RVCA, will 
be  making a presentation on the water test results this past year and how 
they are in comparison to previous years. He will answer questions after his 
presentation. 

♦ The OPP will have a representative of their marine unit at the AGM to an-
swer questions about their presence on our lake last summer and  the issue 
of zebra mussels. 



 

 
 

Financial Report 

Annual General Meeting  
Saturday, July 11, 2009, 9:30 am, Burgess Hall 
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Please note that Patrick 
Larson, the consultant in 
charge of the water testing 
for the RVCA, will be at our 
AGM to present our test 
results over the years and 
answer questions after his 
presentation.  
 
It is important that each of 
us knows the mission of the 
BLPOA is  -“to identify and 
maintain an interest in is-
sues of broad-based con-
cern that may impact the 
value of owning property 
abutting Black Lake while at 
the same time promoting or 
undertaking activities that 
will help foster a community 
spirit.” We are trying to pro-
mote a better community 
spirit by the sale of Black 
Lake clothing items and 
also by having social activi-
ties like the Black Lake Golf 
tournament so we can get 
to know each other better 
on the lake. We now have 
contact people on each 
road who have agreed to 
distribute the   items your 
Board has decided to give 
to each property owner to 
educate each of us on 
things which will help us 
protect our water qual-
ity. This will result in us hav-
ing excellent swimming, 
boating and fishing in our 
lake now and in the future. 
 
We need the support of all 
property owners to achieve 
the mission and objectives 
of the BLPOA. We look for-
ward to seeing you at the 
AGM on July 11th at 9:30 
a.m.  
 
Mike Selig 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
Black Lake Property Owner's Association

Income Statement
for the year ended December 31, 2008

YTD Dec 31/07
Actuals Actuals Variance %

Revenue
Memberships  (2008 = 86, 2007 = 64) 2,225 1,600 625 139.1%
Grant Revenue 500 - 500
Newsletter Advertising 150 25 125 600.0%
Clothing Sales & Other 82 - 82
Bank Interest 3 3 1 119.2%
AGM 50/50 Draw 48 49 (1) 97.9%

3,008 1,676 1,332 179.4%

Expenses
Water Testing 150 1,200 (1,050) 12.5%
Donations 160 400 (240) 40.0%
Newsletter 1,618 180 1,438 898.4%
Annual General Meeting - 46 (46) 0.0%
Clothing - - -
Postage 426 137 289 309.9%
Supplies & Printing 537 456 81 117.7%
Bank fees & Charges - 35 (35) 0.0%

2,891 2,455 436 117.7%

Net Income (Loss) for the year 117 (779) 896 -15.0%

Balance Sheet
as at December 31, 2008

Current Dec 31/07
Position Actuals Variance %

Cash 5,960 6,381 (421) 93.4%
Accounts Receivbale 38 - 38
Investment (current value) 5,492 7,975 (2,483) 68.9%

Total Assets 11,490 14,356 (2,866) 80.0%

Accounts Payable 700 1,200 (500) 58.3%
Unrealized Gain / (Loss) on Investment 945 3,428 (2,483) 27.6%

1,645 4,628 (2,983) 35.6%

Members Equity
Opening 9,728 10,507 (779) 92.6%
Net income (Loss) for the year 117 (779) 896 -15.0%
Closing 9,845 9,728 117 101.2%

Total Liabilities 11,490 14,356 (2,866) 80.0%

December 31, 2007 actual figures restated for comparability



 

 
 

Four or five years ago a beautiful gray striped 
tabby started appearing in our yard late in the 
fall. I happen to be a cat lover and tried to be-
friend it but it was very skittish. I wondered who 
she might belong to, as I didn’t think anyone 
around us had a cat. As the days went past, we 
would see her quite often and guessed she was 
attracted by all the birds at our bird feeders. One 
day she was eating the empty husks of the sun-
flower seeds. The poor thing was starving! Of 
course I fed her — my first mistake. She came at 
the same time every morning and every evening.  
 
Some weeks later we were sitting at our break-
fast nook having a leisurely breakfast with 
friends when our little tabby showed up. A few 
minutes later another wee head popped up from 
under the steps, and a few minutes later, another 
wee head – two kittens.  
 
As time went on and weather became colder, I 
had my husband put a makeshift shelter together 
out of the wind with warm woolen blankets. We 
even hired someone to continue feeding them 
while we were away that winter. Well! – come 
spring, mother cat is once again expecting as 
well as one of her kittens! Now I have an even 
bigger problem.  
 
I called the humane society, which I should have 
done in the first place and was told that once you 
have fed an animal it is now your pet. It would be 
a fee of  twenty-five dollars for each cat to bring 
them in. They did however give me the name 
and phone number of our local animal control 
officer, Anita Stewart. I had no idea that animal 
control was available or that they would come 
right to your house,  provide live traps. and help 
catch a stray. Talk about naïve.  
Once Anita gave me the dressing of my life, she 
was really great. Why hadn’t I called last fall? 
Cats become feral very quickly. They have to, to 
try to survive. The conditions of constant hunger 
and constant fear of predators such as fox, coy-
ote, and the ferocious fischer plus the mind 
numbing cold in winter with little shelter make life 
for these animals a complete misery.  
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Autumn Phenomena—Stray 
They also often carry a disease that manifests itself 
much like aids in humans and is very contagious to 
other animals. Feral cats inbreed and colonize, allow-
ing no outsider into their circle, so become unhealthy 
very quickly. Another interesting fact scientifically 
proven, is that outdoor cats are the major and very 
significant cause of the  decline in the song bird popu-
lation of North America.  
 
To make a long story short, I did trap all the kittens ( 7 
of them by now) plus the original three. The kittens 
could be socialized and put up for adoption, but I fear 
my original little tabby and her first two offspring were 
probably too late to readjust.  
 
Since this initial experience, every single fall season 
subsequently, a stray or two has found its way to my 
yard and feeders. I never know if they belong to a 
cottager and if the cottager is still here at the lake. 
Sometimes by the time I have figured it out, the cats 
have disappeared – supper for another hungry soul. 
These cats were obviously someone’s pet.  
 
Please be a responsible pet owner. Animal control 
&  Anita can be reached @ 613-259-9998.There is 
no charge for this service.       
 
Animal Lover 
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Congratulations to Ellen Goodman, recipient of the Ontario Medal for Good Citizenship in 2008. This is not the 
first honour to come Ellen's way – she was also the recipient of the Canadian Vision Teachers' Excellence in 
Teaching award in 2007, the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board Director's Citation in 2006, the Capital Edu-
cators' Award in 2003, the United Way Community Builder Award in 2003. 
 
Ellen is a graduate of Trent University (B.A.), Ontario Teacher Education College, Toronto, (B.Ed.), the Univer-
sity of Ottawa (M.Ed.). Ellen's career started in Brantford as teacher of deaf-blind, took her to Brockville, as 
teacher of Senior Behavioural Class and Autism Program. Her exceptional ability to teach students with various 
and multiple disabilities and her specialist qualifications as teacher of the blind, deaf-blind and Special Education 
continued in Ottawa (1983-2008) where she established an itinerant programme for English Language School 
Board of Ottawa-Carleton. Her responsibilities included direct and consultative services to students with low vi-
sion or blindness, with single or multiple disabilities; conducting of functional assessments; delivery of in-service 
and community workshops; liaison  with community agencies and provision of special equipment and materials. 
In addition, Ellen served and continues to serve on numerous committees of the Ontario Ministry of Education 
and the Ottawa-Carleton School Board with emphasis on visual impairment, offered a special course on visual 
impairment to early childhood educators at Algonquin College in Ottawa, collaborated with staff from the Malay-
sian School for the Blind to offer a teacher training program in Bangkok, Thailand, for Thai teachers of the blind 
for Helen Keller International, Teacher of the Blind Training Program (1985-1986). 
 
Ellen was also one of the co-founders of the Crichton Community Centre, where she served as Co-Chair (2000-
2004) and Program Director and Project Manager (2006-2009) of the Get Together Program, a social/
recreational program for children and youth with low vision and blindness. 

 
Now retired from the School Board, Ellen nevertheless continues her commu-
nity involvement with an innovative after-school recreation program, but finds 
time for her other interests, cooking, reading, painting, and yoga meditation, a 
spiritual dimension to her busy and accomplished life. 
 
Congratulations again, Ellen, it is good to have you and your family among us.         
Wanda Pelletier 
 

 

Ellen Goodman 

 

Bluebird Nest Boxes 
Have you noticed and wondered about the Bluebird nest 
boxes on fence posts along the Narrow Locks Road and the 
Black Lake Road? Bluebirds at one time were in decline as 
their natural habitat, cavities in dead trees, was decreasing 
with increased agriculture use. A president of the Pike Lake 
Association decided to start a Bluebird project. He asked a 
Black Lake resident to make the boxes. Approached the 
property owners along the two roads for permission to put 
them up. There are two bird boxes placed close together, one 
for bluebirds, pesky sparrows the other!!  
 
Presently the bird nest boxes are looked after by two sisters 
who cottage on Pike Lake (their care was inherited from the 

previous lake president). They weekly check the 
boxes from spring to the fall, cleaning out debris 
and keeping track of the fledglings. In the fall 
they clean out the old nests and place a screen 
over the opening to keep the mice out over win-
ter. Bluebirds sometimes have 2 broods a sum-
mer. Since they took over, the first year they 
“had” 46 fledglings, then 70, in 2008 – 85! 
 
The sisters report the owners of the fence posts 
are happy to again see bluebirds on their lawns 
eating insects.    
Betty McNichol 
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We will be doing three sample runs this year as we did last year collecting samples at 4 shoreline sites and 
the deep point (2 samples - surface and bottom) for a total of 18 total phosphorus and total nitrogen, 12 
E.Coli and 3 each of calcium and dissolved organic carbon. The tab should be $269.34 including a 3% in-
crease over the costs last year. 
Patrick Larson 
Senior Water Resources Technician 
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority 
889 Rideau Valley Drive, Box 599, K4M 1A5 
Ottawa, Ontario 
613-692-3571 or 800-267-3504, ext. 1110 

There are three places  where you can purchase shore line plants to make a better buffer or “Ribbon of Life”  
for your shoreline and help protect the quality of the water in our lake. 
Acorus Restoration has an excellent catalogue of their flowers, plants, shrubs and trees and they will also 
send you a price list via email. Please note that you get the plants at wholesale price by telling them you are a 
member of the BLPOA. You should also be aware that the plants are not necessarily native to our area as 
they are from the south western part of Ontario. They will tell you what is needed for the plants to grow and 
where to plant them.     Tel:(519)-586-2603     Email: info@ecologyart.com 
 
You can purchase plants native to this area from the following nurseries: 

 

“Lakes by nature live for today. 

People by necessity must ensure their tomorrows” 

~ M. Leach 

Black Lake Water Quality Test Report 

Shore Line Plants 

Ferguson Forestry Centre  
275 Country Road 44 
Kemptville, Ontario 
K0G 1J0 
613-258-0110 
emai: ffc@storm.ca 
www.seedlingnursery.com 

Old Field Garden and Wildflower Nursery 
Philip Fry-613-258-7945 
2935 Porter Road, 
Oxford Station, On. 
K0G 1T0 
email: oldfieldgarden @ symapatico.ca 
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Our records show a total of 92 septic re-inspections have been completed on Black Lake.  The most recent 
round of inspections was completed in 2007 and Black Lake is slated to be involved again in the 2010 septic re-
inspection program.   There are a total of 258 waterfront properties surrounding Black Lake.  The cut-off date for 
re-inspections is for septic systems installed post year 2000..   
 
Blue green algae is caused my warm temperatures, sunlight and excessive amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus 
entering the receiving water.  Sources of excess phosphorus and nitrogen can be improperly located septic sys-
tems (inadequate separation from bedrock or water table AND inadequate setback from the waters edge) but 
also from agricultural and lawn run-off.  As important as proper maintenance of your septic system is maintaining 
a riparian strip (natural buffer) on your property and avoiding the use of fertilizers on waterfront lawns.  Fertilizers 
are almost always applied in excess of what the vegetation requires and the excess nitrogen and phosphorus 
runs overland into the receiving water during rainfall events.  A riparian strip will help buffer some of this effect 
but ultimately ornamental shorelines are harmful to the water quality of the lake.  
 
Jamie Saunders, B.Sc.(Eng)  
Septic Inspector 
(613) 259-5307 ext. 254 (613) 259-3468 Fax 
jsaunders@mvc.on.ca 

Septic Systems Report 

Dave Holland - for  putting up the meeting notices on the signs and  for repairing the sign  that needed to be 
repaired and put up again. 
 
Finnegan's Insurance Brokers - for the promotional pamphlets. They would appreciate getting the opportunity 
to give you a quote on any of your insurance needs.  
 
Litter Picker Uppers - Thank you for your continued efforts at keeping our road sides clean from litter. 
 
TD Canada Trust - for their ongoing assistance and  cooperation in meeting our association banking needs.  
 
Karen Hunt, Ottey Lake - for chairing the Joint Lakes and Lake Networking Group meetings. Karen keeps us 
well informed and devotes many hours to help all the Lake Associations by providing the meeting minutes and 
reports by the presenters. 
  
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority and Lanark Stewardship Council - the consultants are always willing to 
help in and way they can. 
 
Guest Authors - We look forward to getting more  articles from members on topics that will be of interest to all 
of us on the lake.  

Past President Judy Haddad who has decided to resign and leave room for a new member to become a Direc-
tor of the BLPOA. Thank you Judy for your years as President of the BLPOA.  

Kudos to... 

“Where litter lies, beauty dies” 



 

 
 

Page 7  Spr ing 2009 Issue 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Annual General Meeting  
Saturday, July 11, 2009 
9:30 am, Burgess Hall 

Burgess Hall 

X 

Any study of our lake has to include a shoreline inspection and report. Betty McNichol and I met with Bar-
bara King, a shoreline consultant who has done shoreline inspections on several lakes near us as part of 
their lake study. Barbara would do the actual inspection of the shoreline using a small boat to get in close 
to the shoreline, take pictures and note what species of plant and other vegetation is present. She would 
provide us with the results and with her help we can colour code the map of our shoreline to show where 
there is  excellent shoreline and the shoreline areas  that need to be improved.    
 
I have researched where to get grants to help pay most of the costs of an inspection,  a  report and addi-
tional money for educational material and other resources like plants and  shrubs. If we get approval from 
the membership at the AGM to do a shoreline study, I am hoping The BLPOA can get a grant from the 
Royal Bank, TD, Shell or Mountain Equipment Coop.    
 
If water quality is the number one thing that the survey results show is what we want to make sure we 
maintain, then we need to do the shoreline study. The only way we can improve water quality is to improve 
our shorelines where there are problems and also make sure we are not polluting the water in our lake.    
What will be the role of the BLPOA once a shoreline report is done? We can only provide each property 
owner with a copy of the report and continue to provide the information that property owners might use to 
improve their shoreline.  We all expect each other to be good citizens of the lake and not do anything to 
harm the quality of Black Lake. Please remember that the BLPOA is not the police nor do we have legal 
authority to make a property owner improve their shoreline or stop polluting the water. We can improve our 
lake so we continue to have excellent swimming, fishing and boating. We MUST!  
 
Mike Selig 
 
   

Shoreline Study 

We know Black Lake was first called Salmon 
Lake. How did it get its name, Black Lake, and 
why? 
Be the first person to contact BLPOA President, Mike 
Selig, with the answer and win a Black Lake t-shirt. 



 

 

Page 8  Spr ing 2009 Issue 

Getting to Know Your Black Lake Neighbours 
 Recently I spent an enjoyable part of an afternoon visiting with Caroly and Bob Gilchrist for “Getting to Know 
Your Neighbours”. Their property on West Bay Drive is divided in half by the road – their home surrounded by 
mature pine and cedar trees on the lakeside, “Bob’s Tinker Shop” on the other. The “bush lot” is behind the 
shop.  
 
There is really two parts to the history of the Gilchrists at Black Lake. The first starts in 1957 when Arnold Car-
son, a farm machinery dealer, an entrepreneur, and a conservationist purchased 125 acres from Gordon and 
Kitty McShane. The acreage ran from Black Creek, abutted the lake round the bay to the next creek running 
into the lake, then back to the Merkley property. The McShanes had been using the land as pasture for cattle. 
Arnold Carson, after purchase, surveyed cottage lots and planted the pasture with spruce and pine trees, 
which have grown into a productive mature forest. 
 
The second part of the story starts when Caroly Carson and Bob Gilchrist married in 1960. They own 64 acres 
of Arnold Carson’s purchase, 58 of them the bush lot. Weekends and summers they spent camping with their 
three children at the lake, then in 1969 they built their cottage. In 1993, after working for thirty-three years with 
the Ottawa Police Department, the last eleven in arson investigation, Bob retired to the lake. Caroly followed in 
1996 when she retired from Pitney Bowes.  
 
This interesting couple has traveled widely. Shortly after retirement they took in Hawaii plus many trips west to 
visit their children. Caroly has also visited Scotland, England, Puerto Rico and California. But Bob’s love is the 
lake, where he prefers to spend his time. 
 
They have turned the cottage into a comfortable home. Bob works full time caring for his bush lot, which suf-
fered severe damage during the ice storm in 1998. One of their sons, an arborist, worked with his Dad, doing 
commercial work. It took them over six months to clean up ice damage. Bob also cares for the over kilometer 
West Bay road, doing the grading and plowing for the 24 residents. The "Tinker Shop" is needed for all his ma-
chinery. Caroly has a room in the shop for her crafts. She is also a very busy and dedicated volunteer in the 
mental health field.    
 
In 1970 Bob and Clayton Hands, from Hands Side Road, believed there was a need for a Lake Association. 
Many lake residents were doing work for the lake but there was no central organization to keep the records. 
Caroly and others had been doing lake water testing for ecoli (done at that time through the Public Health).  
The shoals were being marked. A fishing derby had been organized. There were discussions of obtaining a 
pump for fire protection as well as discussions of fish stocking.  Bob took on the responsibility for keeping the 
creek inlet and outlet free of beaver dams. (Bob points out there is a natural ledge downstream on the outlet 
that keeps the lake at a fairly constant level.) So Bob and Clayton contacted all lake residents for donations, 
held an auction at St. Bridgets Hall in Stanleyville, raising $1000.00. The Black Lake Association was formed!! 
Clayton became the first president. The objectives of the association were the same then as now, preservation 
of the lake. 
 
This enjoyable couple are wonderful historians. Their love of Black Lake is evident in all the work they have 
done and are doing. The lake is lucky to have them. Thank you Caroly and Bob. 
 
Betty McNichol 
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Useful phone numbers 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Annual General Meeting  
Saturday, July 11, 2009 

9:30 am 
Burgess Hall 

X 

Professional Maid Services 
 

♦ House and cottage cleaning  
♦ House and pet sitting  
♦ Senior’s helper  
♦ Customized services available ( e.g. 

shopping)  
 
Call Dianne at 613-264-9661 
   

 

Put your ad here!  

For $25 you can 
reach everyone  

on the lake! 

 

911 for emergency 
1-888-310-1122  — OPP 24 hour toll free 
1-800-222 TIPS (8477) — Crime Stoppers  Website: http://www.mississippitaycrimestoppers.ca/ 
1-800-268-4686—MTO Road Information 
1-866-514-2327 — Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) bear reporting centre   
 Website: http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Bearwise/index.html 
1-888-495-8501—Phone Busters (to report fraud scans/ helpful tips to protect yourself) 
 Website: http://www.phonebusters.com/ 
1-800-TIPS-MNR (847-7667) — MNR enforcement 
 Website: http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Enforcement/index.html 
613-267-2626 — Provincial Constable Paige Whiting—Community Services Officer, Lanark County OPP 
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Lake Networking Group (LNG) 
Since 2002, representatives from the Lake Associations in Tay Valley Township meet two to three times 
yearly to “network”, giving lakes a chance to exchange ideas, update information, and plan activities of mutual 
interest. A representative from each of the 19 lakes in the township, a member of Rideau Valley Conservation 
Authority, and invited speakers attend. There are usually two meetings held a year. 
 
The LNG is a valuable resource center for information. The Aquatic Invertebrate Workshop, the Native Plant 
Workshop with Philip Fry, septic systems update are activities organized by the members.  
 
An offshoot of the LNG is a biannual meeting with the OPP to discuss concerns specific to cottage/lake resi-
dents. Water safety, cottage crime prevention, zebra mussel spread is some topics covered. Paige Whiting 
from the OPP sends out a weekly “Neighbourhood Watch Update”, a report of all lake related crimes in Lanark 
County, which we then distribute to residents on the Black Lake email list.  
 
Betty McNichol 

OPP officers Paige Whiting (Communications) and  Bryon  Newell (Marine Unit) answered  questions from 
lake associations representatives.  
 
The marine unit tries to get on most lakes three times a year. They have zero tolerance for alcohol and no 
life jacket violations. They requested access to two boat launches and a master list will be made available 
to the OPP of those launch sites for all of the lakes. They need to know the capacity of the boat launch on 
each lake because some of their boats are very large. The OPP has standards for making sure their boat 
and motor are disinfected after they have been on a lake.  
 
The fines for violating the safe boating regulations are going to be raised significantly in the near future. It 
was emphasized that life jackets are to be worn because of the difficulty of getting them on in the water. 
Just having them in a boat is not very good for safety. All boat owners must take the safe boating course. 
Find the place and cost for a course at  www.safeboating.gc,ca.  
 
Property owners can report violations anonymously. Repeat "bad boaters " or other "offenders" - (drinking, 
speeding, excessive noise) - will be on the OPP radar and the complaints will be investigated  to learn if 
there is a real concern.  The OPP also requested that property owners, as a preventive measure to elimi-
nate break and enters, report suspicious vehicles which could be casing the area.  Often the same suspi-
cious vehicle is reported on several lakes.  
 
The second half of the meeting focused on the mining issues. Wendy Hassard from CMAG gave a pres-
entation on the proposed new Mining Act. She distributed a hard copy of the CMAG report to each repre-
sentative at the meeting and will provide an electronic copy that we will be sent out to the members on 
our email list. Please read the report by Warren Chafe on the mining issues that will be included in 
our spring package.  Members are encouraged to support CMAG by taking out a membership for ten dol-
lars. They need more money to pay the expenses for copying and for their mail outs to CMAG members.  
Maureen Towaj also gave a report on her analysis of the act that she will be presenting to the township. 
Her report will be will circulated via email to the BLPOA members.   
 
Mike Selig 

Lake Networking Group Meeting—May 14, 2009 
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Your Septic System….Do’s & Don’ts 
Do 
♦ Install Access Risers to extend tank lids to or near 

the surface for easy access especially during win-
ter months 

♦ Pump-out every 2-5 years, depending on usage  
— generally needed when 1/3 tank volume is filled 
with solids as measured by a qualified practitioner. 

♦ Install Effluent Filters to the outlet of the septic 
tank to prevent large solid particles from flowing 
out of the tank and into the leaching bed. 

♦ Look after the Leaching bed. See that the area 
over the leaching  bed has a good cover of grass, 
has good ventilation and adequate sunlight to pro-
mote evaporation. 

 

Don’t 
♦ Put even small amount of paints, thinners, sol-

vents, or nail polish remover in the system. These 
can kill the bacteria that break down the organic 
matter in the waste water. 

♦ Put household materials such as oils, grease and 
fat, disposable diapers, tampons and their holders, 
condoms, paper towels, facial tissues, cat box lit-
ter, plastics, cigarette filters, coffee grounds, egg 
shells, and other kitchen waste in the system. 

♦ Use in-sink garbage disposal units (garburators), 
unless the leaching bed is designed to accommo-
date the increased water and organic load created 
by these devices. 

♦ Build structures over the leaching bed including: 
parking areas, patios, tennis courts, decks or stor-
age sheds. These well prevent oxygen from get-
ting into the soil. Bacteria responsible for digesting 
wastewater need oxygen. 

♦ Plant trees or shrubs near the leaching bed. The 
roots of some trees, especially willows and poplars 
will travel significant distances to reach water and 
can plug or damage the distribution pipes.  

♦ Water the grass over the leaching bed. Ensure that 
all surface drainage, particularly eave troughs, is 
directed away from the bed. The additional water 
may interfere with the ability of the soil to absorb 

and treat wastewater. 

♦ Drive machinery or vehicles over the leaching bed, 
particularly snowmobiles in winter which will com-
pact the snow and reduce its natural insulating ef-
fect. 

♦ Overuse household disinfectants such as laundry 
bleach or toilet bowl cleaners. They can be used in 
moderation without affecting the operation of the 
septic tank. However, overuse will kill the bacteria in 
the tank. 

♦ Rely on “cleaners” or “starters” or “enhancers” to aid 
in the digestion of wastes. They are typically of little 
value and are not recommended. 

♦ Put anything into the septic system that does not 
break down naturally or anything that takes a long 
time to break down. 

 

Freezing 
Septic systems are most likely to freeze in periods of 
cold temperature when there is little snow cover. The 
first line of defence is adequate insulation. Adding a 
layer of mulch (leaves, hay, or straw) or letting the grass 
grow long over the system in the fall will provide a good 
insulating layer. Other options include: insulating the 
pipe from the house to the septic tank, adding Styrofoam 
sheets above the tank and increasing the soil cover over 
the system. If you are going away for an extended pe-
riod of time during the winter, it is a good idea to have 
the tank pumped out before you leave. 

 

You may have a problem if: 
♦ The ground around the septic tank or over the leach-

ing bed is soggy or spongy to walk on 

♦ Toilets' or showers back up or take a long time to 
drain. 

♦ Occasional sewage odours become noticeable par-
ticularly after a rainfall. 

♦ Gray or black liquids are surfacing in your yard, or 
backing up through the fixtures in your house. 

Jamie Saunders, B.Sc.(Eng), Septic Inspector 
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Black Lake Contact Persons 
This spring we plan to deliver the package containing the newsletter and other information to each property 
owner by using personal contact volunteers.  We will aim to get an up to date list of our property owners by 
getting the personal contact volunteers to complete a very brief questionnaire with each property owner 
(seasonal or permanent) on their road. If this system works out we will not have to do the mail out in the 
spring and the fall mail out will only have to go to the members who do not have an email address.  The 
BLPOA appreciates that you have volunteered to become an IN (interested, informed and involved) member 
of the BLPOA.  

Black Lake Road      Tony and Jean Nichols 

           Jane and Grant O’Connor 

Peninsula Drive      Matti Nakkimainen  

Homestead Lane and Neighbours    Jonathon Hooper 

Starhill Road       George and Rosalee Fedak 
        Keith and Nancy Walsh 

Black Lake Route 11A      Monica Robidoux                                  

Tom’s Rock       Bob Pelletier 

Black Lake North Shore and Sunderland Lane   Sue Matte 

West Bay Drive      Caroly Gilchrist 

Black Lake Route 2      Betty McNichol 

Black Lake Route 11      Gail and Rick Lillico  

Black Lake Route 11C       Patricia McCourt 

Lake View       Brian and Nancy McGlade 

Hands Bay           Judy Hand 

Hands Drive       Bonnie Monker 

Loonie Lane       Raymond Faith 

Birch Grove       Brent Rutherford 

Island View       Bill Hughes 

The lake water level and rain continues to be measured here at Port McNichol. The Hoopers at the south 
end of the lake also measure rain. Results from all area lakes are kept by RVCA to help in assessing the 
Rideau watershed. 
 
The base lake level measured by RVCA with GPS is 139 meters above sea level. The first measured level 
after snowmelt this year was recorded on April 30th – *139.412 meters above sea level – compared to last 
year April 24th 139.736.   
 
More results will be compared in the fall newsletter.  Betty McNichol 

Water Levels and Precipitation 



 

 

2009 Membership Form 
 

Name: ________________________________________     Black Lake Phone Number: ____-____-__________ 
 
 Black Lake Property Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Preferred Mailing Address (if different than above): _________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Email Address:  _________________________________________Home Phone Number: ____-____-___________ 
 
 Those with email addresses, will receive the newsletter by email, unless it is hand delivered. 
 

 Please mail this form along with payment of $25.00 payable to: 

 

Black Lake Property Owner’s Association, P.O. Box 20006, Perth, 
Ontario K7H 3M6 

Black Lake Property Owners Association’—Membership Drive 
 
As stated in the BLPOA Constitution, the Mission of the Association is to identify and maintain an interest in the is-
sues of broad-based concern that may impact the value of owning property abutting Black Lake while at the same 
time promoting or undertaking activities that will help foster a community spirit. 
 
 The objectives of the Association are: 
  
♦ To represent all Black Lake Property Owners. 
 
♦  To help preserve and/or enhance the quality of life for all residents of Black Lake by providing a forum to collec-

tively discuss and, if possible, resolve issues of common concern. 
 
♦ To provide a unified voice in all matters pertaining to and directly affective Black Lake’s water, shoreline, water-

shed and adjacent lands.  Issues of on-going interest include, but are not limited to: health of the environment; 
crime prevention; fire safety; road maintenance; safety in/on the water; noise/light pollution; and, development 
activity. 

 
♦ To monitor the activity of and liaise with the Township of Tay Valley, the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority, 

government agencies and other lake associations, as appropriate to identify and or comment on the potential im-
pact of an issue or initiative on Association members. 

 
♦ To initiate and/or support activities that will facilitate members getting to know their neighbours and develop a 

sense of community. 

 If you haven’t yet registered as a member of the BLPOA, please take a moment to complete the  
membership form below and send to the Association along with a cheque for $25.00. 
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