
Happy spring and sum-
mer to fellow Black Lake 
neighbours.  I’m looking 
forward to seeing all of 
you on July 14th at our 
43rd Annual General 
Meeting (AGM). I was just 
3 yrs old when you guys 
first started meeting (not).  
I trust everyone has had a 
wonderful winter.  The 
Everett’s enjoyed their 1st 
full time residency at 
Black Lake this winter and 
it was a terrific experience 
(with the exception of a 
few freezing rain days).   

On a positive note...we’ve 
established a commercial 

general liability insurance 

(http://
blacklakeassociation.ca/
about-us/) program that 
extends to all Black Lake 
Property Owner Associa-
tion members (details will 
be provided at the AGM).  
In addition, a number of 
water hazard buoys have 
been ordered that should 
be in place before this 
year’s meeting.  And... 
we’ve had a few new 
property owners join our 
association.   

On a not so positive 
note... zebra mussels ap-

pear to be flourishing in 
our lake and as BLPOA 
members we have no 
other option other than to 
adapt and continue to ex-
ercise precautions to 
avoid any further infesta-
tions. 

We have a packed 
agenda for this year’s 
AGM so you may want to 
arrive a little early to avoid 
joining the “standing room 
only crowd”. 

See you on July 14th! 

 

Bob Everett 
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         Black Lake Property Owners’ 
Association Newsletter 

Call for Nominations  
We have BLPOA Board positions vacant and need your help!! Put your name for-
ward (contact any of the current board members) and help shape the future of 
Black Lake. New members will be elected at this years AGM, July 14th. Check the 
Black Lake website  (http://blacklakeassociation.ca/) for details (e.g. association 
constitution). 

Black Lake Property Owners’ Association 
43rd Annual General Meeting July 14, 2012, 12:30 pm 

North Burgess Hall, 4174 Narrows Lock Rd. 



Learn how your septic system works & how to avoid costly  
repairs  

See displays of alternative septic systems 
Learn about voluntary & mandatory septic inspections  

Be Septic Savvy—A Free Workshop 

Saturday August 18 
8:30 am - noon 
 
Perth Lions Hall 
Halton St., Perth 
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Presentations: 

⇒ Why we care & what’s being done: a provincial perspective 

⇒ What we’ve done & what we’ve learned: a local perspective 

⇒ One township’s perspective 

⇒ Walk through a septic inspection with a septic inspector 

⇒ If I need a new septic system, what are my options? 

For more information, contact Allison Playfair at: 
aplayfair@mvc.on.ca or 613-259-2421 

 
Sponsored by:  

Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority 
Otty Lake Association  

Pike Lake Community Association  
Tay Valley Township  

With organizational support from the 
Lake Networking Group, an informal affiliation of over 25 lake associations 

Saturday August 18 
8:30 am - noon, Perth Lions Hall, Halton St., Perth 

BLPOA Website! 
http://blacklakeassociation.ca 

For information, contact Carol Williams (carol@blacklakeassociation.ca)  



Missing Blue Bird Boxes 

Black Lake Gear 

Fire, Fire! 

Several newsletters ago, I 
submitted an article about 
the two sisters from Pike 
Lake who tend the Blue-
bird boxes along the Nar-
rows Lock and the Black 
Lake Roads. The boxes, 
made by Mr. Hinkey of 
Black Lake, are on fence 

posts with a shield of wire 
mesh under each nest to 
keep snakes from robbing 
the nest. Audrey Cook, 
past president Pike Lake, 
reported four (4) boxes 
had been stolen along the 
Narrows Lock Road!! No 
they had not fallen off, the 

of our dock, the “wojak” 
pump was still running, 
firemen with flashlights 
were still searching for 
flare-ups’. 

It would be guesswork to 
say the cause of the fire 
or to point fingers. There 
was a posted burn ban on 
until May 15th. The island 
is Crown Land open to 
anyone wishing to enjoy 
it.  

Again we lake residents 
have to thank many peo-
ple. Thanks to the alert 
neighbour who noticed 

the fire and called 911. 
Thanks to the neighbour 
who had a boat in the wa-
ter that the fire depart-
ment could use. The big-
gest thank you must 
again go out to the 
BBD&E (Bathhurst, Bur-
gess, Drummond & 
Elmsley) Fire Department, 
all volunteers. They re-
sponded so quickly to 
control the fire from 
spreading, putting it out 
and returning the next day 
to check for flare-ups. 

Betty McNichol 

Black Lake was again 
struck by fire! Saturday of 
Easter weekend there 
was a fire on the large 
island at the east end of 
the lake. An alert 
neighbour on the south 
shore noticed flames on 
Saturday evening and 
called 911. Someone 
thankfully had their boat 
in the water so firemen 
and a pump could get out 
to the island. At one point 
the flames were higher 
than the tall pines on the 
island. Around 2:00 am 
we were down to the end 

You are welcome to 
“shop” their site or pe-
ruse their store. Place 
your order with us, as 
the larger the order, the 
lower the price.  
 
Contact Sue Matte 
(runningduck101@msn.
com). 

We have: 
• T shirts for $15.00 - red, 

sand, blue 
• golf hats for $12.00 – 

navy  
• hats with a neck cape for 

$18.00 
 
We deal with Prodedal 
(www.prodecal.ca), a local 
printing business in Perth. 
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house and the snake 
guard had been carefully 
removed. Hopefully who 
ever has taken them will 
care for them as lovingly 
as the sisters. 

Betty McNichol 

BBD&E Station  

14 Sherbrooke St. E., 
Perth, ON K7H 1A2  

South Sherbrooke 
Station  

Tay Valley Township 
Fire Services website 



Meeting these neighbours 
started last December 
while Christmas shopping 
in The Book Nook, a 
Perth bookstore. Clara’s 
Rib’ by Anne Raina 
caught my eye. Leslie, the 
proprietor, pointed out two 
other books, by the Ot-
tawa Story Spinners, 
Black Lake Chronicles 
Volumes 1 and 2: Anne is 
one of the eight authors 
that make up this group. 
She and her husband 
have a cottage on Black 
Lake!! 

Grant Cameron and Anne 
Raina bought their cot-
tage on the lake in 1998. 
They wanted to be within 
an hour and half drive 
from their Ottawa home 
and the cottage large 
enough to entertain. They 
fell in love with the Loonie 
Lane cottage as soon as 
they opened the door – 
bright, airy and large 
enough to entertain up to 
40 guests for dinner.  

Anne has been writing 
poetry, skits and short 
stories since she was a 
child. She is a member of 
the Ottawa Story Spin-
ners, a group of eight writ-
ers who meet regularly to 
nurture each other’s writ-
ing. In 2010 at a potluck 
luncheon at the cottage 
on Black Lake, the idea of 
pulling their stories to-
gether for publication as a 
“chapbook” originated. 

(Chapbook was coined in 
the days of door to door 
pedlars, who were known 
as chaps. They often had 
a small book of tales and 
poems – these became 
known as chapbooks.) 
The Ottawa Story Spin-
ners have a summer and 
winter retreat at the lake 
to plan and decide the 
now annual book launch 
of the Black Lake Chroni-
cles. 

Anne published her first 
book, Clara’s Rib, in 
2010. This is a story co-
written with her sister 
Clara based on the diary 
Clara kept of her years in 
the Ottawa Sanatorium 
for the treatment of tuber-
culosis (TB). Seven of the 
ten Raina children con-
tracted tuberculosis. Two 
of the children and their 
father died of TB. Clara 
entered the Ottawa San 
at age twelve in 1939 and 
was discharged in 1952. 
One of the treatments for 
TB of the lung, in that 
day, was to remove ribs 
causing the collapse of 
the upper lung with the 
hope that it would allow 
the lung to rest and allow 
it to heal. Three of the 
affected Raina children 
had a total of 31 ribs re-
moved! 

Black Lake Chronicles 
Volume 2 is a delightful 
collection of short stories 
and poems: Black Lake 

‘who done its’, the humor-
ous up-rising of the lakes 
four legged and feathered 
residents, compassion for 
a stranded black leather 
mama-biker, amusing 
family rituals on Badmin-
ton Road, deep sadness 
for a baby daughter taken 
by angels, a coffee ro-
mance that ends as an-
other begins, life threaten-
ing thunder on the Cata-
raqui River – some of the 
tales in this Chapbook. 

 Anne’s books are perfect 
to take to the lake, sit on 
the dock or curl up in a 
chair to read. Thanks to 
Anne and Grant for bring-
ing the Ottawa Story 
Spinners to our lake and 
making them our 
neighbours!  

Note: Anne has two chil-
dren’s books ready to be 
published. Watch for 
Black Lake Chronicles 
Volume 3 coming out this 
November. For a copy of 
Clara’s Rib or the Black 
Lake Chronicles visit The 
Book Nook on Gore 
Street. You can contact 
Anne at an-
neraina@rogers.com or 
www.clarasrib.ca  

 

Betty McNichol 

 
 

Getting to Know Your Neighbours 
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Read Black Lake 
Chronicles, volumes 1 
and 2, by the Ottawa 
Story Spinners. 
Available at the Book 
Nook in Perth. 



Black Lake Water Levels 

BLPOA Website!  
http://blacklakeassociation.ca 

Be a Volunteer—BLPOA Board Openings 
The Black Lake Association needs you! Do consider putting your name forward to 
be on the board of the association and ensure that Black Lake continues to be a 
great place to live or vacation. Contact any of the Board members for more informa-
tion and attend this year’s AGM on July 14th.  

Needed!!! 

A permanent Black Lake 
resident to track lake 
levels and rain for the 

RVCA . You will anchor a 
gauge on your shoreline. 

Betty McNichol can 
provide details. 

Page 5 Spr ing 2012 

“How High is the Water Momma!!  4 feet high and rising “, sings the former Man IN 
Black;(Johnny Cash); but here on Black Lake the water is falling and falling fast. 
When we were lulled into coming home to Black Lake from South Texas by high 
temperatures and word that the Mapleview Golf Club was open in March, we arrived 
to moderate water levels and the start of the cold rainy season it appears. The water 
levels from the past years are below and you can judge by yourself that this high wa-
ter has been no higher and as a matter of fact lower than some previous years. But 
the highest level this year between April 24th and  the 20th of May was on May 13th 
at .632 so yes we had a lot of rainfall but notice it has fallen  .106  in 7 days.  
 
Year   April 24th  May 20th 
2007          139.736 meters  .370 

2008   .564   .384 

2009   .526   .351 

2010   .252   .388 

2011   .262   .388 

2012    .388   .526       

I have enjoyed rising early, following the dog down to the docks and recording the 
water levels and any precipitation: but all good things must come to an end.  Reza 
and I will be retiring from the water duties this year. If anyone wishes to take over 
recording the water levels please contact Andrea Larson at the Rideau Valley Con-
servation Authority or myself. The purpose of the monitoring is for the control of the 
whole Rideau system watershed and your assistance would be most appreciated. 

Adios   

Bob McNichol and his trusted monitoring buddy Reza 

Thanks! 

To Bob McNichol for his 
many years  recording 

Black Lake water levels 
for the Rideau Valley 

Conservation Authority. 



Financial Report 

Page 6 Spr ing 2012 

 Black Lake Property Owner's Association
Income Statement

for the year ended December 31, 2011

YTD Dec 31/10
Actuals Actuals Variance %

Revenue
Paid Memberships  (2011 = 78, 2010 = 81) 2,075 2,025 50 2.5%
Donations 0 40 (40) -100.0%
Newsletter Advertising 0 25 (25) -100.0%
Clothing 159 130 29 22.3%
Interest Earned 37 30 7 24.7%
AGM 50/50 Draw 26 52 (27) -51.0%

2,296 2,302 (5) -0.2%

Expenses
Newsletters 261 410 (149) -36.3%
Postage 429 308 121 39.4%
Donations 200 157 43 27.5%
Insurance 605 0 605 -
Annual General Meeting 128 131 (3) -2.4%
Clothing 145 116 29 24.5%
Supplies (includes Hazard Buoys in 2011) 1,432 96 1,336 1390.8%
Water Testing (550) 550 (1,100) -200.0%
Bank fees & Charges 17 32 (15) -47.3%

2,667 1,800 867 48.1%

Net Income (Loss) for the period (371) 501 (872) -173.9%

Balance Sheet
as at December 31, 2011

Current Dec 31/10
Position Actuals Variance %

Cash 4,724 2,820 1,904 67.5%
Investments (current value) 8,843 10,779 (1,936) -18.0%
Black Lake Clothing 578 284 294 203.2%

Total Assets 14,145 13,883 262 1.9%

Accounts Payable 1,330 557 773 138.8%
Unearned Membership Fees 325 525 (200) -38.1%
Unrealized Gain / (Loss) on Investment 2,261 2,202 59 2.7%

3,916 3,284 632 19.3%

Members Equity
Opening 10,599 10,098 501 5.0%
Net income (Loss) for the year (371) 501 (872) -173.9%
Closing 10,229 10,599 (371) -3.5%

-
Total Liabilities 14,145 13,883 262 1.9%



Black Lake Contact Names 
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Black Lake Road     Tony and Jean Nichols: Jane and Grant O’Connor 

Peninsula Drive     Jaakkimainen  

Homestead Lane and Neighbours   Jonathon Hooper 

Starhill Road      George and Rosalee Fedak: Keith and Nancy Walsh 

Black Lake Route 11A     Monica Robidoux                                  

Tom’s Rock      Bob Pelletier 

Black Lake North Shore and Sunderland Lane  Sue Matte 

West Bay Drive     Caroly Gilchrist 

Black Lake Route 2     Betty McNichol 

Black Lake Route 11     Gail and Rick Lillico  

Black Lake Route 11C      Patricia McCourt 

Lake View      Brian and Nancy McGlade 

Hands Bay          Judy Hand 

Hands Drive      Bonnie Monker 

Loonie Lane      Raymond Faith 

Birch Grove      Brent Rutherford 

Island View      Bill Hughes 

 

Put your ad here!  

For $25 you can 
reach everyone  

on the lake! 

 

Black Lake Property Owners’ Association 
43rd Annual General Meeting July 14, 2012, 12:30 pm 

North Burgess Hall, 4174 Narrows Lock Rd. 



This past fall we were sur-
prised to have our dog, 
Reza, diagnosed with 
Lyme disease. She had 
been taking preventive 
medication for this since 
she was a pup.  After a 
month of antibiotics and 
immunization she is 
healthy again. This past 
weekend a visitor to our 
home here on the lake 
noticed a sore red spot on 
her torso – in the center 
there was an engorged 
black legged tick!! Here is 
a bit of information on the 
tick. Consult your vet for 
protection for your pets. 
 
What is Lyme Disease? 
 
Lyme disease is an infec-
tion caused by the cork-
screw-shaped bacteria, 
Borrelia burgdorferi. In 
Ontario, these bacteria are 
spread by the bite of 
blacklegged ticks (formerly 
called deer ticks), Ixodes 
scapularis. The black-
legged tick can be found 
sporadically throughout 
the province. 
 
What are ticks? 
 
Ticks are closely related to 
spiders. They are typically 
small when unfed, (1 to 5 
mm in length), and all ac-
tive stages feed on blood. 

Lyme Disease 
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Lyme disease is an 
infection caused by the 
corkscrew-shaped 
bacteria, Borrelia 
burgdorferi. In Ontario, 
these bacteria are spread 
by the bite of blacklegged 
ticks .  

Black Lake Property Owners’ Association 
43rd Annual General Meeting July 14, 2012, 12:30 pm 

North Burgess Hall, 4174 Narrows Lock Rd. 

They cannot fly and they 
move quite slowly. Ticks 
usually come in contact 
with people or animals by 
positioning themselves 
on tall grass and bushes. 
They may take several 
hours to find a suitable 
place on the host to at-
tach to feed. Most tick 
bites are painless. The 
majority of bites will not 
result in disease because 
most ticks are not in-
fected with the agent of 
Lyme disease. Black-
legged ticks pass 
through three different 
life stages (larva-1, 
nymph-2, adult male-3, 
adult female-4). The 
nymphal stage typically 
occurs during the sum-
mer months and is the 
stage most likely to infect 
people with Lyme dis-
ease. This is due to their 
small size which pre-
vents people from notic-
ing them on their body.  
 
What do I do if I find an 
attached tick? 
 
 Prompt removal of 

ticks from your skin will 
help prevent infection, 
since transmission of the 
Lyme disease agent usu-
ally requires the tick to 
be attached for more 
than 24 hours. 

An adult female black-
legged tick waiting on a 
blade of grass for host. 

 Using fine-tipped 
tweezers, carefully 
grasp the tick as close 
to your skin as possi-
ble.  Pull it straight out, 
gently but firmly. 
 Don't squeeze 

it.  Squeezing the tick 
can cause the Lyme 
disease agent to be ac-
cidentally introduced 
into your body. 
 Don't put anything 

on the tick, or try to burn 
the tick off. 
 After the tick has 

been removed, place it 
in a screw-top bottle 
(like a pill vial or film 
canister), and take it to 
your doctor or local 
health unit. They can 
send it to the Ontario 
Public Health Labora-
tory for identification. 
Establishing the type of 
tick may help to assess 
your risk of acquiring 
Lyme disease. 
 It is important to 

remember where you 
most likely acquired the 
tick. It will help public 
health workers to iden-
tify areas of higher risk. 
 Thoroughly cleanse 

the bite site with rubbing 
alcohol and/or soap and 
water.  
 
Betty McNichol 



Retiring Board Members 

Pest Alert—Emerald Ash Borer 

The Black Lake Constitution (http://blacklakeassociation.ca/about-us/) outlines 
the duties and responsibilities of Officers of the Association (the Executive) and 
notes that the term of office is one year. Unless the position is contested at the 
next AGM, officers may continue to serve for many years. The BLPOA Board has 
come to rely on several key individuals and two of these important persons are 
now resigning, moving on to other interests in their lives. We would like to recog-
nize their long service to the association.  

Over the past year we have cut down four 
Ash trees on our Black Lake property dead 
from the Emerald Ash Borer. We had no-
ticed a diminished crown, thinning of the 
leaves – then the next year, no leaves at all, 
cracks in the trunk and sawdust along the 
ground. We have noticed two more trees 
with a thinning canopy, soon to die. The Ash 
Borer, native to eastern Asia, has killed mil-
lions of trees in South Western Ontario, 
Michigan and surrounding states. While they 
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can fly several kilometers, another 
significant factor contributing to their 
spread is the movement of firewood 
and bark chips from an infected 
area to a non-infected area. We 
have started to replant trees to re-
place those cut down and the dis-
eased dead Ash are being used as 
firewood on our property. 

Betty McNichol 

Thanks to outgoing 
Board members :  

Greg Hallam 

and 

Betty McNichol 

for their long 
standing service to 

BLPOA  

Betty McNichol 

For more than 12 years, Betty has 
been on the board of and a true asset 
to the Black Lake Association. She 
has devoted many hours attending 
lake networking meetings; preparing 
much of the content in our newslet-
ters by writing regular submissions 
(including the popular “Know your 
Black Lake Neighbour” column); co-
ordinating the purchase and sale 
of BLPOA clothes; and, with her hus-
band Bob, tracking water levels and 
more. We will truly miss her dedica-
tion and commitment and extend our 
thanks for all her work.  

Greg Hallan 

On the board of BLPOA since 2005, 
Greg’s generous commitment of 
time -- attending executive meet-
ings, arranging meeting space for 
the AGM, being our liaison with 
RVCA to ensure water quality moni-
toring, and so much more – has 
been a much appreciated resource 
to the association. We have relied 
upon his knowledge of Perth and 
the area, as well as his memory of 
past Black Lake events and issues. 
Greg has taken his commitment to 
the community to a new level as an 
elected official, Councillor for Bur-
gess Ward, for Tay Valley Town-
ship. Thank you Greg and continue 
to keep us informed.  



 

Black Lake Water Quality Report 2011 
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 LAKE 
 LAKE 
CODE  PARAMETER 

 TOTAL # OF 
SAMPLES  MAXIMUM  MINIMUM  AVERAGE  MEDIAN 

 # SAM-
PLES > 
STAN-
DARD 

 % SAM-
PLES > 
STAN-
DARD 

 STAN-
DARD 

Black 
Lake  RVL‐11 

E.COLI (cfu/100 
mL) 254  200  0  10  2  3  1%  100 

sample period: 2002 - 
present TKN (µg/L) 300  800  290  479  480  110  37%  500 
       TP (µg/L) 300  55  2  14  13  23  8%  20 
      Ca (mg/L) 22  25  19  22  22  16  73%  20 
      Secchi depth (m) 42  8.3  2.5  4.9  5.0  0  0%  2 

2011    
E.COLI (cfu/100 

mL) 10  140  2  3  18  1  10%  100 
      TKN (µg/L) 14  730  310  390  431  2  14%  500 
       TP (µg/L) 14  47  9  14  18  3  21%  20 
      Ca (mg/L) 1  25  25  25  25  1  100%  20 
      Secchi depth (m) 3  6.3  4.0  5.2  5.3  0  0%  2 

2010    
E.COLI (cfu/100 

mL) 10  100  0  4  18  0  0%  100 
      TKN (µg/L) 14  560  290  355  367  1  7%  500 
       TP (µg/L) 14  18  2  8  10  0  0%  20 
      Ca (mg/L) 1  23  23  23  23  1  100%  20 
      Secchi depth (m) 3  6.0  5.0  5.5  5.5  0  0%  2 

Average nutrient concentrations were fairly low over the entire 
sampling season though exceedances were observed at least 
once at the deep points.  None of these exceedances persisted 
throughout the summer.  These sites have all exceeded guidelines 
on occasion, particularly the site which is dominated by wetland 
features which may explain higher levels of phosphorus.   E. coli 
concentrations were very low throughout the lake.  

 

Based upon oxygen/temperature testing, results show good condi-
tions in the spring/early summer for fish habitat. However, as the 
lake stratifies in the latter part of the summer available habitat is 
reduced.   
This information is provided by Sarah MacLeod, Resource Techni-
cian, Rideau Valley Conservation Authority 
 Photo by Derek Turner 



Black Lake Property Owners’ Association  
Mission and Objectives 

BLACK LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION — 
2012 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

As stated in the BLPOA Constitution, the Mission of the Association is to identify and maintain an interest in the 
issues of broad-based concern that may impact the value of owning property abutting Black Lake while at the 
same time promoting or undertaking activities that will help foster a community spirit. 

The objectives of the Association are: 

• To represent all Black Lake Property Owners. 

• To help preserve and/or enhance the quality of life for all residents of Black Lake by providing a forum to 
collectively discuss and, if possible, resolve issues of common concern. 

• To provide a unified voice in all matters pertaining to and directly affective Black Lake’s water, shoreline, 
watershed and adjacent lands. Issues of on-going interest include, but are not limited to: health of the en-
vironment; crime prevention; fire safety; road maintenance; safety in/on the water; noise/light pollution; 
and, development activity. 

• To monitor the activity of and liaise with the Township of Tay Valley, the Rideau Valley Conservation Au-
thority, government agencies and other lake associations, as appropriate to identify and/or comment on 
the potential impact of an issue or initiative on Association members. 

• To initiate and/or support activities that will facilitate members getting to know their neighbours and de-
velop a sense of community. 

 
Name: _________________________________________      Black Lake Phone Number: ____-____-__________ 
 
Black Lake Property Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address (if different than above): 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Email Address: _______________________________ _______________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone Number: ______-______-__________________ 
 
I’d prefer to receive the Newsletter via:  ___ Canada Post or  ___ Email 
Please mail this form along with payment of $25.00 made payable to: 

Black Lake Property Owner’s Association, P.O. Box 20006, Perth, Ontario, K7H 3M6 
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