
 

 
 

 
Black Lake Property Owners’ 

Association Newsletter 

By way of introduction my 
name is Bob Everett.  
This summer I was asked 
to take on the mandate of 
president of our cottage 
association... a commit-
ment I eagerly accepted.  
Having been a “Black 
Laker” for 40 years (I still 
look remarkably young) it 
was time for me to con-
tribute in whatever way I 
could to preserve what 
has always been a very 
special place for myself 
and family.  From my per-
spective we all share the 
benefits of what is pretty 
much a “private” lake 
which has provided us 
with some of the cleanest 
lake water in the area, 
fabulous natural shore-
lines, tons of wildlife, solid 
property values, a strong 
sense of community and, 
and... 
 
On behalf on our associa-
tion let me extend a 
hearty thank-you to 
BLPOA Past President, 
Mike Selig for all the hard 
work he has put in on our 
behalf.  He has made a 
huge contribution to the 
quality of our “lake-lives”.  
Mike, enjoy your retire-

ment from “public office” 
and don’t stay in the sun 
too long while in the Do-
minican Republic.  Since 
I’m on the topic... a big 
thank-you to Grant 
O’Connor and Jane Tay-
lor for inviting us all to 
their house for a fabulous 
post AGM party.  Interest-
ing how the headcount at 
the party seemed to be 
somewhat higher than the 
attendance at this year’s 
AGM... ah it’s probably 
my math!  Whether just a 
few folks or a group of 
100, Grant and Jane can 
make everyone feel wel-
comed!  As Grant would 
say... thanks Buddy. 
 
We continue to make 
headway in building our 
association membership.  
The last official count is 
91 (approaching double 
what the membership was 
a few short years ago) ... 
terrific news !!    I would 
like to think folks are see-
ing the benefit of having a 
formal organization to fo-
cus on the interests of our 
community...”power in 
numbers”.   A tangible 
example of this is our col-
lective efforts regarding 

Bill 173, amending On-
tario’s Mining Act.  The 
BLPOA, albeit only one 
small component, collabo-
rated with multiple lake 
associations throughout 
the province effectively 
influencing our provincial 
legislators to make signifi-
cant improvements to ex-
isting laws regarding min-
ing in Ontario.  On final 
reading (expected in the 
next few months), mining 
companies will no longer 
be able to stake our Black 
Lake (private) properties 
for the purpose of mineral 
exploration.  BLPOA’s 
submission to multiple 
provincial politicians is on 
page 5 in this newsletter.  
Kudos to Warren Chafe 
who has tracked this is-
sue for many months 
keeping us “in the know” 
with updates on every 
development! [See also 
Highlights from the CMAG 
September 2009 Newslet-
ter on page  12.] 
 
As directed by the mem-
bership through a motion 
passed at the 2009 AGM, 
a key priority for the com-
ing year will be to com-

(Continued on page 3) 
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Black Lake Property Owner's Association

Income Statement
for the eight months ended August 31, 2009

YTD Dec 31/08
Actuals Actuals Variance %

Revenue
Memberships  (2009 = 91, 2008 = 86) 2,255 2,225 30 101.3%
Grant Revenue - 500 (500) 0.0%
Newsletter Advertising 25 150 (125) 16.7%
Clothing 643 82 561 784.1%
Bank Interest 1 3 (2) 33.4%
AGM 50/50 Draw 75 48 27 156.8%

2,999 3,008 (9) 99.7%

Expenses
Water Testing - 150 (150) 0.0%
Donations 308 160 148 192.3%
Newsletter 246 1,618 (1,372) 15.2%
Annual General Meeting 130 - 130 
Clothing 582 - 582 
Postage 131 426 (295) 30.8%
Printing & Supplies 431 537 (106) 80.3%
Bank fees & Charges 56 - 56 

1,884 2,891 (1,007) 65.2%

Net Income (Loss) for the period 1,115 117 998 954.1%

Balance Sheet
as at August 31, 2009

Current Dec 31/08
Position Actuals Variance %

Cash 6,884 5,960 924 115.5%
Investment (current value) 6,003 5,492 510 109.3%
Accounts Receivable - 38 (38) 0.0%
Black Lake Clothing 229 - 229 

Total Assets 13,116 11,490 1,625 114.1%

Accounts Payable 700 700 0 100.0%
Unrealized Gain / (Loss) on Investment 1,456 945 510 154.0%

2,156 1,645 510 131.0%

Members Equity
Opening 9,845 9,728 117 101.2%
Net income (Loss) for the year 1,115 117 998 954.1%
Closing 10,960 9,845 1,115 111.3%

Total Liabilities 13,116 11,490 1,625 114.1%
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plete a “State of the Lake Report” and create a 
formal document to record aspects of Black 
Lake and the surrounding geography as they 
exist today.  Contents of the report will include 
past/current water quality readings, details on 
aquatic and shoreline vegetation, information 
regarding fish/wildlife species and quantities, 
statistics on the number of permanent and 
seasonal residents, descriptions of surround-
ing land use, etc.  Assessments will also in-
clude information on trends and/or patterns 
that exist in the data. The components of this 
study reflect the priorities BLPOA members 
have identified in our recent spring survey 
where all were asked to rank the most impor-
tant elements of our lake and surrounding 
properties. (You can read a summary of survey 
findings on page 8 of this newsletter.) 
 
Why take on the task of compiling a “State of 
the Lake” assessment”?  You may or may not 
have heard the expression that goes some-
thing like... “without knowing your past how 
can you effectively plan for your future?”.  
Without an analysis providing the facts associ-
ated with our current lake environment we 
have no base point to gauge what is good/bad/
indifferent in terms of changes that may take 
place in the future.  Certainly, there are many 
aspects of the future of Black Lake that will be 
out our control.  That said, the information we 
collect in our assessment efforts (specifically in 
the areas relating to lake “tolerances”) may 
become critically important down the road in 
the decision making process of local authori-
ties concerning our lake, surrounding proper-
ties and watersheds. 
 
Please take a few minutes to give our fall 
newsletter “a good read”.  There’s lots on the 
go you need to be aware of.  My thanks to 
those who have contributed to putting this 
document together... all for a great cause!   
 
Bob Everett 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

A good idea for Christmas gifts is a T-shirt or golf shirt or 
“hoodie” or ball cap with our Black Lake logo. The golf 
hats with the magnetic ball marker were a sellout this 
year at the AGM. 
We deal with Prodecal (www.prodecal.com), a local print-
ing business. You are welcome to “shop” their site or pe-
ruse the store – place your order with us as the larger the 
order the lower price. 
Our present stock includes: 
♦ golf hats - $12.00  
♦ a man’s large black/gray golf shirt - $ 35.00  
♦ 3 ladies golf shirts – medium –1 blue & white 2 black 

& white - $35.00  
♦ a selection of T shirts - $15.00.  
 
Call Betty 613-264-1507 or bmax@ripnet.com 

Black Lake Gear President’s Message (cont.) 

The LNG is a group of representatives from lake associa-
tions who meet approximately twice a year to exchange 
ideas, information and material. The fall meeting was held 
in September at the Lanark County Office on Sunset Blvd. 
Perth. What a beautiful building!  There were over 30 peo-
ple in attendance – the largest turnout yet. 
The round the room exchange of “what is happening on 
our lake” was varied.  
♦ Many lakes are working to complete or implement their 

“lake plans” – some a state of the lake report.  
♦ Quite a few lakes reported beaver dam problems insti-

gating discussion to remove the dam/ beaver or not.   
♦ Two lakes had worked with the Ministry of Natural Re-

sources on improving walleye beds, fish surveys, and 
loon chick sightings. 

All lakes reported a great algae growth this year with an 
increase in Eurasian Milfoyle. We had a lengthy discussion 
about association insurance to cover litigation. 
 
Betty McNichol 

Lake Networking Group (LNG) 
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Bill 173, Amending the Mining Act—BLPOA’s Response  

Mark Your Calendar! 
Annual General Meeting  
Saturday, July 10, 2010 

BLPOA President, Bob Everett, submitted the following letter to multiple provincial politicians. (See list of recipients 
at the end of this letter.) 
 
 
Dear Minister Gravelle, 
 
By way of introduction, my name is Robert Everett and I am the president of the Black Lake Property Owner’s As-
sociation (Black Lake, County of Lanark - North Burgess Township).  On behalf of our association membership (in 
excess of 100) and all Black Lake property owners (numbering approximately 200), I am writing you to raise three 
concerns regarding Bill 173, A Bill to Amend the Mining Act, and to put forth recommendations to address these 
issues. 
 
 1.  Single Ownership of Private Property 
          
 As stated in the proposed legislation, mining rights are the rights to the minerals on, in or under any land; and sur-
face rights are all other rights, besides mining rights, in land. These distinctive land rights may be held by the same 
person or could be held separately. If the Crown holds the mining rights on lands that are open for staking, any 
person with a prospector's licence may stake the land and attain the exclusive right to explore for minerals. In re-
cent years, conflicts have arisen as a result of exploration companies or individuals entering private property, 
where mineral rights are owned by the Crown, to stake mining claims or to undertake ground exploration work. In 
southern Ontario (south of the French River and Lake Nipissing) only about 1.4% of the land consists of privately 
held surface rights that do not include mineral rights (Crown mineral rights). These properties are concentrated in 
areas northwest of Kingston and northeast of Peterborough. 
 
 We are, therefore, pleased that surface rights only land that is not presently staked was withdrawn from mining in 
Southern Ontario effective April 30, 2009, and that surface rights only land with existing mining claims will be with-
drawn from staking when the individual claims lapse. 
 However, we are concerned that Bill 173 provides the Minister with the authority to re-open these surface rights 
only land for staking. 
  
 Recommendations 
 
♦ Revise Bill 173 to re-unite mining rights with all surface rights only land not presently staked in southern On-

tario and re-unite the mineral rights with all surface only land in southern Ontario that has been staked when 
the claims lapse. 

♦ Alternatively, pass Bill 173 with the withdrawal of surface rights only lands in Southern Ontario firmly embed-
ded in the Mining Act as written and, add a section stipulating that the withdrawal of surface rights only land 
cannot be revoked without meeting predetermined conditions including written consent of the landowner; an 
Environmental Assessment or Environmental Impact Study; consent of the municipality; and public consulta-
tion.  

X 
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Response to Mining Act Amendment (cont.) 
 
 2.  Environmental Impact Assessment 
 
We are pleased to see a reference to minimal environmental impact included in the purpose of the Mining Act.   
 
However, Bill 173 does not provide any indication of how this purpose would be met. That is, under Bill 173, mining 
retains its unique exemption from the Environmental Assessment Act. How can it be in the 21st century that every 
sector of society is required to abide by environmental protection legislation except mining? 
 
Recommendation 
 
♦ Add a new section to Bill 173 to stipulate that the mining sector is subject to the Environmental Assessment 

Act. 
 
 3.  Strengthen Local Planning  
 
We are pleased that Bill 173 requires that all new staking and mining in northern Ontario recognize Aboriginal land 
use planning processes. 
 
However, Bill 173 ignores the Planning Act which is the over-arching statutory tool for land use planning in Ontario. 
The Planning Act requires each municipality to prepare an Official Plan, to establish a long term vision for how 
lands within its jurisdiction will be used. But, municipalities do not have the authority to prohibit mining on any par-
cel of land through their zoning bylaws. Rather, the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines can and does re-
quire that certain lands be protected for mining. This contradicts the purpose of land use planning. 
 
Recommendation 
♦  Revise Bill 173 to provide for the creation of a criteria-based process, in consultation with municipalities, 

whereby lands currently designated as having mineral potential could be withdrawn where the economic, envi-
ronmental, social and heritage interests of a municipality or county or geographic area would be compromised 
by mining.   

  
We hope you agree that these recommendations would truly modernize Ontario's Mining Act.  
In closing, we would like to know your views on Bill 173 and as one of our elected representatives what steps you 
intend to take to address our concerns. We look forward to hearing from you. 
                                                                                                      
Yours sincerely, 
Robert Everett, 351 West Bay Drive, RR3 Perth Ontario K7H 3C5 
Phone 613-219-1924 

Sent to:  
♦ Hon. Michael Gravelle, Minister of Northern Development and Mines, Thunder Bay-Superior North, Liberal  
♦ Hon. John Gerretsen, Minister of the Environment, Kingston and the Islands, Liberal 
♦ Toby Barrett, Haldimand-Norfolk, Progressive Conservative Environment Critic 
♦ Peter Tabuns, Toronto-Danforth, NDP Environment Critic 
♦ David Orazietti,Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Northern Development and Mines 

Sault Ste. Marie, Liberal, Chair of the Subcommittee  
♦ Gilles Bisson, Chief Whip, Timmins-James Bay, NDP Mining Critic 
♦ Randy Hillier. Parry Sound-Muskoka,Progressive Conservative Mining Critic 
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Initial Blake Lake Shoreline Analysis 

Natural shorelines (often called the Ribbon of Life) 
are critical to keeping our lake clean and 
healthy.    They act like natural filters catching and 
holding all kinds of nutrients and contaminants run-
ning into the water from the upland area.   They are 
the water’s best protection against erosion and pro-
vide free valuable habitat for birds, fish and other 
wildlife.    

This past fall the BLPOA, in conjunction with RVCA 
(Rideau Valley Conservation Authority), completed 
an initial analysis of our lake shoreline.  This assess-
ment was intended to document a preliminary 
evaluation on the overall quality of the shoreline sur-
rounding Black Lake. The values referenced below 
are approximations.  While the findings can be con-
sidered more positive than negative, we should view 
these results as a good place to start from... not a 
“great place to end up at”.  In reality any/all improve-
ments in the quality of our shoreline (and associated 
impact on the health of our lake water) will be the 
results of the individual efforts we choose to make. 

A map of the entire lake perimeter was created and 
the waterfront was categorized using the following 
standard “MAPLE” classifications (Mutual Associa-
tion for the Protection of Lake Environment in On-
tario).  Worth noting, this analysis was not intended 
to be judgemental concerning individual property 
owners and the status of their shorelines.  For that 
reason the BLPOA chose not to include the shore-
line assessment map in this newsletter.  A “soft” 
copy can/will be made available to anyone express-
ing an interest in seeing it by emailing your request 
to Bob Everett at rzeverett@sympatico.ca 

Natural 

♦ no significant human disturbance on land or in the 
water body  

♦ a thick buffer of healthy native vegetation provides 
habitat and food for various organisms  

♦ water quality and erosion control are good 

 

Regenerative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦ significant efforts have been made for restoration to 
a pre-development state  

♦ less than 25 percent of the shoreline is disturbed for 
dock/water access  

♦ the presence of native vegetation is vital to the re-
generation of healthy ecosystems  

♦ the ability of the property to control erosion and run-
off is good  

 

Ornamental 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
♦ development has focused on shoreline aesthetics 

and industry  

♦ natural vegetation has been removed and replaced 
with groomed grass and other non-native vegetation  

(Continued on page 7) 



 

 
 

Page 7  Fa l l  2009 Issue 

Initial Blake Lake Shoreline Analysis (cont.) 

♦ construction of retaining walls, onshore structures 
and docks has significantly impacted wildlife habitat 
and the ability of the shoreline to slow runoff inputs 
of nutrients and pollution  

 

Degraded 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
♦ an area where restoration is needed as soon as pos-

sible 

♦ development with little consideration for: 
∗ river ecology 

∗ impacts from boat wakes which can result in ero-
sion 

∗ runoff from roads and driveways that flow directly 
into the water 

∗ garbage and debris that pollute the shoreline 
habitat 

 
Findings 
Percentage Breakdown of Black Lake Shoreline Classifi-
cations: 

NATURAL   55% 
REGENERATIVE  30% 
ORNAMENTAL  15% 
DEGRADED        0% 

 

Next Steps... 
Arrangements have been made with the RVCA’s Shore-
line Naturalization Program to hold a workshop focus-
sing on what we can do as individual property owners to 
improve the overall quality of our lake shoreline.  This 

(Continued from page 6) will be held @ the Everett cottage, 351 West Bay 
Drive on Saturday May 8, 2010 from 10:00 a.m. 
to noon.  All participants will receive a mixture 
of shoreline vegetation free of charge to “kick-
start” your individual naturalization initiatives!  
In order to qualify for this, we require advance 
notice of your plans to attend.  Feel free to pass 
this invitation on to your Black Lake neighbours 
(BLPOA members/non-members alike) as the 
more who participate the greater the positive im-
pact in the future of our lake! 

Workshop Registration Contacts: 
(Please provide your name and interest in obtain-
ing/planting the free shoreline vegetation) 

Bob Everett 

Email...  rzeverett@sympatico.ca 

Cottage Phone (with voice mail)... 613-267-0060 

 

The Shoreline Naturalization Program also pro-
vides site visits to individual waterfront property 
owners interested in developing a “custom plan” 
to enhance and naturalize their waterfront.  The 
program offers experienced biologists, with the 
know-how to plan and order any plants you need 
and extra muscle for the actual planting.  Best of 
all, the program provides a 75 percent incentive 
grant up to a maximum of $1,000 for approved 
shoreline naturalization projects.  

RVCA is always interested in helping with more 
projects.  To find out more or to set up a site visit, 
please contact Andrea Klymko, Shoreline Stew-
ardship Technician, at 613-692-3571 (1-800-267-
3504) ext 1173 or andrea.klymko@rvca.ca. 

On behalf of the BLPOA, I would like to express 
our collective thanks to Andrea Klymko and 
RVCA for their continued support in helping us 
work to preserve the quality of Black Lake and 
surrounding geography. 

Bob Everett 
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The BLPOA board distributed at the 2008 annual general meeting and with the fall newsletter, a survey to 
gather information on what property owners considered important for their enjoyment of Black Lake. Of the 97 
respondents, 20 were permanent residents and 77 were cottage/seasonal owners. 
 
The following table lists those items on the survey ranked by at least 75% of respondents as being “very impor-
tant” or “important”.  In many cases, items considered to significantly affect the property owner’s personal en-
joyment  of Black Lake (e.g. water quality; trees & vegetation) are mirrored by concerns that detract from 
lake enjoyment (e.g. water pollution; tree vegetation removal). Some issues that do not score at the top of con-
cerns (e.g. mining claims and activities) actually have very high “very important” ranking. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Affects personal enjoyment of 
Black Lake 

Percentage rat-
ing Very Impor-
tant or Impor-
tant 

Number rating 
Very Important 

Number rat-
ing Impor-
tant 

Water quality 89 86   

Water level 87 31 53 

Swimming 81 56 23 

Non-power boating 75 33 40 

Detracts from enjoyment of the 
lake 

      

• Water pollution 90 87   

• Fish depletion 88 45 40 

• Power boat traffic 75 34 39 

Water Issues       

Blake Lake Property Owners Survey—Results Summary 

Affects personal enjoyment of 
Black Lake 

Percentage rat-
ing Very Impor-
tant or Impor-

Number rating 
Very Important 

Number rat-
ing Impor-
tant 

• Property safety 86 53 30 

• Peace & tranquility 88 54 31 

• Privacy 86 45 38 

• Night skies 75 39 34 

Social Issues 
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Black Lake Property Owners Survey—Results Summary (cont.) 

 

Affects personal enjoyment of 
Black Lake 

Percentage rat-
ing Very Impor-
tant or Impor-

Number rating 
Very Important 

Number rat-
ing Impor-
tant 

• Trees & vegetation 92 46 43 

• Protect wildlife & bird habitation 90 49 38 

• Maintain natural shorelines 86 44 39 

• Wetlands 83 34 46 

• Well kept road access 75 43 30 

  
Detracts from enjoyment of the 
lake 

      

• Sewage issues 85 62 20 

• Residential development 83 52 28 

• Night time noise 83 52 28 

• Mining claims & activities 81 75 4 

• Tree vegetation removal 80 33 45 

• Wildlife depletion 80 40 38 

• Commercial development 77 68 7 

Land Issues  
       

Some questions have inconclusive results. For ex-
ample, the wording about public access was con-
fusing. Respondents were not sure if they were say-
ing that public access was a good or bad thing. 
However, when asked to identify the top actions to 
take to preserve and enhance our lake for future 
generations, “no public access” was listed, along 
with “maintain natural shoreline”, “encourage septic 
system inspection and enforcement”, “maintain wa-
ter quality” and “limit development”. 
 
In response to the question “What do you value 
most about Black Lake?” 65 of  the 97 respondents 
(67%) listed the quiet lifestyle. 

For further survey results detail, please con-
tact one of the directors. 
 
Carol Williams and Betty McNichol 
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Getting to Know Your Black Lake Neighbour 
After the Black Lake Golf Tourna-
ment this year we were invited back 
to Margot and Greg Hallam’s beauti-
ful home on the lake. They have the 
most magnificent fireplace, inset 
with many carved elephants – in-
triguing!!! What is the story of this 
unique fireplace? 

On the last day of summer I visited 
Elizabeth and Bob Pierman, they 
had just moved back from a sum-
mer spent at the lake. Their cottage, 
a kilometer down the road from their 
home on the Narrows Lock Road, is 
on the southeast side of Black Lake, 
a comfortable place with a beautiful 
view. 

They welcomed me to their lovely 
home with a pot of fresh tea and 
home made cookies. On an end 
wall – a replica fireplace to the Hal-
lam’s, inset with carved elephants!! 

Elizabeth and Bob Pierman’s history 
with Black Lake goes back to the 
1940’s.  Elizabeth Lally’s parent’s 
farm was close enough to the lake 
for her, at age 13, to walk to 
McGlade's Fishing Resort on Black 
Lake in the summer. Here she 
worked as a cook and general 
helper. St. Bridget’s Church in 
Stanleyville used one of the cot-
tages, which she cleaned on 
Palmer’s Point as a retreat house; it 
came complete with an altar!! She 
also worked at Billinski Landing 
where she met Bob Pierman. 

Bob was originally from Binghamton 
New York. His parents, Fred and 
Mary Pierman, owned and operated 
a hotel there. Unfortunately his Dad 
died leaving Bob and his Mom to 
run the hotel. She remarried Stanley 
Billinski. When the hotel burnt down, 
the family decided to move to On-
tario. 

Bob was only 16 in 1947 when they 

moved up to Black Lake. His 
Mom and stepfather had bought 
the land running along the lake 
from now Star Point Road down 
to Black Creek. There was also a 
piece of property directly across 
on the north side of the lake 
where there was an old mica 
mine (one of fifteen in North Bur-
gess) – approximately 800 to 
1000 acres in all. On a bay on 
the southeast shore of the prop-
erty, they built their house, 
eleven cottages and a barn to 
house the herd of milking cows. 
They had no hydro until 1955. 
This made for hard work: cutting 
trees for firewood, building cot-
tages, cutting ice in the winter to 
put in the icehouse for summer 
use, cooking, cleaning, milking - 
all done by hand. 

One of Bob’s jobs was to take 
the cream down to the cheese 
factory at Black Creek. It was 
also one of Elizabeth’s jobs to 
take the milk from her parent’s 
farm to the cheese factory. This 
gave the two an opportunity to 
meet and possibly spoon. On 
weekends the local youth gath-
ered for cards, dances, fre-
quently at Billinski’s Landing. 

The cottages were rented in the 
summer and the barn was quite 
often cleared out to sleep up to 
an additional fourteen fishermen. 
The “Landing” was advertised 
with the “American Plan”- break-
fast and supper plus all the fish 
you could catch! 

Mary Billinski had a fascination 
with elephants. Visiting service-
man were offered a free supper if 
they would send a carved ele-
phant from where they were sta-
tioned. Carved elephants trickled 
in from all over the world! She 
hired Joe Oakley to build a fire-

 

Annual General   
Meeting  

Saturday,             
July 10, 2010 

 

place and set over fifteen ele-
phants into the stonework. 

They was also ran a small 
store and restaurant where 
lake residents could eat and 
pick up supplies. Many people 
remember dropping over for an 
ice cream cone on a hot day. 
The bay was also a great gath-
ering place for local kids to 
swim. In the 50’s, Stan Billinski 
left to return to the States, leav-
ing Bob and his mother to run 
the business alone. 

Elizabeth and Bob married in 
1952, buying a farm close by 
on the Narrows Lock Road.  
Along came their five sons and 
life was very busy. Bob had 
always said he wanted a fire-
place like his Moms. So on 
Sundays, after church, they 
packed a lunch, took their five 
boys out for a picnic stopping 
to pick up stones for the con-
struction. Joe Oakley then built 
their fireplace, inset with two 
elephants. 

In 1961 Mary sold the acreage 
and Billinski’s Landing to Earl 
Rose who in turn developed 
the land along the lake. Before 
the sale she deeded two dou-
ble lots to Bob & Elizabeth on 
Island View Drive, one on ei-
ther side of the icehouse. They 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Choose to be “Phosphorus Free”  

Professional Maid Services 
 

♦ House and cottage cleaning  
♦ House and pet sitting  
♦ Senior’s helper  
♦ Customized services available ( e.g. 

shopping)  
 

Call Dianne at 613-264-9661 
   

 

Put your ad here!  

For $25 you can 
reach  

everyone  

on the lake! 

cleared the land and built their three-bedroom cot-
tage. During construction Liz remembers Gary, their 
third son, just seven, going out each day in the boat 
to catch enough fish for lunch that they cooked over a 
wood-fire. 

The Piermans have a 62-year history with Black 
Lake. All five of their boys - Fred, Don, Gary, Kevin 
and Robert, their wives, the ten grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild, live within ten miles of the Lake. 
Robert the youngest has built a home on their second 
lot. Gary still fishes the lake summer and winter. All 
return to the lake to visit and holiday. 

In 1971 Wally and Lee Dyer bought Billinski Landing 
and 80 acres from Earl Rose; they continued to rent 
out the cottages. Then in 1996 Greg Hallam bought 
the main house, two cottages and what remained of  
the Landing. 

My thanks to Elizabeth and Bob for the story behind 
the fireplaces inset with carved elephants. Our visit 
was a delightful way to spend a fall afternoon learning 
Black Lake history from the Piermans. 

Betty McNichol 

(Continued from page 10) 
 

Getting to Know Your Black  
Lake Neighbour (cont.) 

Most lake experts agree: the number one problem is 
too much phosphorus which tends to cause algae 
blooms and even toxic bacterial blooms in our lakes. 
Luckily, there are three very simple things everyone 
can do to reduce their personal contribution to phos-
phorus pollution: 
 
1. choose to pump your septic system every two to 

three years 
2. choose phosphate-free dishwashing and laundry 

detergents 
3. choose phosphorus-free lawn fertilizers (or none at 

all); 

Water Levels / Precipitation 
This has been a record year for rain. In May the 
lake level was 139.42 (meters above sea level), 
July 22nd it was 139.572, at present, Sept. 11 it sits 
at 139.39.  

 

The greatest rainfall recorded in a day was Aug. 
29th with 41 mls. In May we had 76.7 mls. of rain, 
June 63 mls. July 143 mls., Aug. 116 mls. 

Betty McNichol 

Phosphorus is the middle number of the string of 
three on fertilizer bags (make sure it’s zero). 
 

By Penny Turnbull 

Reprinted from the 2009 Sept/Oct Edition of 
Around the Rideau with Permission from the 
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority  
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Citizens’ Mining Advisory Group (CMAG)  
September 2009 Newsletter Highlights 

Bill 173, the amendment to the Mining Act of Ontario, 
was tabled in the Ontario Legislature on April 30, 
2009. At noon, on that same day, Minister Michael 
Gravelle withdrew all unstaked Surface Rights Only 
(SRO) land in Southern Ontario from staking. South-
ern Ontario is defined as the area south of Lake 
Nipissing and the French and Mattawa Rivers.  
 
CMAG Concerns 
Permanence of the withdrawal 
♦ Government response: A minister cannot re-open 

any of the SRO lands to staking, unless it is re-
quested by the landowner. 

 
Need for increased municipal planning powers to al-
low them to decide which portions of its land will be 
used for mineral development 
♦ The new Mining Act does not address land use 

planning, which is considered to be under the 
control of the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing (which can be over ruled by the Ministry 
of Northern Development and Mines when it 
comes to land use in any municipality). 

 
Need for a comprehensive public review of the envi-
ronmental and health impacts of proposed mineral 
exploration and mining activities before such activities 
are undertaken 
♦ Bill 173 proposes a new graduated regulatory 

scheme for early exploration activities which in-
clude rehabilitation requirements, but not full 
health and environmental assessment. However, 
health and environmental assessments will still 
not be mandatory requirements before any mining 
takes place. In fact, in the new Mining Act, there 
are NO required assessments before mining ac-
tivities take place.  

 
Bill Progress 
The government Standing Committee has received 
written submissions and has held meetings around 
the province to hear stakeholder concerns.  The Min-
istry will review these comments and make any 

changes they see fit. They expect the bill to pass early 
2010 
 
Black Lake Concerns 
Tay Valley Township and Black Lake residents should 
remain very concerned about the 14 remaining staked 
claims at the southwest corner of Black Lake. Graphite 
Mountain Inc. was the previous owner, but sold the 
claims in the spring of 2009 to Cardinal Mining. If Cardi-
nal Mining does not  prove that they have spent money 
on these or other claims before September 14, the 
claims will expire. As unstaked SRO land, they will  
then be withdrawn from staking.  While the Ministry of 
Northern Development and Mines  and Forestry 
(MNDM) is slow to make changes on its website, the 14 
claims are still listed as active. We must now wait to 
see what happens to those claims. 
 
CMAG September Newsletter prepared by Wendy 
Hassard and Warren Chafe. 
Summary prepared, with permission, by Carol Wil-
liams 
 
Your Black Lake Contact re Bill 173 

Warren Chafe has been very active with CMAG and is 
available by email at wjchafe50@hotmail.com for Black 
Lake residents wishing further information on the status 
of claims. According to Warren: 

♦ the 14 staked claim numbers are:  748510,  -
  511,  - 512,   - 513,   - 514; and another series: 
840566,  - 567,  - 568,  - 569,  - 570,  - 571,  - 
572,  - 573 and  - 574.  All are S and SW of the SW 
corner of Black lake, with the closest part of one of 
them about 1.5 kilometres away. 

♦ Black Lake residents should write letters to Minister 
Michael Gravelle  (The Honourable Michael Grav-
elle, Minister of Northern Development and Mines, 
99 Wellesley Street West, Room 5630 
Toronto, ON, M7A 1W3) urging him to resolve, at 
long last, the outstanding issue of these old claims 
which were first staked in the 1980s and have had 
two owners.  
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Black Lake Family 
Golf  Tournament 

On behalf of Bob Pelletier and myself I would like 
to thank all the people that helped make this the 
success it was.  
 
The weather was hot and dry when 16 people 
from Black Lake ‘teed” off at Mapleview Golf 
course on Thursday August 13th. There were 9 
places where a person could be the closest to 
the pin, or longest drive, or even closest to the 
rope amongst others but all was done in fun and 
comradeship. Golf scores were only important to 
the individuals as prizes were awarded for spe-
cial activities as well as the open draw at the end 
of the nine holes. 
 
Past President Mike Selig was waiting for every-
one to come at the end of their round and try 
their hand at putting closest to the pin!!  
 
Yvonne Rutherford was closest for the ladies 
and Dan Murphy for the men. 
Margot Hallam won the ladies longest drive with 
a  blast of over 200 yards !! Well done. Must be 
something in the water on the south side of the 
Lake? 
 
Thanks to the Mapleview Golf club for hosting us 
for the second year at such a reduced rate as 
well as Mike Selig for his assistance before and 
during the tournament. Also to Greg Hallam for 
the donation of a special hat from his business. 
 
We hope to see everyone again next year. one 
suggestion was for an earlier start time and per-
haps a Saturday start time? 
 
Bob McNichol 

Tay Valley Township —       
What’s New? 
Well owners in Tay Valley to be surveyed by University 
of Guelph  
 
In September, randomly-selected rural residents in Tay Val-
ley will receive the Ontario Household Water Well Owner 
Survey in the mail. The Guelph Water Management Group 
at the University of Guelph is asking residents to complete 
this very important survey being undertaken in ten ran-
domly-selected rural municipalities across Ontario . While 
over a million people in Ontario rely on their own wells to 
supply household water, very little is known about these 
critical resources. Tragic events, such as the Walkerton 
water contamination incident in 2000, demonstrate the im-
portance of protecting our water supplies. The aim of the 
survey is to learn more about private wells so that well own-
ers can better maintain and protect their wells, and thus 
their health and the health of their families. 
 
The survey takes only 15 minutes to complete, and post-
age-paid return envelopes are provided. Anonymity of par-
ticipants and confidentiality of the information they provide 
are guaranteed by the researchers and the University. The 
first 25 persons in the municipality to return the completed 
survey and an entry form can become eligible for one of 
three cash prizes of $500, $300 and $200. Details are pro-
vided in the survey package.  
 

Emerald Ash Borer Alert 
The Emerald Ash Borer is a highly destructive insect that 
attacks and kills ash trees. It has been discovered in vari-
ous parts of Ontario, including the Ottawa region.  Those 
interested in finding out more about this insect and ways to 
prevent the spread of this disease should visit the Cana-
dian Food Inspection's website at www.inspection.gc.ca . 
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Black Lake Contact Persons 
Black Lake Road      Tony and Jean Nichols 
           Jane Taylor and Grant O’Connor 
Peninsula Drive      Matti Nakkimainen  
Homestead Lane and Neighbours    Jonathan Hooper 
Starhill Road       George and Rosalee Fedak 
        Keith and Nancy Walsh 
Black Lake Route 11A      Monica Robidoux                                  
Tom’s Rock       Bob Pelletier 
Black Lake North Shore and Sunderland Lane   Sue Matte 
West Bay Drive      Caroly Gilchrist 
Black Lake Route 2      Betty McNichol 
Black Lake Route 11      Gail and Rick Lillico  
Black Lake Route 11C       Patricia McCourt 
Lakeview Drive       Brian and Nancy McGlade 
Hands Bay           Judy Hand 
Hands Drive       Bonnie Monker 
Loonie Lane       Raymond Faith 
Birch Grove       Brent Rutherford 
Island View       Bill Hughes 

The Lanark had a very busy summer. In the month of June, officers attended to 1670 Calls For Service, and 
1870 in July. The OPP and our Police Services Boards aim to ensure all  residents and visitors enjoy safety 
on all our roadways, waterways, trails and property. 
Two areas of concern are thefts from unlocked vehicles and false alarms.  
 
It is not uncommon to leave a cell phone, laptop or GPS and large amounts of change in our vehicles. Crimi-
nals take advantage of that and check vehicle doors routinely and clean out whatever they can when they 
have the opportunity. A few safety measures taken can relieve the heartache of losing your personal items.  
♦ Lock your vehicle doors everywhere, including in your driveway.  
♦ Take any expensive items out of your vehicle at night and either store them in the house or in the trunk 

out of sight. The old saying "out of sight out of mind" is especially meaningful when it comes to theft from 
vehicles. 

False alarms are a concern in each of our townships. Each alarm requires police response of a two person 
vehicle and two officers in two vehicles—a considerable cost to the townships each time a false alarm is at-
tended.  
♦ Ensure your system is working and that all your family knows how to run the system.  
♦ Keep keyholder contacts for your alarm company up to date so the alarm company can contact someone 

to attend with the police and ensure follow up is done to ensure no further false alarms happen. 
If you have any issues to discuss be sure to contact your local Police Services Board. 

From the Desk of  Your OPP Detachment Commander 



 

 

2010 Membership Form 
 

Name: ________________________________________     Black Lake Phone Number: ____-____-__________ 
 
 Black Lake Property Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Preferred Mailing Address (if different than above): _________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Email Address:  _________________________________________Home Phone Number: ____-____-___________ 
 

 I would prefer to receive the Newsletter via::   □ Canada Post     or  □ Email 
 
 

 Please mail the bottom half of this form along with payment of $25.00 payable to: 

 

Black Lake Property Owner’s Association, P.O. Box 20006, Perth, ON K7H 3M6 

Black Lake Property Owners Association’—Membership Drive 
 
As stated in the BLPOA Constitution, the Mission of the Association is to identify and maintain an interest in the is-
sues of broad-based concern that may impact the value of owning property abutting Black Lake while at the same 
time promoting or undertaking activities that will help foster a community spirit. 
 
 The objectives of the Association are: 
  
♦ To represent all Black Lake Property Owners. 
 
♦  To help preserve and/or enhance the quality of life for all residents of Black Lake by providing a forum to collec-

tively discuss and, if possible, resolve issues of common concern. 
 
♦ To provide a unified voice in all matters pertaining to and directly affective Black Lake’s water, shoreline, water-

shed and adjacent lands.  Issues of on-going interest include, but are not limited to: health of the environment; 
crime prevention; fire safety; road maintenance; safety in/on the water; noise/light pollution; and, development 
activity. 

 
♦ To monitor the activity of and liaise with the Township of Tay Valley, the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority, 

government agencies and other lake associations, as appropriate to identify and or comment on the potential im-
pact of an issue or initiative on Association members. 

 
♦ To initiate and/or support activities that will facilitate members getting to know their neighbours and develop a 

sense of community. 

 Register now as a member of the BLPOA for the 2010 calendar year.  Please take a moment to complete the 
membership form below and send to the Association along with a cheque for $25.00. 
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