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Black Lake Property Owners’ Association 

Newsletter 

Black Lake Property Owners’ Association 

NO IN-PERSON AGM  AGAIN THIS YEAR!  We will go virtual like last 
year as many of us will still not be vaccinated by early July. 

President’s Message 
Cliff  Halliwell 

Welcome to the 2021 Black Lake 

season.  Unfortunately, 2021 is still 

looking quite a lot like 2020, with 

Covid-19 widely present and protec-

tive measures recommended for all.  

At least we can get outside soon.  

And, vaccinations are coming. 

What happened last year with the 

BLPOA?  A number of big things. 

First, Bruce Brooks, our Treasurer, 

spearheaded a major membership 

drive that almost tripled our member-

ship to 169 out of around 230+ own-

ers.  This is the best we have done in 

the 13 years I have been on the lake.  

This has enabled us to do buy more 

buoys and pay for their deployment. 

Second, we actually did manage an 

AGM, although without much interac-

tivity.  We provided information via 

our MailChimp email system and then 

held votes using the Microsoft 365 

Forms software to create a survey for 

voting.  The voting was largely on the 

usual things, like membership fees, 

but also included voting in a new con-

stitution that (accurately, at last) clas-

sified us as an association, not a cor-

poration.  Results are here. 

Third, we used the internet much 

more for interaction.  The website 

(Continued on page 4) 

BLPOA Membership Fees Now Due! 

Your lake association runs largely on 

volunteer effort, but not exclusively.  

Money is also required for the email 

system, the website, buoys and buoy 

supplies and their deployment, the 

insurance policy and bank fees.   

Last year we got our membership 

count up to 169 owners, representing 

almost three quarters of properties on 

the lake. Thanks to all who signed up.  

This means we are much better 

placed to say that we are reasonably 

representative of lake owners.  We 

could also spend more on things you 

need, like buoys!   

Note: We now much prefer E-transfer 

of your $25 membership fee to: 

blacklakefees@gmail.com 

The security answer has to be 

“blacklake” (all lower case and no 

space).  Easy as pie. 

And, please put your email address 

and lake address in the memo field on 

the transfer, so we know who paid! 

If you want to pay the old way the 

mailing address is on the last page.  

http://www.blacklakeassociation.ca
http://blacklakeassociation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/BLPOA-Virtual-2020-AGM-Record-of-decision-Final.pdf
mailto:blacklakefees@gmail.com
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Black Lake Water Levels: 
By Bruce Burwell 

Page 2  Spring 2021  

The RVCA has now published their graphs of our lake’s water level. You can find it here.  In the first chart 

below rainfall is the greenish bars underneath the lines. You can see a bar near the end of September 

which appears to have caused the lake level to rise. 

The red squares are Elliott Neumann’s manual measurements of levels and the blue ‘hourly level’ ones are 

the automated RVCA ones. The automated ones will always lag behind since to get the automated data an 

RVCA technician has to physically come and remove the device from the lake and download the data.   

(Continued on page 7) 

https://his.rvca.ca/rvcafwl/charts/PERIODIC_HG/BLACK_PUBLIC_HG.html
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BLPOA  

Membership 

All Black Lake 

residents are 

encouraged to 

support the BLPOA 

by joining the 

association  The cost 

of membership is $25 

a year per Family.   

Join because : 

• You care about 

water quality and 

want to promote 

and assist in the 

protection and 

enhancement of the 

natural environment 

of the lake and 

surrounding 

watershed . 

• You enjoy the 

benefits of hazard 

buoys and want to 

contribute to their 

purchase and 

placement on the 

lake. 

• You want to ensure 

regular maintenance 

and updating of the 

website. 

• You view and use 

the BLPOA 

Facebook page . 

• You appreciate the 

beautiful roadside 

signs. 

• You want to provide 

an input into 

activities and issues 

affecting your lake 

and your cottage. 

They Are Coming to Eat Your Trees!  Gypsy Moths 
By Cliff  Halliwell 

We love nature until it starts to win. 

Last year we did have an infestation of 

Gypsy Moths at Black Lake, clearly evi-

dent in lots of ugly caterpillars, followed 

by thinned forest canopy, followed by 

brown lumps, followed by moths.  The 

map shows the 2020 infestation. 

This year could be much worse.  Tree 

canopies could be seriously thinned, or 

even destroyed.  Some trees might not 

make it.   

Early spring is the time to start to pre-

pare. 

Unfortunately, there is nothing that can 

be collectively (municipality or lake as-

sociation) done to deal with this.  Aerial 

spraying is expensive and requires 

consent of all owners.   

Individually, or as groups of lake neigh-

bours, some things can be done, in this 

order: 

Very Early Spring:  Get out and 

around your property and scrape off as 

many lumps of ‘eggs masses’ as you 

can find, whether on trees or even un-

der the lid of your propane tank. Don’t 

let them fall on the ground.  Gather 

them up and either drown them for sev-

eral days or set fire to them (safely).    

Early Spring: Trap the caterpillars that 

hatch.  They will climb up your trees to 

feed and then climb down again.  You 

can wrap folded burlap around the 

trunk and then every morning go out 

and pluck them off and, humanely of 

course he says in jest, kill them.  Yuck.  

As they say about shampoo: ‘rinse and 

repeat’, in this case daily. 

Early May: Once the caterpillars are 

feeding, you can spray a biological in-

secticide called BTK, easily available 

(we hope), on as much foliage (tops 

and bottoms) as you can reach.  Follow 

the bottle directions with 

respect to safety.  Get a 

sprayer with good reach.  

But only spray if you see 

caterpillars, as it is harm-

ful to other caterpillars if 

they are foliage feeders.  

The caterpillars will ingest the BTK 

while eating your leaves and then just 

‘go away’ as one former President 

once said about Covid-19.   

Also clean caterpillar poop off decks 

and cars ASAP.  If it rains it gets sticky. 

Through June: Keep checking for cat-

erpillars.  Kill, kill, kill. 

Through July: Now go after the 

moths.  There are Gypsy Moth traps 

available at Urban Nature.  You hang 

them out, they attract the moths and kill 

them. You need about 4 per acre of 

property.  They can stay out the rest of 

the summer.  Lure refills can bought for 

next year.   

Make sure damaged trees are well wa-

tered, if it conditions are y.  

Through August and After: Now is 

the time to look for and destroy those 

egg masses again.  Kill, kill, kill. 

Good luck.  The better we do individu-

ally the better off all of us are. 

(Continued on page 4) 

https://www.urbannaturestore.ca/
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Where Else to Go at Black Lake 
By Your BLPOA Board 

stayed up-to-date.  With much higher membership, 

our MailChimp email distribution list grew dramati-

cally to 186 and we used it a lot.  Facebook registra-

tion continued to grow.  We used the Microsoft 

Forms system to conduct member views on three 

key issues of concern: (a) the Tay Valley draft recre-

ational plan and its proposal for a lake canoe/kayak 

access site (b) water safety and (c) water quality.   

Fourth, we finally really got on top of putting buoys 

out and getting them back again, by hiring someone 

rather than the perennial and never-very-successful 

quest for volunteers.  The usual caveat still applies: 

boaters have to beware, as not all shoals are 

marked, especially near shore. 

Now, on to 2021.  First, nature is still giving us a 

hard time.  We still have Covid-19 and could have 

an even larger infestation of Gypsy Moths this 

Spring, endangering our tree canopy and even 

some trees. 

Second, our AGM will again be ‘virtual’, as no one 

will be doing in-person meetings in Summer 2021 

yet.  As last year, the formal process of voting and 

electing will be done by survey form.  But, we are 

going to experiment with some BLPOA Zoom meet-

ings, for open discussion of some topics (to be 

named later) and an information session.  These will 

be scheduled at times when Internet bandwidth 

might be better, maybe one or more before the May 

long weekend when many of you may still be in the 

bandwidth-rich fleshpots of the city. 

We will again be gathering information, via surveys.  

One will be about your experience, good, bad or 

indifferent, with Black Lake Internet and cellular pro-

viders.  It may help you pick a provider.  It may also 

help providers picking Black Lake for investments to 

improve access. 

We will also use our higher membership revenues 

to expand water testing, adding sites to those nor-

mally sampled by the RVCA.  The focus will be on 

near-shore water quality: where you swim or draw 

your drinking water! 

Of course, I would also be remiss not to appeal for 

some additional help with volunteers to join the 

Board and take on some of the ongoing activities.   

In closing, as we move through 2021 to, hopefully 

put Covid behind us, I hope you stay healthy and 

safe.  In particular, we hope our American owners 

can finally make it back up to enjoy the lake. 

P.S. Be happy we are on a smaller lake.  I am hear-

ing that (big) boat traffic is increasing dramatically 

on larger lakes! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Black Lake is lovely.  Yet, you cannot bike or hike on it.  Fear not!  There are other places to go and do out-

door recreational activities near Black Lake.  Here are a few links: 

• Lanark County Cycling Tours: https://lanarkcountytourism.com/tours/cycling/  and 

                     Lanark County (ontariobybike.ca)  

• Tay Valley Trails and Paddling Routes: Trails and Routes - Tay Valley Township (tayvalleytwp.ca)  

• Rideau Trail Club: Home - Rideau Trail Association | Rideau Trail Association  

• Rideau Valley Conservation Authority:  

 Foley Mountain: Foley Mountain CA (rvca.ca)  

 Perth Wildlife Reserve: Perth Wildlife Reserve CA (rvca.ca)  

 Rideau Ferry Yacht Club: Rideau Ferry Yacht Club CA (rvca.ca)  

• Murphy’s Point Provincial Park: Welcome to Murphys Point Provincial Park (ontarioparks.com)  

Note: In some cases fees will apply.  Get out and enjoy the upcoming good weather. 

http://blacklakeassociation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/BLPOA_Survey_on_TVT_Master_Recreation_Plan_Final_Results_June_14_2020.pdf
http://blacklakeassociation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/BLPOA_Survey_on_TVT_Master_Recreation_Plan_Final_Results_June_14_2020.pdf
http://blacklakeassociation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/BLPOA-Black-Lake-Water-Safety-Survey-Final.pdf
http://blacklakeassociation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/BLPOA-2020-Black-Lake-Water-Quallity-Survey-Results-Final.pdf
https://lanarkcountytourism.com/tours/cycling/
https://www.ontariobybike.ca/great-places-to-cycle/ontario-highlands/lanark-county
https://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/discover-tay-valley/trails-and-routes.asp
https://www.rideautrail.org/
https://www.rvca.ca/conservation-areas/fee-required/foley-mountain-ca
https://www.rvca.ca/conservation-areas/fee-required/perth-wildlife-reserve-ca
https://www.rvca.ca/conservation-areas/fee-required/rideau-ferry-yacht-club-ca
https://www.ontarioparks.com/park/murphyspoint
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Boat Removal, Storage and Launching: 

• Brian Stinson (613) 464-3711 stinson09@hotmail.com   

• “The Lake Buoys” Rob Pierman (613) 264-5060 rob.pierman@broadviewnc.ca  

Boat Shrink Wrapping: 

• The Lake Buoys” Rob Pierman (613) 264-5060 rob.pierman@broadviewnc.ca  

Dock Removal, Storage and Deployment: 

• Rob Pierman (613) 264-5060 rob.pierman@broadviewnc.ca 

Grass Cutting and Property Maintenance: 

• Bosman's All Weather Property Maintenance (613) 259-2352 office.bosmans@gmail.com  

• Brian Stinson (613) 464-3711 stinson09@hotmail.com   

• “The Lake Buoys” Rob Pierman (613) 264-5060 rob.pierman@broadviewnc.ca  

Tree Removal:  

• Brian Stinson (613) 464-3711 stinson09@hotmail.com   

Riding Mowers Servicing: 

• Don Pierman (613) 264-5400  Cell (613) 812-8686  

Cottage Checks and Light Maintenance :  

• Bill Woodley (613) 706-4402 wackeywoodley@gmail.com 

• “The Lake Buoys” Rob Pierman (613) 264-5060 rob.pierman@broadviewnc.ca  

 

Chainsaw Carver: 

• Peter Van Adrichem fleetwoodpva@yahoo.ca 

Black Lake Services Directory 
Note: Does not include professional trades etc., just lake-living-related services 

Testing Drinking Water  

You can get your indoor water tested 

through the Leads, Grenville and Lanark 

Public Health Unit.  See Well Water Sam-

pling - Leeds, Grenville and Lanark District 

Health Unit . 

 

Free Septic Inspections 

It is not obligatory to have our septic systems in-

spected on Black Lake, unlike 9 other lakes in Tay 

Valley.  It is neighbourly though!  Where inspec-

tions are obligatory over one third of systems 

need some maintenance, maybe just cleaning, 

while maybe one in ten need replacement.  If 

yours has reached that point, you are jeopardizing 

the water quality that you or your neighbours get 

from your wells, the water quality where you and 

your neighbours swim and the lake in general.  

You can get free inspections through the Missis-

sippi Rideau Septic System Office.  

https://healthunit.org/health-information/drinking-water/well-water-sampling/
https://healthunit.org/health-information/drinking-water/well-water-sampling/
https://healthunit.org/health-information/drinking-water/well-water-sampling/
https://www.rvca.ca/regulations-planning/septic-approvals/mississippi-rideau-septic-system-office
https://www.rvca.ca/regulations-planning/septic-approvals/mississippi-rideau-septic-system-office
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Still Not Getting Our Emails?  How to Sign Up 
Cliff  Halliwell 

Are you not getting the emails?  Then it is because you are not signed up!  You must sign up so our send-

ing you emails is compliant with the Canadian Anti-Spam Legislation (CASL).   Sending us your email ad-

dress won’t work.  This can be done via this signup link on our BLPOA website.  You can also unsub-

scribe there if you have left the lake or, heaven forbid, don’t want to hear from us.  You can also provide 

contact info at that time (see above). 

Last year the buoys were fully deployed in the spring 

and then collected for the winter after Thanksgiving.  

This is the first time in several years we had pretty 

much full coverage of the shoals originally picked for 

marking by Bob Everett.   

How did we pull this off?  With your membership 

dollars!  We hired someone!  Volunteers were just 

not volunteering enough.   

We will do the same thing again this year.  I have 

also mapped a couple of more shoals that could 

benefit from the buoys and they will be marked this 

Spring.  We bought more buoys last winter and can 

expand our marking slightly, while having some 

spares in case some get lost.   

We had thought about getting some smaller buoys 

and ‘selling’ them to members at a nominal fee for 

marking their own near-shore 

shoals.  They turned out to be 

too expensive, so we won’t do 

that.  If you do have a shoal just 

off your property, you can also 

do the usual bleach bottle 

(suitably cleaned) on a rope and 

a concrete block.   

I still have to state our usual 

disclaimer.  You boaters are 

responsible for not hitting shoals.  

Not all are thoroughly marked, 

especially those near shore.  If 

you actually collide with Tay Valley Township, you 

were not being careful enough.  Safe boating! 

Lake Buoys Shoal Marking Update 
Cliff  Halliwell 

Who Are you? 
BLPOA Owner Info Still Wanted for Many of  You 

We want the association to broadly represent owners on the lake.  But, we need to know who you are.  In 

the past our ‘owners’ records have largely been members records, covering those who are or have been 

members, so we only had some info on maybe one in five owners. 

Last year we worked hard at trying to get better information on owners, and have made tremendous pro-

gress.    This enabled us to go virtual for the pandemic.  But, we still have gaps.   

Note: If you sign up for emails (see below) you can also fill out contact information at that time.   Ditto, if 

you use e-payment for your membership fees: remember to add contact information. 

Also Note: This information is for the use of Board members only, to maintain contact with owners 

— not just members — and of course chase after you for membership fees! 

http://blacklakeassociation.ca/home/contact-us/manage-your-subscriptions/
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So what does it show? Well at the end of October we were talking in Facebook about how high the lake 

was.  On the second chart on page 2 those are the light green dots. You can see from the graph that late 

October was near the peak though and the lake then fell continuously until November 20th.   

Another way to look at the same data is averaged as a bar chart. The bar chart below shows monthly aver-

ages but does not capture the peak we had at the end of October.  The green bars for 2020 show levels 

overall were in the normal range. 

Ice in and ice out dates aren’t measured, with shallower parts of the lake freezing first and maybe being the 

last to melt.  Based on what I’ve seen and people’s accounts on Facebook the ice is usually ‘in’ before the 

end of December and ‘out’ round about the first or second week of April. I wondered whether global warm-

ing would impact these dates and/or lake levels in the coming years.  

(Continued from page 2) 
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The BLPOA Website 

The site is here.  Most of our documents are 

posted on it.  When you get an email from us, 

typically the email contains a link to the docu-

ment on the website.  This also means that, for 

those of you into nostalgia, previous documents 

are available too.  We have an archives page 

with some material going back to 1980.  It is 

here. 

BLPOA Facebook Update 

Over the last year the membership and activity in 

the BLPOA Facebook group has increased sig-

nificantly.  Currently there are 376 participants.  

We do not require BLPOA membership to be on 

our FB group, unless you are using it to offer paid ser-

vices to owners. 

So if you’re not already part of the group click on the Face-

book icon and join now! 

Why Are Leaves Important? 
Anita Payne 

We are fortunate to live in a region with seasons and 

deciduous trees. The trees give us oxygen and 

shade in the summer and drop their leaves in fall to 

increase sun exposure in the winter.  

Trees also stabilize soil on slopes and 

manage water flow, reducing run-off 

of excessive nutrients into the lake. 

Fallen leaves have an ecological 

function too. Leaves decompose 

through the actions of earthworms, 

fungi and soil microorganisms. Organ-

ic matter and nutrients released en-

rich the soil and support plant and 

tree growth.  

What should lake residents do with all those leaves 

each fall? Ben and Mark Cullen say “Leave the 

leaves” here. They call them “priceless”.  

Leaves contain all the nutrients necessary to fertilize 

plants. Why bag up leaves, take them away in the 

fall and then buy mulch or compost or even chemical 

fertilizer in the spring?  

The Cullens recommend running your lawnmower, 

preferably a mulching mower, over the leaves and 

leave them. Most of them will break down 

over the winter.  

Oak leaves don’t break down as easily, so 

you can mow them and then put them on 

your gardens.  

Leaving the leaves near the trees that 

drop them is doing them a favour. With the 

regular droughts and caterpillar infesta-

tions we have been having, our trees need 

all the help we can give them. Watering 

during droughts may be necessary too. 

Note: Burning leaves is not a good option. Never 

put leaves into the lake; the nutrients will sup-

port algal and aquatic plant growth.  Also, try to 

rake the leaves not blow them, to keep noise pollu-

tion down.   

Black Lake Water Quality Update 
Cliff  Halliwell 

The RVCA samples our lake twice a year, normally at multiple sites.  Last year, not so much.  They sam-

pled twice, but at only a handful of locations as they had to paddle to them.  The results for those few 

sites are in line with past results.  I update plots of the results and they are on the BLPOA website here.  

For 2021 we will try to expand the number of sites covered (see the RVCA discussion on page 11). 

http://blacklakeassociation.ca/
http://blacklakeassociation.ca/home/archives/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114662259641/
http://markcullen.com/leave-your-leaves/
http://blacklakeassociation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Black-Lake-Water-Quality-Data-for-Selected-Sites-from-RVCA.pdf
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What Has Your BLPOA Board of  Directors Been Doing? 

President: Cliff Halliwell 

• Drafting meeting agendas 

• Liaison with TVT and RVCA 

• Newsletter editor, using Microsoft Publisher, and newsletter contributions 

• Buoys management, including purchasing, mapping and liaising with the person who is paid to deploy 

them in the spring and take them out in the fall 

• Writing and sending MailChimp emails, with Brian 

• Developing the owners/members database in Microsoft Access, and maintaining the data  

• Documenting many of the functions and processes we use, for continuity as the Board turns over 

Secretary:  Brian Johnson 

• Recording meeting decisions 

Treasurer: Bruce Brooks 

• Maintaining the bank accounts and receiving all e-deposits 

• Recording all financial transactions and maintaining books and  records 

• Liaising with insurance and investment advisors  

• Issuing membership fee requests, maintaining historical records and coordinating membership can-

vassing 

Director: Brian Johnson 

• Maintaining and administering the BLPOA MailChimp email system, including paying the fees 

• Writing and sending MailChimp emails, with Cliff 

• Maintaining and updating the BLPOA website using WordPress 

• Maintaining the website hosting contract and domain registration and paying the annual fee 

Director: Neris Allen 

• Managing the clothing inventory, including design and orders 

Director: Anita Payne 

• Liaison with Lake Networks 

• Regular contributor to the Spring newsletter 

Director: Jonathan Hooper 

• Administrator of our Facebook page, including approving those who wish to join 

Director: Bill Woodley 

• Assistance with owner/membership canvassing 

More hands mean lighter work.  In recent years your association has 

been adversely affected by a lack of  redundancy for some key activities 

We can use some more volunteers, either on the board or just for spe-

cific activities.  If  interested, please contact Cliff  Halliwell 
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I am pleased to report that 2020, 
despite the presence of Covid-
19, saw an increased participa-
tion of property owners in the 
Black Lake Property Owner’s 
Association whereby we now 
represent 169 of the approxi-
mate 233 properties.  

Our goal for 2021, with your 
help, is to get this number to 200 
properties.  

For the year 2020, we again ran 
a small surplus of $360 but that 
was after increasing our expend-
itures on buoys and related 
hardware to $2,380. We believe 
we are now set with a sufficient 
inventory of buoys for the next 
few years. 

On December 31, 2020, the As-
sociation’s surplus stood at 
$15,050. We are planning to 
build this surplus to approxi-
mately $20,000 over the next 
few years. This surplus should 
provide sufficient cushion for un-
expected expenditures or com-
mitments that may arise some-
time down the road. 

In 2021, our current plan is to 
increase water quality testing 
over and above the limited test-
ing done by the Rideau Valley 
Conservation Authority (RVCA) 
and accordingly we currently ex-
pect additional costs in this area 
of approximately $1,000. 

Thanks to all the fee-paying 
members of the Association. 
You are the ones who are mak-
ing a difference to our communi-
ty. 

BLPOA Finances for 2020 
Bruce Brooks 

Black Lake Property Owner's Association
for the period ended December 31, 2020

Dec. 31/20 Dec 31/19

Revenue

Membership fees  (2020 = 151; 2019 = 62) 3,775$         1,616$       

Memberships re:past years 325              -             

Clothing sales -                   454            

Investment Income 48                115            

AGM 50/50 Draw -                   53              

4,148           2,237         

Expenses

Communications 147              187            

Donations 200              200            

Insurance 984              984            

Annual General Meeting -                   132            

Clothing -                   378            

Supplies 50                -                 

Buoys in/out 800              

Buoy hardware 1,580           -                 

Bank fees 27                3                

3,788           1,882         

Net Income (loss) for the period 360$            355$          

Cash 8,349$         6,805$       

Investments (current value) 7,368           7,320         

Prepaid expense 50                50              

Black Lake Clothing for sale 766              766            

Total Assets 16,532$       14,941$     

Accounts payable 1,007$         -$               

Membership Fees paid in advance 475              250            

Gains on Investment to Dec 2018 -                   2,658         

Transfer to opening surplus -                   2,658-         

1,482           250            

Members Equity

Opening 14,691         11,678       

Transfer in gains on investments -                   2,658         

Adjusted opening surplus 14,691         14,336       

Net income (loss) for the year (see above) 360 355            

Closing equity 15,050         14,691       

Total Liabilities and Equity 16,532$       14,941$     

Balance Sheet

Income Statement  
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Local Government Activities 
By Cliff  Halliwell 

 

• TVT is finishing off a service provision review, 

using resident surveys (the link was sent to 

BLPOA Email subscribers) and interviews with 

local residents and staff and Council members.  

Stay tuned. 

• The province requires local governments to up-

date their official plans every five years. The offi-

cial plan encompasses zoning and permitted 

property uses.  TVT is starting its update later this 

year.  Consultations will begin in May or June.  

Some issues may arise out of new provincial 

flood-plain mapping and endangered species as-

sessments, which must be taken into account. 

• TVT will also be consulting residents on Council 

structure later this year.  At present Council has a 

Reeve, a Deputy Reeve and 6 Councillors, two 

elected in each of the three wards (the wards 

were their own townships before amalgamation,  

and Black Lake is in Burgess Ward).  At issue 

may be how many wards and how many Council-

lors as there is some population difference 

amongst the three wards. 

• TVT has bought a tractor and a mower to enable 

them to cut the brush along township road verges 

twice a year this year, instead of the previous 

once.  This will help keep down Wild Parsnip, ide-

ally cut before it goes to seed. 

• Issues that may come up this year are a noise 

bylaw and a property standards bylaw.   

 

• In 2020, due to the pandemic, RVCA were only 

able to bring in a canoe to test the lake, so they 

sampled very few spots.  In 2021 we may move 

to a model whereby we volunteer to do the sam-

pling (the expensive part due to labour costs) 

and they provide some instruction and cover lab 

costs, enabling us to do more sites. 

• In response to an increasing number of applica-

tions for boat houses and boat ports, the RVCA 

initiated discussions with our municipalities last 

year about regulatory policies that would inform 

applicants and guide the review of these applica-

tions. We are establishing a municipal and agen-

cy working group to assist with the preparation of 

these policies. The draft policies will be available 

for public consultation, including the lake associ-

ations, later this year, after which a final draft will 

be presented to the RVCA Board of Directors for 

approval and implementation. 

• For the second year in a row RVCA support from 

One Tree Canada will enable them to subsidize 

private property tree planting, at $0.15 a tree.  

Further information can be found here.  Note, 

this program is aimed at reforesting larger sites, 

such as former fields, so likely not lake lots. 

• RVCA continues to offer its consultative support 

for shoreline naturalization, with info available 

here.  Remember, shoreline naturalization and 

septic maintenance are the best things you can 

do to maintain or improve lake quality, for all of 

us. 

• The other thing that helps the lake, as we are 

getting heavier rains, is proper run-off manage-

ment so debris and pollutants do not wash off 

your property into the lake.  RVCA has a great 

guide to this here.   

TVT Links: 
Garbage Service 

Planning and Development: 

Fire Permit 

https://www.rvca.ca/stewardship-grants/tree-planting
https://www.rvca.ca/stewardship-grants/shoreline-naturalization/shoreline-naturalization-program
https://www.rvca.ca/media/k2/attachments/reducing_your_runoff.pdf
https://www.rvca.ca/
http://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/resident-services/garbage-and-recycling.asp
http://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/resident-services/planning-and-development.asp
http://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/resident-services/Fire-Permits.asp
https://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/index.asp
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President: Cliff Halliwell  

Cliff has been on the lake since August 2009.  He and his wife Veena are retired federal 
public servants who alternate amongst their Ottawa home, their Black Lake property, 
and their various travels around the world.  Aside from the general interest in lake living,  
Cliff also very much enjoys amateur astronomy from the cottage at Black Lake, with his 
viewing horizons very much (but sadly) aided by the demise of the various Elm trees 
that used to dot the property.  He was elected President at the 2018 AGM. 
 
 

Treasurer: Bruce Brooks 
Grew up in Ottawa and later partied at Queens 68 to 72.  Became a chartered accountant 

in 1974 and subsequently started my own CA firm in 1980. Merged into Collins Barrow 

Ottawa and was managing partner for 14 years.  My area of specialization was valuing 

businesses and quantifying business losses for litigation and other purposes. I am a strug-

gling golfer, cyclist, cross country skier and hiker. My wife Jenny and I have 2 kids & 4 

grand children. We love to travel independently, especially to countries where the recrea-

tion is plentiful and the food excellent, and of course spending our summers at Black 

Lake. 

 

 

Jonathan Hooper 
Our family has been on the lake for the past 30 years and loving every minute of it!! 

I've been on the executive for over 10 years. My main reason for joining was to get to 

know other folks from around the lake and to contribute something as well. It's great 

to see the flow of information and pictures from our Facebook page. Thus far I have 

enjoyed my time on the executive and hope to stay on.  

 

Neris Allan 

I have lived in Perth for 30 years, and have been at Black Lake for 11 years. On the 

board of the BLPOA since 2010, I am looking toward retirement soon @ Black Lake! 

 

 

 

 

Anita Payne 

I moved to Black Lake in 1991 with my family and became president of what was 
then the Stanleyville Black Lake Association a few months later. After 11 years in 
Stratford, I returned to Black Lake in 2011 for my retirement from teaching high 
school science.  

Now I have also retired from running for the Green Party after 5 campaigns and 
continue to volunteer for Citizens' Climate Lobby and the Canadian Federation of 
University Women - Perth and District. 

(Continued on page 13) 

Meet Your BLPOA Board Members 
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Bill Woodley  

Bill and his wife Judy live full time on Tom's Rock here at Black Lake and absolutely 
enjoy the lake and their many friends. They moved here from Ottawa 14 years ago, 
and have never been bored here at the lake throughout the seasons. 

Bill keeps himself busy during the year doing cottage checks and building decks, 
stairways and small renovation projects. He shows up on time and within budget for 
his building projects. His winters are occupied with wood carving, reading, and 
bridge. 

You may see him walking along Black Lake Road throughout the year or swim-
ming along Black Lake North Shore in the Summer. 

Brian Johnson: 

Brian Johnson and his wife Carolyn have been full-time residents of Black Lake’s 
eastern shore since September 2012.  Brian is an IT specialist for Eaton Corpora-
tion but gets to enjoy the lake view working from his home office.  Carolyn is a 
retired teacher who now schools their four shelties.   They enjoy the quiet life af-
ter previously living in Toronto and the Pittsburgh area.  

 

James Anderson: 

Though we recently relocated to the UK, I lived in Ottawa for 47 years. My 
career has been spent entirely in the inter-related worlds of public policy and 
politics.  I've been a public servant, a policy advisor to cabinet ministers, polit-
ical campaign manager, community activist and volunteer, political news en-
trepreneur (iPolitics and currently National Newswatch) and public affairs and 
government relations consultant.  Stefanie and I love Black Lake and expect 
to begin construction of our house in the next 12 months. We plan to live 
there full-time once we have both retired. 

(Continued from page 12) 

The President is directly elected by the membership, at the AGM.  All other Board of Members are also 

elected at large (the Board determines who performs various functions.) at the AGM, up to a maximum 

of 10.  Votes are only held if there are two or more candidates for the President's position or more than 

10 candidates for the Board, including the President and a  ‘Past President’, who is ex officio.  The 

Board may also appoint Board members up to the maximum, although they must then be confirmed at 

the next AGM.   

We have openings for new members of the Board of Directors.  If you are interested in 

standing for election please contact any board member.   

Where Does Your BLPOA Board Come From? 
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Black Lake Property Owners’ Association 

Mission and Objectives 

BLACK LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

As stated in the BLPOA Constitution, the Mission of the Association is to identify and maintain an interest 

in the issues of broad-based concern that may impact the value of owning property abutting Black Lake 

while at the same time promoting or undertaking activities that will help foster a community spirit. 

The objectives of the Association are: 

• To represent all Black Lake Property Owners. 

• To help preserve and/or enhance the quality of life for all residents of Black Lake by providing a forum to 

collectively discuss and, if possible, resolve issues of common concern. 

• To provide a unified voice in all matters pertaining to and directly affecting Black Lake’s water, shoreline, 

watershed and adjacent lands. Issues of on-going interest include, but are not limited to: health of the 

environment; crime prevention; fire safety; road maintenance; safety in/on the water; noise/light pollu-

tion; and, development activity. 

• To monitor the activity of and liaise with the Township of Tay Valley, the Rideau Valley Conservation Au-

thority, government agencies and other lake associations, as appropriate to identify and/or comment on 

the potential impact of an issue or initiative on Association members. 

• To initiate and/or support activities that will facilitate members getting to know their neighbours and de-

velop a sense of community. 

 

Name: _______________________________________     Black Lake Phone Number: ____-____-__________ 

 

Black Lake Property Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address (if different than above): 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Email Address: _________________  I consent to receive BLPOA Emails  

 

Home Phone Number: ______-______-__________________ 

 

Please mail this form along with payment of $25.00 made payable to: 

Black Lake Property Owner’s Association, c/o Bill Woodley 

119 Tom's Rock, Perth Ontario K7H 3C5 

Or See section on membership e-payment in this newsletter 

 

 

You can subscribe to the annual newsletter and occasional email updates at: 

http://blacklakeassociation.ca/home/contact-us/manage-your-subscriptions/ 
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