
Happy Spring 2014... 
finally!  My (unofficial) 
measurements had the 
lake ice in February at 
approximately 3 feet 
thick.  This certainly 
was the winter for snow 
at Black Lake.  No com-
plaints from the 
Everett’s as we would 
gladly take snow over 
freezing rain.  I trust 
everyone had a terrific 
winter.  Not much activ-
ity this spring on the 
lake to date... other than 
the odd dock floating 
by.  Water levels are 
beginning to drop, so no 
doubt we will be back to 
normal in a few weeks. 

I’m looking forward to 
seeing as many 
neighbours and asso-
ciation members as 
possible at this year’s 
Annual General Meet-
ing.  Circle Saturday 
July 12 on your calen-
dars for this informative/
fun-filled event.  Sarah 

MacLeod from the 
Rideau Valley Conserva-
tion Authority will be pre-
senting again this year.  
Those in attendance at 
last year’s AGM would 
agree that Sarah is a 
wealth of knowledge on 
issues that are “near and 
dear” to the hearts of all 
BLPOA members such... 
as water quality, invasive 
species impacting our 
lake and surrounding 
shoreline and our recent 
infestation of ticks.  Ze-
bra mussels continue to 
be high on the agenda of 
issues affecting the qual-
ity of Black Lake cottage 
life.  I have asked Sarah 
to provide us with an up-
date on recent findings/
trends associated with 
this pesky creature. 

It’s water hazard buoy 
time again.  Thanks 
again to all who have 
volunteered to re-launch 
them throughout the 
lake.  As an avid Black 

Lake boater for many 
years, you would think by 
now I would know where 
the danger spots are 
around the shoreline.  
Let’s just say these buoys 
have reduced my visits to 
Bell’s Machining for prop 
repairs! 

Enjoy 2014 on the lake!  
See you on the 12th. 

Bob Everett 
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For locations, see 
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Black Lake Property Owner's Association
Income Statement

for the year ended December 31, 2013

YTD Dec 31/12
Actuals Actuals Variance %

Revenue
Paid Memberships  (2013 = 47, 2012 = 61) 1,175 1,525 (350) -23.0%
Clothing 82 157 (75) -47.8%
Interest Earned 1 60 (59) -98.3%
AGM 50/50 Draw 50 32 18 57.1%

1,308 1,774 (466) -26.3%

Expenses
Postage 158 158 - 0.0%
Donations 150 150 - 0.0%
Insurance 605 605 - 0.0%
Annual General Meeting 96 36 60 169.3%
Clothing 69 147 (78) -53.0%
Supplies - 210 (210) -100.0%
Bank fees & Charges 4 23 (19) -82.9%

1,082 1,328 (247) -18.6%

Net Income (Loss) for the period 226 446 (220) -49.3%

Balance Sheet
as at December 31, 2013

Current Dec 31/12
Position Actuals Variance %

Cash 5,918 3,603 2,315 64.2%
Investments (current value) 6,924 8,961 (2,037) -22.7%
Prepaid Expenses 73 73 - 0.0%
Black Lake Clothing 362 431 (69) 84.0%

Total Assets 13,277 13,068 209 1.6%

Accounts Payable - - - -
Unearned Membership Fees - 75 (75) -100.0%
Unrealized Gain / (Loss) on Investment 2,377 2,319 58 2.5%

2,377 2,394 (17) -0.7%

Members Equity
Opening 10,674 10,229 446 4.4%
Net income (Loss) for the year 226 446 (220) -49.3%
Closing 10,900 10,674 226 2.1%

-
Total Liabilities 13,277 13,068 209 1.6%

DRAFT UNTIL APPROVED 



Wildlife around the Cottage—Frogs and Toads 
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This article has been reprinted (and reformatted ) with the permission of the author, Glenn Cunnington, an Ecologist and Amphib-
ian Expert at RiverStone Environmental Solutions who has completed research on how road noise can change frog and toad calls. 

Peep, Quack, and Trill: 
What’s all the Fuss 
About? 
 
No, it’s not some new band or 
the name of a Three Stooges 
tribute group; those are the 
sounds of the frogs and toads 
that make their home in this 
area. Of the 13 species of frogs 
and toads found in Ontario, 8 of 
them are commonly found in cot-
tage country. 
 
An easy way to find out what 
frogs and toads you have around 
your property is to pull up a chair 
and listen. Of course, you can 
always grab the kids or grand-
kids and go searching, but listen-
ing for the calls can be a relaxing 
and enjoyable way to learn more 
about wildlife at the cottage. 
 
The best time to listen to frogs 
and toads calling is in the eve-
ning just around sunset. 

(1)  Wood Frog 

Those lucky enough to make it to the cottage just after the snow has melted 
will be treated to the quack-like call of the wood frog. Did you know that 
wood frogs freeze into solid frog-sickles in the winter and thaw out un-
harmed in the spring? 

(2) Spring Peeper 

The high-pitched “peeps” of the Spring Peeper begin soon after Wood Frogs 
and can be heard calling well into the beginning of summer. Did you know 
that the call of a Spring Peeper can be heard from over 1 km away? 

(3)  American Toad 

The high pitched trilling call of an American Toad is a common sound on 
spring evenings. Did you know that the two large “warts” on an American 
Toad are special glands that make the toads taste terrible to potential 
predators? 

(4)  Gray Treefrog 

In late spring and early summer the flute-like trill of the Gray Treefrog can be 
mistaken for a bird song. Did you know that Gray Treefrogs are able to 
change their colour to better blend into their environment? 

(5)  Northern Leopard Frog 

The snore like call of the Northern Leopard Frog can be best heard in June. 
Did you know that Northern Leopard Frogs move 3 km (1.8 miles) to 
reach their breeding ponds? 

(6)  Mink Frog 

Mink Frogs distinct call of three or more quick short croaks or quacks, can be 
heard just before dawn in June and July. Did you know that Mink Frogs are 
named because they have a musky smell, similar to mink oil, that they 
emit when handled? 

(7)  Green Frog 

The loud “glunk!” followed by three fast quieter “glunk-glunk-glunk” from the 
Green Frog is one of the true signs summer has arrived. Did you know that 
the large circles behind a Green Frog’s eyes are eardrums? 

(8)  American Bullfrog 

The deep “jug-o-rum” of the American Bullfrogs is a sure sign of the lazy days 
of summer. Did you know that the American Bullfrog can grow up to 20 
cm long and weigh over 2 lbs? 
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Pike Lake — Outstanding 
Achievement Award 
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Black Lake Property Owners’ Association 2014 AGM 
Attend  the 2014 AGM (9 am, July 12th) to discuss issues of common concern and 
learn more about 

 Black Lake water quality 

 Lake Networking Group activities 

 Rideau Valley Conservation Authority issues and activities 

 Our communication tools—newsletter, website, email blasts, and Yahoo 
Group 

 Black Lake Gear—shirts, hats. (We deal with Prodedal (www.prodecal.ca), a 
local printing business in Perth.)  

 

 

Congratulations to the Pike Lake Community Association (PLCA) who, on March 1, 
2014, received the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Association (FOCA) 2013 Out-
standing Achievement Award. 
 
According to FOCA (http://www.foca.on.ca/), the PLCA was chosen to receive the 
award this year because of its environmental stewardship activities and political 
involvement including: 
 Creating a responsible boating information guide to educate lake residents in 

response to concerns about erosion, loon nests and safety of swimmers 
(article adapted for FOCA website, FOCA Elert and Boats and Places maga-
zine). 

 Improving local lake ecology by: enhancing walleye spawning beds in 2012 
and 2013 (Received a $4000 grant in 2012 from the MNR); over a decade of 
water testing with the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority’s Watershed 
Watch Program; involvement in the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey, the man-
datory septic inspection program, and the Love Your Lake Program. 

 Establishing a committee to prepare input from the association to Tay Valley 
Township’s official plan update. 

 
In the 17 years since the awards were instituted, several lakes in our area have re-
ceived the FOCA Outstanding Achievement Award: Greater Bobs and Crowe Lakes 
in 1999, Otty Lake in 2008, and now Pike Lake in 2013.  
 

Be a Volunteer—BLPOA Board Openings 
The Black Lake Association needs you! Do consider putting your name forward to 
be on the board of the association and ensure that Black Lake continues to be a 
great place to live or vacation. Contact any of the Board members for more informa-
tion and attend this year’s AGM on July 12th.  



Lake Networking Group 
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The Lake Networking Group (LNG) connects over 10,000 property owners on more than 25 lakes in the Cataraqui, 
Rideau and Mississippi River Watersheds stretching from Kingston to Perth and Carleton Place in Frontenac and 
Lanark Counties in Eastern Ontario. Member lakes include Loughborough, Fourteen Island Mink, Buck, Wolfe, 
Kennebec, O'Brien, Eagle, Bobs, Crow, Crosby, Farren, Christie, Little Silver, Rainbow, Pike, Black, Adam, Otty, 
Otter, Long, Mississippi, Bass, Dalhousie, Bennett, Fagan, Dog, and Patterson. 

 

Anita Payne represents BLPOA at the Lake Networking Group. She has prepared a report on the OPP presenta-
tion to the networking group on April 30, 2014. 

Lake Networking Group– OPP Report, April 30, 2014 
On April 30, 2014 representatives from area lake associations met with two OPP Officers: Derek Needham, the 
Lanark Detachment Commander, and Byron Newell with the Marine Unit. 
 
On Lake Patrols 
On lake patrols enforcement is primarily for PFDs and alcohol with zero tolerance for both. The same rules that 
govern alcohol in motor vehicles also apply to boats. PFDs must be in good condition and the correct size. Canoes 
and kayaks require a visible signalling device (flashlight) and audible signalling device (whistle) as well as a bailer 
and throwing line. Stand up paddle boards and sailboards need a flashlight and whistle and a PFD should be worn. 
Pontoon boats, sailboards and paddle boards do not need bailers. The fine is $270 for each offence.  The latest 
version of the Safe Boating Guide is from 2011 and is available at boatingsafety.gc.ca If a motor vehicle licence is 
suspended for impaired driving, the judge could also suspend the boating licence and vice versa.  OPP officers can 
also enforce fishing regulations such as slot size. 
 

Break and Enter Issues 
The Safeguard Program is run by volunteer auxiliary members. They will come to your home/cottage and show you 
how to improve security:  http://www.opp.ca/ecms/index.php?t=31&id=516 

Recommendations 

 Call the OPP as soon as you discover a break and enter (don’t worry about your insurance; it is up to you 
whether you make a claim or not). 

 Check your cottage after deer season in November.  
 Keep your neighbours up to date with your contact information. 
 Install cameras at the end of roads to track vehicles. 
 List responsibilities of owners and renters on Lake Association websites. 
 Create a Cottage Watch Program (e.g. Bennett and Fagan Lakes): Have a representative for each road; 

Post signs  at every entry road with tips such as getting licence plates; Include a flyer on Association website 
 Install proper deadbolt locks on home/cottage doors  
 Keep vehicles locked 
 Put a chain across the end of your drive when you are gone 
 Take equipment such as chain saws home or share a storage locker with other cottagers 
 Put your car licence on everything with an engraver. 



Water Sampling 2013 
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Sarah MacLeod, Resource Technician with the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority has provided 2013 
season water sampling data for Black Lake.  Results are fairly comparable with previous years.  Nutrient 
concentrations (total phosphorus (TP) and total Kjeldahl nitrogen (TKN)) were below the historic average 
and results did not exceed objectives at any site.  E. coli counts were well below the Provincial Water 
Quality Objective with the exception of one  sample at site H in June. This is the only time results ob-
served at this site exceeded provincial standards and follow up sampling did not show the high counts to 
persist. Calcium (Ca) and dissolved organic carbon concentrations were also comparable with previous 
years.  Secchi depths in both 2013 and 2012 were about 1m deeper than the historic average and me-
dian values, while improved water clarity is a good characteristic of the lake this increase may be attrib-
utable to the recent presence of zebra mussels in the lake. 

 

Plan to attend the BLPOA AGM on July 12th to hear more from Sarah and to ask your questions.  

Check the Tay 
Valley website for 
location and hours 
of opening  of  
waste sites. 
http://tayvalleytwp.ca/resid
ent-services/recycling-and-

waste/ 

2014 BLPOA AGM 

July 14 

9 am 

North Burgess Hall 

4174 Narrows Lock Rd. 
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Black Lake Road     Tony and Jean Nichols;Jane and Grant O’Connor 

Peninsula Drive     Helga Jaakkimainen  

Homestead Lane and Neighbours   Jonathon Hooper 

Starhill Road      George and Rosalee Fedak; Keith and Nancy Walsh 

Black Lake Route 11A     Monica Robidoux                                  

Tom’s Rock      Bob Pelletier 

Black Lake North Shore and Sunderland Lane  Sue Matte 

West Bay Drive     Caroly Gilchrist 

Black Lake Route 2     Anita Payne 

Black Lake Route 11     Gail and Rick Lillico  

Black Lake Route 11C      Patricia McCourt 

Lake View      Brian and Nancy McGlade 

Hands Bay          Judy Hand 

Hands Drive      Bonnie Monker 

Loonie Lane      Raymond Faith 

Birch Grove      Brent Rutherford 

Island View      Bill Hughes 

 

Put your ad here!  

For $25 you can 
reach everyone  

on the lake! 

 

Black Lake Property Owners’ Association 
43rd Annual General Meeting July 12, 2014 9:00 pm 

North Burgess Hall, 4174 Narrows Lock Rd. 



Black Lake Property Owners’ Association  
Mission and Objectives 

BLACK LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION — 
2014 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

As stated in the BLPOA Constitution, the Mission of the Association is to identify and maintain an interest in the 
issues of broad-based concern that may impact the value of owning property abutting Black Lake while at the 
same time promoting or undertaking activities that will help foster a community spirit. 

The objectives of the Association are: 

 To represent all Black Lake Property Owners. 

 To help preserve and/or enhance the quality of life for all residents of Black Lake by providing a forum to 
collectively discuss and, if possible, resolve issues of common concern. 

 To provide a unified voice in all matters pertaining to and directly affecting Black Lake’s water, shoreline, 
watershed and adjacent lands. Issues of on-going interest include, but are not limited to: health of the en-
vironment; crime prevention; fire safety; road maintenance; safety in/on the water; noise/light pollution; 
and, development activity. 

 To monitor the activity of and liaise with the Township of Tay Valley, the Rideau Valley Conservation Au-
thority, government agencies and other lake associations, as appropriate to identify and/or comment on 
the potential impact of an issue or initiative on Association members. 

 To initiate and/or support activities that will facilitate members getting to know their neighbours and de-
velop a sense of community. 

 

Name: _________________________________________      Black Lake Phone Number: ____-____-__________ 

 

Black Lake Property Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address (if different than above): 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Email Address: _______________________________ _______________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone Number: ______-______-__________________ 

 

I’d prefer to receive the Newsletter via:  ___ Canada Post or  ___ Email 

Please mail this form along with payment of $25.00 made payable to: 

Black Lake Property Owner’s Association, P.O. Box 20006, Perth, Ontario, K7H 3M6 
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