
 

 
Black Lake Property Owners’ 

Association Newsletter 

Greetings to all Black 
Lake property owners. 
Spring has finally arrived 
to Black Lake and with it 
the promise of another 
wonderful summer on the 
lake. Whatever the 
weather, we are sur-
rounded by the beauty of 
the flora and fauna which 
inhabit the lake. 
 
As usual, we will hold our 
Annual General Meeting 
in July. Please mark the 
second Saturday in July 
on your calendars and 
plan to attend. We have 
much to discuss and we 
need the input of all resi-
dents and stakeholders. 
 
As we gear up for another 
summer of fun in the sun, 

please be aware of water 
safety rules and ensure 
that anyone who enters 
your property is conscious 
of these rules as well. 
There are rules which 
regulate the use of water-
craft, especially when in 
the vicinity of swimmers 
and boaters who travel 
under people power. We 
need to be aware of the 
safety of everyone at all 
times. If in doubt, there 
are many publications 
that will provide you with 
the necessary regula-
tions. Let us make sure 
that we can all enjoy the 
lake during the time we 
have. 
 
The Lake Management 
Survey is ready. It will be 

sent to all once we have 
had a chance for discus-
sion at the AGM. Please 
share this information with 
you neighbours to ensure 
that everyone receives a 
copy and therefore has 
input into the preservation 
and protection of the lake. 
We will be looking for vol-
unteers to help in the 
compilation of survey re-
sults, so if you can spare 
an hour or two, please let 
a member of the execu-
tive know. 
 
Hope to see everyone 
enjoying the lake very 
soon. 
 

Judith Haddad 
President 

Message from the President... 

Boating: Shore-Line 
Speed Restrictions  
 
With spring here, many 
boaters will be heading to 
our local waterways to 
enjoy the sunshine and 
water. Whether you re-
side full time or part time 
on an area lake or visit 
our waterways occasion-
ally, the Lanark County 

and Sharbot Lake OPP 
urge area boaters to keep 
in mind the rules and 
regulations that apply to 
boating when it comes to 
shore-line speed restric-
tions. 
 
The province of Ontario 
has adopted a province-
wide restriction limiting a 
boats speed to 10 km/h 

within 30 m (98’5”) from 
shore on all waters. The 
exception is: 
 
♦ Waterskiing, where 

the boat follow a tra-
jectory perpendicular 
to the shore 

♦ In rivers less than 100 
m in width, or canals 
or buoyed channels 

(Continued on page 2) 
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♦ In waters where another speed 
is prescribed under a schedule 
to the regulations 

 
It is important to be aware of the 
shore-line speed restrictions on any 
lake you happen to be boating on, 
and if unsure contact you local 
lakes association or police depart-
ment. 
 
Ultimately safety is paramount. Al-
ways operate at a safe speed and 
when choosing your speed con-
sider the following: 
 
♦ The visibility conditions (fog, 

mist, rain and darkness) which 
could hamper your ability to see 
ahead. 

♦ The wind, water conditions and 
currents 

♦ The maneuverability of your 
boat 

♦ The traffic density, types of ves-
sels in the area and their prox-
imity 

♦ The proximity of any naviga-
tional hazards such as rocks or 
tree stumps. 

♦ The effect your boat’s wake will 
have on other vessels, docks, 
swimmers, divers, and the 
shoreline. 
 

Throughout the summer months the 
Lanark County and Sharbot Lake 
OPP will be patrolling the local wa-
terways ensuring that boaters have 
the necessary equipment on board, 
and are abiding by the rules and 
regulations in place for boaters. For 
more information or a copy of the 
Safe Boating Guide please visit 
www.boatingsafety.gc.ca. 
 

Inspector Gerry Salisbury 
Detachment Commander 

Lanark County / Sharbot Lake OPP                   

(Continued from page 1) 



 

CMAG continues to work on behalf of its members to 
stop mining in Tay Valley Township and Lanark 
County. We support all the work being done by the 
First Nations and the Community Coalition Against 
Mining Uranium at Sharbot Lake (CCAMU). While they 
are fighting for a moratorium on uranium mining in 
Eastern Ontario, we need a moratorium on ALL mining 
in Eastern Ontario. We continue to lobby the govern-
ment of Ontario for the return of mineral rights to all 
landowners in Eastern Ontario. In December 1997, the 
province returned mineral rights to landowners in 
Southwestern Ontario, so a precedent has been set. 
To be fair, they need to do the same for Southeastern 
Ontario. 
 
The Ministry of Northern Development & Mines asked 
for public response to proposed changes to the Mining 
Act between July and September 16. CMAG re-
sponded, as did the township and some of our mem-
bers. We can only hope that the ministry will realize 
that the small changes they proposed need to go 
much further in order to deal with mining claims in the 
twenty first century. 
 
CMAG will continue to work with Tay Valley Township 
to change their Official Plan and take all mineral desig-
nated areas out of the O.P. Currently discussions con-
tinue  between the township and the Ministry of Mu-
nicipal Affairs and Housing, who determine all land use  
for Ontario. As well, now that the election is over, 
CMAG will be reconnecting with the Ombudsman’s 
office in hopes that more substantial changes are 
forthcoming with regard to our antiquated  Mining Act 
of 1868. 
 
This past few months, planes with magnometers, to 
detect mineral resources, have been seen flying grid 
patterns over both Black Lake and Pike Lake. This is 
what happened before  the 64 claims that were laid in 
2001 in Tay Valley Township. We are just as vulner-
able today, as we were in 2001, to the devastating 
possibilities that mining could bring to our proper-
ties, lakes and towns. What are they looking for? We 
haven’t been able to find out, but they could be looking 
for uranium. Frontenac Ventures has claimed some 
30,000 acres of land around Sharbot Lake for uranium 

CMAG Update 
mining. We know that there is uranium, as well as other 
minerals, in our township. Please be vigilant in watch-
ing for these planes and reporting them to your lake 
association and CMAG. You can contact CMAG by e-
mailing Wendy Hassard at whassard@sympatico.ca 
 
CMAG, like the Black Lake Association, is only as 
strong as its members, and the amount of support 
and work the membership does to support their or-
ganizations. 
 
Please become active today, so that mining will be-
come a thing of the past in Tay Valley Township! 

 

Put your ad here!  

For $25 you can 
reach everyone  

on the lake! 
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Date Station E.Coli TKN TP 
1-Jun-06 DP1   430 13 
27-Jul-06 DP1   430 16 
8-Sep-06 DP1   410 17 
1-Jun-06 F 40 400 15 
27-Jul-06 F 4 490 19 
8-Sep-06 F 8 380 11 
1-Jun-06 H 12 400 13 
27-Jul-06 H 8 450 16 
8-Sep-06 H 2 420 13 
1-Jun-06 K 10 440 17 
27-Jul-06 K 2 450 18 
8-Sep-06 K 10 430 15 
1-Jun-06 L 10 430 14 
27-Jul-06 L 2 460 18 
8-Sep-06 L 2 410 14 

As property owners on Black Lake, we have a vested interest in keeping our lake and well water clean and 
safe. What are some of the measures that we can take to ensure the health and safety of the drinking water 
that comes from our wells. 
 
Well (and lake) water is susceptible to the impact of surface contaminants. We can take small measures to 
protect our drinking sources. The following should be kept away from your well: 
 

♦ Septic systems 
♦ Pet waste (keep dogs and cats away from your well) 
♦ Gasoline, diesel and home-heating fuels 
♦ Pesticides and fertilizers either chemical or natural 
♦ Hazardous chemicals including paint solvents and BBQ starter fluid 
♦ De-icers used to melt ice on roads and driveways 
♦ Any other substance you don’t want in your family’s drinking water. 

  
Surface spills of contaminants, such as fuel for mowers, boat motors, tractors, cars etc can infiltrate the soil 
and contaminate drinking water. Depending upon the depth of the well, the method of construction and the 
type of rock or soil surrounding the well, contamination can take place quickly. Recovery occurs very slowly, if 
at all. Our best protection against contamination is education. We must do all that we can to protect our 
health by protecting our water source. Our children are counting on us. 

Black Lake Water Testing Results 
DP1 (deep point 1) composite sample is taken from the eu-
photic zone that is the depth to which light penetrates or 
twice the secchi depth.  E. Coli samples are taken at shore-
line sites where there could be sources of bacterial pollution. 
 
E. Coli is measured as cfu/100 mL (colony forming units of 
bacteria per 100 mL sample).  The provincial standard states 
that levels over 100 cfu/100mL indicate that the water is un-
safe for recreational purposes. Use of untreated lake water 
for drinking is discouraged. 

 
TKN is total Kjeldahl nitrogen (organic nitrogen) measured in 
milligrams/litre (mg/L) but reported here as micrograms/litre 
(µg/L).  There is no official provincial standard for nitrogen 
levels, but many of the lake water results in the Rideau Valley 
Watershed are between 400 µg/L and 450 µg/L. If concentra-
tions are persistently above 500 µg/L, aquatic plant growth 
can become more profuse. 

 
TP is the total phosphorous concentration recorded here in µg/L.  TP varies depending upon the age of the lake, and the 
various external inputs.  It is the major nutrient controlling plant growth in the aquatic environment.  Levels less than 10 
µg/L indicate a younger lake, whereas most of our lakes are in the range of 11-19 µg/L.  Phosphorous concentrations of 
20 µg/L or higher suggest that there might be excessive inputs of soluble phosphorous and that the lake is aging. 

Water, water everywhere—How can we keep it safe to drink? 

Date Station E.Coli TKN TP 
1-Jun-06 DP1   430 13 
27-Jul-06 DP1   430 16 
8-Sep-06 DP1   410 17 
1-Jun-06 F 40 400 15 
27-Jul-06 F 4 490 19 
8-Sep-06 F 8 380 11 
1-Jun-06 H 12 400 13 
27-Jul-06 H 8 450 16 
8-Sep-06 H 2 420 13 
1-Jun-06 K 10 440 17 
27-Jul-06 K 2 450 18 
8-Sep-06 K 10 430 15 
1-Jun-06 L 10 430 14 
27-Jul-06 L 2 460 18 
8-Sep-06 L 2 410 14 
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The Green Flashing Light 

All drivers in Ontario are familiar with the emergency red flashing 
lights and sirens on police cars, ambulances and fire trucks, and 
know that they are required by law to pull to the right and stop when 
they see or hear them coming. But not everyone is aware of the Vol-
unteer Firefighter's Green Flashing Light.  
 
In a large city, emergency vehicles are manned by full-time person-
nel, who use the red lights and sirens to get through traffic to the 
scene of an emergency in a hurry. Seconds count in a fire or rescue 
situation, and time lost enroute from traffic congestion can make the 
difference. For those of us in rural and smaller urban areas, we re-
ceive our fire protection from volunteers, who often respond to 
emergencies in their own private vehicles. These vehicles are not 
equipped with red lights or sirens that make them stand out from any other vehicle on the road. 
 
When the call for help comes in, our personnel may be at their regular job, at the beach with the family or 
sleeping in the middle of the night. They drop what they are doing and immediately respond to the fire hall to 
drive the fire trucks to the emergency scene. Once the trucks have rolled, those that did not make it to the hall 
will continue to the emergency in their personal vehicle. The problem previously existed that regular traffic did 
not know that an emergency exists and unknowingly held up firefighters hurrying to the call or to the hall to 
get the fire trucks on the way. 
 
To help the public identify these firefighters responding in their own vehicles, the Ministry of Transportation 
amended the Highway Traffic Act to allow volunteer firefighters responding to emergencies to use a light that 
flashed green. Gravenhurst Firefighters were one of the first departments to adopt the use of the light in the 
province. 
 
The Green Light gives the firefighters no special privileges when responding to an emergency. It is used only 
as an identifier to the drivers of other vehicles so that they may give up their right-of-way and allow the fire-
fighter to get to the emergency unimpeded. The use of the light is controlled by the Fire Chief, who has the 
authority to allow or terminate the firefighter's use of the light 
 
The Ontario Highway Traffic Act states: 62.(16) A firefighter, within the meaning of subsection 1 (1) of the Fire 
Protection and Prevention Act, 1997, may carry on or in his or her vehicle a lamp that produces intermittent 
flashes of green light and may operate the light if the motor vehicle is proceeding to a fire or other emergency. 
1997, c. 4, s. 81.  Likewise, the Act has this to say about others using the Green Light: 62.(16.1) No person 
other than a person described in subsection (16) shall operate a lamp that produces intermittent flashes of 
green light. 1994, c. 35, s. 1. 
 
If you see a vehicle with the tell-tale flashing green light activated, you now know it's one of us, on our way to 
help one of our neighbors. Remember, the home we're rushing to save, or life we're going to rescue, could be 
yours, or a close friends. Please let us by! 
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We are getting lots of questions about when installation will 
start.  Storm's plan has always been to start client installa-
tions May 28th and we are holding to that schedule. Many 
of the e-mails we have received indicate an expectation of 
April and we apologize if we have inadvertently given any-
one the impression that there would be an earlier start 
date. 
 
Please note we hope to actually start client installations 
around the 23rd of May and these will start in areas where 
we can get access directly off of the towers and then when 
we have identified holes we will start with micro node in-
stallation and client installations off those nodes.  Our tech-
nical support personnel are working off the maps of all the 
clients signed up to date and should start contacting clients 
with schedules sometime in the next 2 weeks. We are just 
waiting to see when we might be able to start receiving the 
client equipment as we are trying to move the originally 
planned delivery dates up from May 30th. Once we have those dates we will start to contact people for sur-
veys and installations. 
 
As soon as possible we will be starting drive around surveys to test the signal strengths and coverage so you 
will likely see Storm vans driving around your neighbourhood. Don't panic if we stop near your house but do 
not stop in to do an installation. We have not missed you but are just getting the general coverage areas laid 
out as part of the planning phase for the technical support people. 
 
Again we ask for your patience and understanding as the long wait for high speed in your area should come 
to an end this summer. Please continue to send in your individual questions as they help us to draft these 
types of "blast" e-mails to keep everyone up to date and address overall concerns.  While we cannot respond 
individually to each one a general response will be forthcoming. 

Storm Highspeed Update—Letter from Storm 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Annual General Meeting  
Saturday, July 12, 2008 

9:30 a.m. 
Burgess Hall 

Narrows Locks Road 

X 
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2008 Membership Form 
 

Name: ________________________________________     Black Lake Phone Number: ____-____-__________ 
 
 Black Lake Property Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Preferred Mailing Address (if different than above): _________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Email Address:  _______________________________ Home Phone Number: ____-____-___________ 
 

 I’d prefer to receive the newsletter by:  Canada Post only    Email only    Both Canada Post and Email 
 

 Please mail this form along with payment of $25.00 payable to: 

 

Black Lake Property Owner’s Association 
P.O. Box 20006, Perth, Ontario K7H 3M6 

Black Lake Property Owners Association’—Membership Drive 
 
The Mission of the Association is to identify and maintain an interest in the issues of broad-based concern that may im-
pact the value of owning property abutting Black Lake while at the same time promoting or undertaking activities that will 
help foster a community spirit. 
 
 The objectives of the Association are: 
  
♦ To represent all Black Lake Property Owners. 
 
♦  To help preserve and/or enhance the quality of life for all residents of Black Lake by providing a forum to collectively 

discuss and, if possible, resolve issues of common concern. 
 
♦ To provide a unified voice in all matters pertaining to and directly affective Black Lake’s water, shoreline, watershed 

and adjacent lands.  Issues of on-going interest include, but are not limited to: health of the environment; crime pre-
vention; fire safety; road maintenance; safety in/on the water; noise/light pollution; and, development activity. 

 
♦ To monitor the activity of and liaise with the Township of Tay Valley, the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority, gov-

ernment agencies and other lake associations, as appropriate to identify and or comment on the potential impact of 
an issue or initiative on Association members. 

 
♦ To initiate and/or support activities that will facilitate members getting to know their neighbours and develop a sense 

of community. 
  
  Cut along here and enclose this portion with your payment 

 


