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NO AGM THIS YEAR!  We will go virtual to the extent possible. 

President’s Message 
Cliff  Halliwell 

Wow!  This is going to be a year un-

like others at Black Lake, as a result 

of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.   

Right now the province and local gov-

ernments are still discouraging peo-

ple from going up to their seasonal 

places and the border with the U.S. is 

closed. The reason for discouraging 

this is threefold: (1) help protect local 

residents in more rural areas where 

Covid-19 is less present (2) ensure 

that the local, and limited, health care 

services are not overwhelmed if the 

seasonal surge in residents leads to 

a surge in infection and (3) ensure 

that local supplies remain adequate 

for full timers. 

Now, most non-permanent residents 

of Black Lake have their permanent 

residence in the Ottawa region, so 

can get supplies before coming up 

and can return to the ‘big city’ if un-

well.  At some point the locals will 

start to say ‘come on over...and 

shop’, albeit with adequate protec-

tion.  When they do we encourage 

you to support the local economy.  

Distancing, though, may last through 

next year unfortunately.  Remember, 

though, that the goal is to ensure as 

many people as possible have their 

next years.  In the meantime, please 

do understand their fears. 

To that end, we will not be holding a 

physical AGM this year.  We will try to 

(Continued on page 4) 

BLPOA Membership Fees Now Due! 

Your lake association runs largely on 

volunteer effort, but not exclusively.  

Money is also required for the email 

system, the web site, buoys and buoy 

supplies, the insurance policy and 

bank fees.   

Unfortunately, a minority subsidizes 

the majority, both in terms of volun-

teers and money. Only a quarter of 

owners are paid members.   

That makes it hard for BLPOA to claim 

that it really represents the views of 

owners, as only members can vote 

Moreover, in past years, most fees 

came in at the AGM in July, with a few 

cheques being mailed in at other 

times.  This is not possible this year 

with no in-person AGM.   

Note: You can now  E-transfer your 

$25 membership fee to: 

blacklakefees@gmail.com 

The security answer has to be 

“blacklake” (all lower case and no 

space).  Easy as pie. 

http://www.blacklakeassociation.ca
mailto:blacklakefees@gmail.com
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Black Lake Water Levels: 
Bruce Burwell 

Page 2  Spring 2020  

Without cheating and looking at the data - what do 

you think the difference is between the highest and 

lowest levels on Black Lake on a year by year basis? 

• 2 metres or more? 

• About 1.5 metres? 

• About 1 metre? 

• Less than a metre? 

The answer may surprise you. “Less than a metre” is 

the closest to the true answer for the years we’ve got 

good data from - 2015 to the present.   

Look at the ‘High minus low’ row in the table.  All of 

the numbers are in metres and represent an offset 

from a fixed point. In only one year of the past 5 has 

the difference between high and low been as much 

as a metre: 2017. And 2017 featured the highest level 

in spring that we’ve recorded in the last 5 years. 

Some people have worried that the lake may be drop-

ping in level over time or that in a year like this one 

where the spring levels wer relatively low that the end 

of the year might be a record low. However the data 

in the table doesn’t seem to support that. There is a 

very small difference between all the ‘lows’ from 2016 

to 2019. 

The other thing the data seems to show is that the 

level in the spring doesn’t mean much when we get to 

the fall. The level in spring 2017 was super-high but 

by the lowest point in the fall it was pretty much the 

same as other years.  

Clearly 2015 was a bit different than these other 

years with a higher ‘low water mark’. My best guess 

is that there was a good sized beaver dam in place 

that entire year on the outlet creek which kept the wa-

ter from reaching its usual low point. 

We’ll keep an eye on the levels and report them 

again on the Facebook page if there is anything inter-

esting going on.  

Thanks as usual to Elliott Neumann for all the meas-

urements and the RVCA for the occasional calibration 

of the measurement gauge.  

TVT Links: 
Garbage Service 

Planning and Development: 

Fire Permit 

Black Lake: Difference Between High 
and Low Water Levels (Metres) 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

High  0.60 0.75 1.09 0.75 0.77 

Low 0.26 0.00 0.06 -0.01 -0.03 

High mi-
nus low 

0.34 0.75 1.03 0.76 0.80 

NO In-person BLPOA 2020 AGM 

Not happening in its traditional form!   

We will be exploring means of having an equivalent information flow and votes on 
needed approvals through the email system.  Look for more emails by late June and 
early July. 

http://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/resident-services/garbage-and-recycling.asp
http://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/resident-services/planning-and-development.asp
http://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/resident-services/Fire-Permits.asp
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BLPOA  

Membership 

All Black Lake 

residents are 

encouraged to 

support the BLPOA 

by joining the 

association  The cost 

of membership is $25 

a year per Family.   

Join because : 

• You care about 

water quality and 

want to promote 

and assist in the 

protection and 

enhancement of the 

natural environment 

of the lake and 

surrounding 

watershed  

• You enjoy the 

benefits of hazard 

buoys and want to 

contribute to their 

purchase and 

placement on the 

lake 

• You want to ensure 

regular maintenance 

and updating of the 

website. 

• You view and use 

the BLPOA 

Facebook page  

• You appreciate the 

beautiful roadside 

signs 

You want to provide 

an input into activities 

and issues affecting 

your lake and your 

cottage. 

Where Does my Poop Go?  
Maintaining Your Septic System 
Cliff  Halliwell 

In the city, you flush, the contents go 

away, and you don’t worry what hap-

pens otherwise, at least until you get 

your water/sewer bill. 

Not the same at Black Lake!  It goes 

into a system on your property, one 

that needs to be adequately main-

tained.   

Otherwise, you may be leaking efflu-

ents into the lake, near the shore  

where you, family, friends and neigh-

bours swim.  That effluent  would also 

contribute to the weed and algae 

growth we so know and love. 

You may think your system is OK.  

Many are.  Many are not.  The results 

from the 9 local (Tay Valley Township) 

lakes for which septic inspections are 

now mandatory show that under half 

fully pass an inspection, and around 

one in ten are in need of complete re-

placement!  That septic system could 

be yours or your neighbour’s! 

What do you need to do to ensure your 

system is in good shape? 

Job one is getting it regularly pumped, 

every year or two.  If it is not, solids 

build up and solidify, blocking the out-

flow.  Your pumping company can also 

check basics, such as the condition of 

baffles.   

What if you don’t come up to the lake 

much?  Does your system need less 

maintenance?   

On the contrary.  A septic system that 

is little used can have more problems.  

Bacteria levels can drop below that 

needed for adequate decomposition.  A 

tank can even dry out.  

Can you get it inspected?  Yes.  The 

Mississippi-Rideau Septic System Of-

fice (MRSSO) will conduct inspections 

if you wish.  They can be contacted 

here: MSSRO   

What do they do? .  

The tank covers (there are two) will 

have to be found and exposed (ideally 

by the owners), the same as for septic 

cleaning (drop a patio stone on the 

openings to mark where they are).  The 

covers are removed, the tanks are in-

spected for sludge levels, whether it is 

currently or sometimes filled beyond 

capacity and whether it flows properly 

to the weeping/leaching bed.   This in-

cludes ensuring that the tank baffles 

are intact and working.   

The weeping bed is inspected visually 

for surface water levels and for possi-

ble tree root encroachment and to en-

sure it covers the needed 22 square 

metres.  It may be tested by probing to 

ensure there is adequate depth (90cm 

of soil, of which 65cm is appropriate for 

the bed) above the omnipresent Lanark 

bedrock. 

They also check for the set-back from 

the lake, which needs to be 15-

30 metres for existing systems and 30 

metres or more for new properties.  

While many systems do not pass in-

spection, in most cases pumping and 

modest repairs are necessary.  If it 

needs replace-

ment, that is a 

different matter 

but necessary.  It 

may be seeping 

into the water 

where you swim 

and play! 

http://mvc.on.ca/septic-systems/
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Critter-proof  Composting  
Anita Payne 

 

set up an email-based survey system to garner 

views on some issues and to get votes on some 

things that need membership approval. Our email 

system is back up and running after being AWOL for 

unavoidable reasons last year. 

Speaking of membership, we are putting together a 

database of local properties and owners and their 

membership status.  It turns out there are about 230 

properties.  Typically only a quarter of these join.  

We also lack a lot of the basic contact information, 

for owners and even many members.  Our records 

may still include people who are long gone.  

We will be canvassing for both the general infor-

mation and membership this year, as we would like 

to better represent owners.  For example, we would 

like to better hear from owners regarding issues 

concerning us, such as the possible canoe/kayak 

launch and environmental issues. 

So, if you have not done so, please do send Board 

members your basic contact information: road ad-

dress, owner(s) name(s), email address, a contact 

phone number and ideally a permanent mailing ad-

dress if is not Black Lake.  If you are a recent own-

er, you could also let us know who the previous 

owner was so we can adjust our owners/members 

database. 

In the meantime, please be careful and stay healthy, 

in body and in mind. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Can I compost at the lake?  Some people might say 

“won’t the animals get into it?”  

Modern plastic composters have secure fitting lids 

that confound would be critter compost snackers. 

And proper composting techniques will reduce 

odours that annoy neighbours and attract animals. 

Only vegetable matter, no meat scraps or bones, 

should be put into a backyard composter.  

Although many TVT residents already compost 

kitchen waste, meat and bones usually end up in 

landfill. That will be a challenge for the township. 

Meat and bones can be dealt with using a digester 

such as a green cone. I have never used one, so I 

don’t know how well they would work here. 

Composting can be a rigorous process or can be 

done the lazy way. I choose lazy! In the fall, I collect 

bags of leaves that other people have raked and 

bagged and left by the side of the road in town. I use 

the leaves to cover layers of kitchen scraps. You 

can also use dried grass clippings. Do not use 

heavy layers of wet grass clippings as they will de-

compose anaerobically (without oxy-

gen), producing unwanted odours.  

TVT’s waste disposal by-law already 

prohibits compostable materials in 

regular bagged garbage. Obviously, 

this is not currently enforced. In 

2022 the province of Ontario plans to ban all organ-

ics from landfill. TVT encourages residents to com-

post household and garden waste at home. Com-

posting can reduce your household waste by fifty 

percent.  

Plastic composters are available at the Municipal 

Office for $50.00 each.  

Or you can make one yourself. More information is 

found here.  

BLPOA Facebook Update 

Over the last year the membership and activity in the 

BLPOA Facebook group has increased significantly.  

Currently there are 303 participants.  We do not re-

quire BLPOA membership to be on our FB group. 

So if you’re not already part of the group click on the 

Facebook icon and join now! 

http://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/resident-services/compostable-materials.asp
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114662259641/
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In the late winter Tay Valley Township (TVT) released a draft 
Recreation Master Plan, available here, developed in concert 
with surround municipalities.  It is a comprehensive plan, enu-
merating many possibilities for enhancing the region’s recrea-
tional possibilities.  We commend the municipalities for taking 
on such a comprehensive plan. 

Initially there were owners concerns that it might be suggest-
ing a motorized boat launch.  That was not the case.  The on-
ly mention of Black Lake is with respect to possibly putting in 
place a  kayak/canoe launch for public use, by developing an 
unopened road allowance that fronts on Black Lake.  Appar-
ently the one under consideration is on Black Lake Road. 
 
Comments were due on April 23.  
 
The BLPOA Board of Directors developed and approved and 
I submitted our comments.  They are attached here.  The 
main comment we had was that we were opposed to creating 
a public canoe/kayak launch, partly out of concerns for adja-
cent property owners (issues pertaining to parking, litter and 
toilets), but also from the perspective of there being little such 
need evident and the up-front and maintenance costs. 
 
The TVT clerk has responded to our submission.  The gist of the response is that any specific investments 
would be subject to subsequent Council consideration and would consider the views of owners before such 
decisions. 
 
We will consult further with owners as things develop, obviously slowly in current circumstances.  

BLPOA Comments on Master Recreation Plan 
Cliff  Halliwell 

Stocking Black Lake with Fish? 
Cliff  Halliwell 

In the past anglers have occasionally asked if Black Lake could be 

stocked with fish.  The quick answer is ’maybe’ and that we would have 

to pay (lots) for it. 

The Ontario policy is not to stock lakes without public access.  Black 

Lake does not have public access.  So, the province would not do it.   

Lake associations can contract with hatcheries for the fingerling stocks to 

stock a lake, but the cost is high, at possibly $2-3 per fingerling, with pos-

sibly 10,000 fingerlings needed for a re-stock and a re-stock needing to be for two consecutive years.   

An MNRF fish stocking permit is also needed, and for that to be issued an assessment of the lake is re-

quired to ensure that it is a suitable habitat (water depth, phosphorous loads and oxygenation, spawning 

areas, and the extent of competing fish which can eat the fingerings) and has previously had such fish 

(Walleye).  Black Lake has had Walleye in it but their apparently sparse population might suggest a lake 

not able to support them well.    

This information is from the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF).  

https://icreate5.esolutionsgroup.ca/231100_TayValley/en/resident-services/resources/Recreation/19-11-26---Recreation-Master-Plan---Interim-Report.pdf
http://blacklakeassociation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/BLPOA-Submission-on-TVT-Recreation-Master-Plan-April-23-2020.pdf
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Its Back!  Black Lake Clothing in Stock Again 
Neris Allan 

Last year we redesigned the logo and re-stocked 

our inventory of Black Lake Clothing.  Here are the 

prices and available sizes.   

Our stock is good.   

Obviously, they will not be able to be sold at the 

AGM, as we won’t have a traditional in-person 

AGM.   

If you would like some items, contact me directly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The lake is open and the water level is 

already nearing summer levels.  We 

have lots of shoals in Black Lake, not 

all near shore where you should really, 

really be careful. 

Your lake association, funded by your 

membership fees, buys lake buoys 

and associated hardware.  These are 

the big yellow buoys. 

Volunteers (we can always use some, 

especially some with small boats that 

can be accurately positioned), both put 

them out in the spring and bring them 

in by late fall.   

We normally try to get them out by the long 

weekend in May and take them our after 

Thanksgiving. 

Last year Cliff Halliwell updated Bob 

Everett’s original buoys map, using a 

Garmin GPS and parking his kayak directly 

over the shoals.  He now has a detailed list 

and map. 

Late winter, the BLPOA purchased 

additional buoys, as approved at the 2019 

AGM.  Over the years some had 

disappeared.  We now have enough to 

mark a few additional shoals that did not 

hitherto have a buoy.   

That said, you are responsible for safe 

boating, both before buoys go out and after 

they come in, and even when they are  out 

(wind may have migrated some and they do not 

show the perimeter of shoals. 

Lake Buoys Update 

Cliff Halliwell 

ADULT SIZE PRICE 

T-SHIRT S-XL 21.00 

  XXL 23.00 

  3XL & 4XL 25.00 

      

GOLF SHIRT S-XL 25.00 

  XXL 28.00 

  3XL(black/ na-
vy/grey only) 

28.00 

      

CAPS ADULT & KIDS 16.00 

      

CHILDREN     

T-SHIRT   18.00 

GOLF SHIRT   25.00 
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Not Getting Our Emails?  It’s Your Fault! 
Cliff  Halliwell 

Our Mail Chimp email system is back up and running, and we are using it more and more for ‘official’ 

BLPOA communication.   

Are you not getting these?  Then it is because you are not signed up!  You must sign up so our send-

ing you emails is compliant with the Canadian Anti-Spam Legislation (CASL).   You also don’t have to 

be a member, although membership has its rewards! 

These can be done via this signup link on our BLPOA web site.  You can also unsubscribe there if you 

have left the lake or, heavens forbid, don’t want to hear from us.  

We must use this system more in the current situation of social distancing.  We are going to try and 

make our AGM ‘virtual’ this year, not through Zoom or Skype or Facetime, but ideally via some emails 

of information along with associated Survey Monkey polls to constitute votes.  To that end, though, we 

would prefer that only owners sign up.  Friends and relatives are free to use Facebook.   

Who Are you? 
BLPOA Owner Info Wanted 

We want the association to broadly represent owners on 

the lake.  But, we need to know who you are.  Our 

‘owners’ records have largely been members records, 

covering those who are or have been members in the 

past.   

We now know, after a drive around the lake to record the 

road and road numbers from the blue TVT address signs, 

that we have about 230 properties on the lake.   

But, we still have both a lot of properties without owner 

names and a lot of (probable but not certain, as they may 

have left) owner names without lake addresses (past 

members who did not supply addresses).   

We are going to be canvassing the properties, to the ex-

tent that we can under social distancing, to try and get 

closer to a full database of owners and members.  If you 

have not already sent your contact info to a Board mem-

bers, please do.  We will also try and establish a roster of 

‘road captains’ to help keep our records up-to-date.   

This will enable us to keep in better contact without 

‘contact’.  This will be especially so as we go ‘virtual’. 

Note: If you sign up for emails (see below) you can also fill out contact information at that time.    

http://blacklakeassociation.ca/home/contact-us/manage-your-subscriptions/


 

 

Page 8  Spring 2020  Page 8  Spring 2020  

New to the Lake Association?  Wonder What We Have Been Doing 
in the Past?  Check out the BLPOA Web Site! 

The website is back up and running.  It is 

chock full of exciting, new and older, infor-

mation: minutes from AGMs, newsletters, 

and other news.   

Go ahead, check it out.  It might fascinate 

you.  After all, how many more times can 

you watch ‘Breaking Bad’?. 

 

The site is here. 

 

And, if you would like to help maintain the 

website, and maybe know or would like to 

learn something about WordPress for web 

site authoring, please contact Brian.  After 

all, how many more times can you watch 

‘Ozark’? 

 

Tay Valley Updates 

Obviously, Tay Valley Township (TVT) is quite 
affected by the Covid-19 developments,  So, it is 
harder for them to get their job done.  For now 
visiting them is out of the question.  Their info on 
how services are affected is available here.  Do 
check there occasionally, as the guidelines will 
likely evolve. 

This year they sent out tax bills with an excellent 
information guide, also available here.  Items of 
interest to lake owners would include (1) the 10-
year capital budget plan (2) the budget (3) key 
zoning changes, especially with respect to 
‘sleeping cabins’ aka bunkies (4) the draft recrea-
tion plan (5) local recreational opportunities, in-
cluding some local canoe routes, etc.    

Do look at it. 

http://blacklakeassociation.ca/
http://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/resident-services/covid-19--coronavirus-.asp
https://indd.adobe.com/view/7e82f389-9a7a-45b3-9586-68813057c91e
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What Has Your BLPOA Board of  Directors Been Doing? 

President: Cliff Halliwell 

• Drafting meeting agendas 

• Liaison with TVT 

• Newsletter editor, using Microsoft Publisher, and newsletter contributions 

• Buoys management, including purchasing, storage (of some), mapping and helping with deployment 

and take-in (but don’t have a boat!) and will happily hand it over now that mapping is done 

• Writing and sending MailChimp emails, with Brian 

• Developing the owners/members database in Microsoft Access, and maintaining the data  

• Documenting many of the functions and processes we use, for continuity as the Board turns over 

Secretary:  Have not had anyone doing this lately, so no minutes 

Treasurer: Bruce Brooks 

• Maintaining the bank accounts, including the e-payment 

• Updating the financial records 

• Maintaining, paying and liaising on the insurance policy 

• Lead on review of BLPOA constitution 

• Coordinating membership canvassing drive 

Director: Brian Johnson 

• Maintaining and administering the BLPOA MailChimp email system, including paying the fees 

• Writing and sending MailChimp emails, with Cliff 

• Maintaining and updating the BLPOA web site using WordPress 

• Maintaining the web site hosting contract and domain registration and paying the annual fee 

Director: Neris Allen 

• Managing the clothing inventory, including design and orders 

Director: Anita Payne 

• Liaison with Lake Networks 

• Regular contributor to the Spring newsletter 

Director: Jonathan Hooper 

• Administrator of our Facebook page, including approving those who wish to join 

Director: Bill Woodley 

• Assistance with owner/membership canvassing 

• Address for BLPOA correspondence 

More hands mean lighter work.  In recent years your association has 

been adversely affected by a lack of  redundancy for some key activities 

We can use some more volunteers, either on the board or just for spe-

cific activities.  If  interested, please contact Cliff  Halliwell 
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In 2019 we increased our fee paying members to 
62 from just 46 fee paying members in 2018. This 
is far short of the approximately 230 property 
owners on Black Lake. The minority are subsidiz-
ing the majority. 

Accordingly our total revenues 
(including clothing sales, interest 
and the 50/50 AGM draw amount-
ed to $2,237.  

Total expenses were $1,882. Ac-
cordingly we incurred a small sur-
plus of $355. 

The single largest increase in ex-
pense was insurance expense 
which went to $984 from $645. This was a result 
of a new Directors and Officers liability insurance 
policy. Black Lake Property Owners Association is 
not incorporated. Therefore, if the Association 
and its Board were to be sued, even for a frivo-
lous action, individual Board members could face 
a liability for legal fees in defending the claim and 
costs if the claim were successful, to the extent 
that funds were not available within the Associa-
tion. Clearly no property owner would accept a 
role on the Board knowing this potential for liabil-
ity.  

The insurance policy covers that risk, and risks to 
members involved in lake association activities, in 
particular our buoy placement activities.  Indeed, 
we acquired the policy when we started putting 
buoys out. 

The 2019 surplus increased our net balance to 
$14,691. This is made up of cash and GIC’s of 
$14,125 plus miscellaneous items netting $566. 

At our 2019 AGM the purchase of additional 
buoys and hardware was approved. This cost of 
approximately $800 will be incurred and reported 
in the 2020 financial statements.   

We have also upgraded our email system, Mail-
Chimp, to a paid version which gives us more di-
rectors who can send the emails, the redundancy 
we were lacking last year when we could not 
send emails. 

In summary, our balance sheet is sound assum-
ing we are not faced with any large unknown lia-
bilities in the future. Our goal of achieving 200 fee 
paying members in 2020 and subsequent years 
will provide greater financial flexibility and stability 
for the Association. 

 

BLPOA Finances for 2019 
Bruce Brooks 

What does Tay Valley Township’s Climate Action Plan Mean to You? 
Anita Payne 

Tay Valley Township (TVT) recently developed a 

Climate Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions produced both by municipal oper-

ations and by the community.  

What is the single largest source of GHG emissions 

under the control of TVT? Perhaps surprisingly, it is 

from organic materials in landfill. In this case 

“organic” means plant and animal based wastes, 

such as kitchen scraps and spoiled or uneaten food. 

In a landfill organic matter rots, producing leachate 

and methane, a particularly powerful GHG. When 

organic materials are diverted from landfill, leachate 

and methane are cut and the lifetime of the landfill 

increases.  

There are a number of options for dealing with or-

ganics. They range from reducing waste by feeding 

other people or feeding farm animals to composting 

or even large farm biodigesters that produce elec-

tricity.  

Composting is a process where microorganisms liv-

ing in the presence of air break down organic mate-

rial and produce a nutrient-rich soil amendment.  

The small population in TVT is unlikely to be able to 

support a large scale composting facility. A better 

choice, that everyone can do right away, is backyard 

composting (see page 4). 

If you have questions about composting or about 

TVT’s Climate Action Plan, please contact me at 

payanita@gmail.com. If I can’t answer your ques-

tion, I will pass it on to someone who can. If we all 

do what we can to eliminate food waste from our 

garbage and take other measures to reduce our 

GHG emissions, we will all be better off! 
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Black Lake Property Owner's Association 
Income Statement 

           

for the period ended December 31, 2019 

           

    Dec 31/19  Dec 31/18     

    Actuals  Actuals  Variance  % 

Revenue          

 
Memberships  (2019 = 62; 2017 
= 46)  $     1,616    $     1,175    $        441   37.5% 

 Clothing   454  386  68  17.6% 

 Interest Earned  115  -  115  - 

 AGM 50/50 Draw  53  114  (61)  -53.7% 

    2,237  1,674  563  33.6% 

           

Expenses          

 
Postage & mail box 
rental  187  188  (1)  -0.4% 

 Donations   200  200  -  0.0% 

 Insurance   984  645  339  52.6% 

 
Annual General 
Meeting  132  82  50  60.8% 

 Clothing    378  371  7  1.9% 

 Supplies   -  77  (77)  -100.0% 

 Buoy hardware  -  -  -  - 

 Bank fees & charges  3  3  -  0.0% 

    1,882  1,564  318  20.3% 

           

Net Income (Loss) for the period  $        355     $        110     $        245    223.0% 

           

Balance Sheet 

as at December 31, 2019 

           

    
Year-to-

Date  Dec 31/18     

    Actuals  Actuals  Variance  % 

           

Cash     $     6,805    $     6,828   
 $         
(23)  -0.3% 

Investments (current value)  7,320  7,205  115  1.6% 

Prepaid expense  50  50  -  0.0% 

Black Lake Clothing for sale  766  303  463  252.9% 

 Total Assets  

 $    
14,941   

 $    
14,386    $        555   3.9% 

Preliminary Until Approved at the AGM 
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President: Cliff Halliwell  

Cliff has been on the lake since August 2009.  He and his wife Veena are retired federal 
public servants who alternate amongst their Ottawa home, their Black Lake property, 
and their various travels around the world.  Aside from the general interest in lake living,  
Cliff also very much enjoys amateur astronomy from the cottage at Black Lake, with his 
viewing horizons very much (but sadly) aided by the demise of the various Elm trees 
that used to dot the property.  He was elected President at the 2018 AGM. 
 
 

Treasurer: Bruce Brooks 
Grew up in Ottawa and later partied at Queens 68 to 72.  Became a chartered accountant 

in 1974 and subsequently started my own CA firm in 1980. Merged into Collins Barrow 

Ottawa and was managing partner for 14 years.  My area of specialization was valuing 

businesses and quantifying business losses for litigation and other purposes. I am a strug-

gling golfer, cyclist, cross country skier and hiker. My wife Jenny and I have 2 kids & 4 

grand children. We love to travel independently, especially to countries where the recrea-

tion is plentiful and the food excellent, and of course spending our summers at Black 

Lake. 

 

 

Jonathan Hooper 
Our family has been on the lake for the past 30 years and loving every minute of it!! 

I've been on the executive for over 10 years. My main reason for joining was to get to 

know other folks from around the lake and to contribute something as well. It's great 

to see the flow of information and pictures from our Facebook page. Thus far I have 

enjoyed my time on the executive and hope to stay on.  

 

Neris Allan 

I have lived in Perth for 30 years, and have been at Black Lake for 11 years. On the 

board of the BLPOA since 2010, I am looking toward retirement soon @ Black Lake! 

 

 

 

 

Anita Payne 

I moved to Black Lake in 1991 with my family and became president of what was 
then the Stanleyville Black Lake Association a few months later. After 11 years in 
Stratford, I returned to Black Lake in 2011 for my retirement from teaching high 
school science.  

Now I have also retired from running for the Green Party after 5 campaigns and 
continue to volunteer for Citizens' Climate Lobby and the Canadian Federation of 
University Women - Perth and District. 

(Continued on page 13) 

Meet Your BLPOA Board Members 
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Bill Woodley  

Bill and his wife Judy live full time on Tom's Rock here at Black Lake and absolutely 
enjoy the lake and their many friends. They moved here from Ottawa 14 years ago, 
and have never been bored here at the lake throughout the seasons. 

Bill keeps himself busy during the year doing cottage checks and building decks, 
stairways and small renovation projects. He shows up on time and within budget for 
his building projects. His winters are occupied with wood carving, reading, and 
bridge. 

You may see him walking along Black Lake Road throughout the year or swim-
ming along Black Lake North Shore in the Summer. 

Brian Johnson: 

Brian Johnson and his wife Carolyn have been full-time residents of Black Lake’s 
eastern shore since September 2012.  Brian is an IT specialist for Eaton Corpora-
tion but gets to enjoy the lake view working from his home office.  Carolyn is a 
retired teacher who now schools their four shelties.   They enjoy the quiet life af-
ter previously living in Toronto and the Pittsburgh area.  

 

 

(Continued from page 12) 

The President is directly elected by the membership, at the AGM.  All other Board of Members are also 

elected at large (the Board determines who performs various functions.) at the AGM, up to a maximum 

of 10.  Votes are only held if there are two or more candidates for the President's position or more than 

10 candidates for the Board, including the President and a  ‘Past President’, who is ex officio.  The 

Board may also appoint Board members up to the maximum, although they must then be confirmed at 

the next AGM.   

We have openings for new members of the Board of Directors.  If you are interested in 

standing for election please contact any board member.   

Where Does Your BLPOA Board Come From? 
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Black Lake Property Owners’ Association 

Mission and Objectives 

BLACK LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION — 2020 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 

As stated in the BLPOA Constitution, the Mission of the Association is to identify and maintain an interest 

in the issues of broad-based concern that may impact the value of owning property abutting Black Lake 

while at the same time promoting or undertaking activities that will help foster a community spirit. 

The objectives of the Association are: 

• To represent all Black Lake Property Owners. 

• To help preserve and/or enhance the quality of life for all residents of Black Lake by providing a forum to 

collectively discuss and, if possible, resolve issues of common concern. 

• To provide a unified voice in all matters pertaining to and directly affecting Black Lake’s water, shoreline, 

watershed and adjacent lands. Issues of on-going interest include, but are not limited to: health of the 

environment; crime prevention; fire safety; road maintenance; safety in/on the water; noise/light pollu-

tion; and, development activity. 

• To monitor the activity of and liaise with the Township of Tay Valley, the Rideau Valley Conservation Au-

thority, government agencies and other lake associations, as appropriate to identify and/or comment on 

the potential impact of an issue or initiative on Association members. 

• To initiate and/or support activities that will facilitate members getting to know their neighbours and de-

velop a sense of community. 

 

Name: _______________________________________     Black Lake Phone Number: ____-____-__________ 

 

Black Lake Property Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address (if different than above): 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Email Address: _________________  I consent to receive BLPOA Emails  

 

Home Phone Number: ______-______-__________________ 

 

Please mail this form along with payment of $25.00 made payable to: 

Black Lake Property Owner’s Association, c/o Bill Woodley 

119 Tom's Rock, Perth Ontario K7H 3C5 

Or See section on membership e-payment in this newsletter 

 

 

You can subscribe to the annual newsletter and occasional email updates at: 

http://blacklakeassociation.ca/home/contact-us/manage-your-subscriptions/ 
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