
Overall, it’s been an ex-
cellent fall weather-wise 
for those shutting down 
their cottages in prepara-
tion for winter.  I was do-
ing some Black Lake yard 
work during the last week-
end in October and, be-
lieve it or not, there was 
still boating activity on the 
lake (no water skiers, 
though).   
 
The Everett’s encoun-
tered a significant in-
crease in zebra mussels 
attached to out docks/raft. 
Based on my unofficial 
poll of cottage neighbours  
this seems to have been 
the norm. Perth Home 
Hardware still has a zebra 
mussel filter "prototype" 
on display in their plumb-
ing section (as discussed 
at this year's AGM) which 
looks like a combination 

of ABS piping and a num-
ber of micron filters... this 
will be my winter project.  
(Despite the fact no one 
in the store could "certify" 
this system actually 
worked!)  More informa-
tion on this filter and 
some interesting observa-
tions on the presence of 
zebra mussels in Black 
Lake are provided later in 
this newsletter. 
  
Since the AGM, details 
have been finalized re-
garding our Commercial 
General Liability insur-
ance policy.  We were 
able to leverage a signifi-
cant amount of work done 
by FOCA  (Federation of 
Ontario Cottagers' Asso-
ciations) who, along with 
AVIVA Canada Inc., have 
structured a CGL insur-

ance program tailored to 
the needs/requirements of 
cottage associations simi-
lar to ours.  Now this in-
surance is in place, our 
first action item for next 
spring will be to place 
Transport Canada ap-
proved hazard buoys 
throughout the lake. Spe-
cifics on our insurance 
coverage are detailed 
later in this newsletter.  
 
On behalf of the BLPOA 
leadership team, I'd like to 
wish everyone a great 
winter season in whatever 
climate you choose to 
spend it in! 
 
Bob Everett 
 

President’s Message 

Fall 2011 Issue  

Zebra Mussel Filter System 2 
Hazard Buoys 3 
Liability Insurance 3 

Black Lake Gear 3 

Getting to Know Your 
Neighbours 

4 

Water Monitoring Station 
Report 

5 

Fire Burning Regulations 6 

Membership Form 7 

Black Lake Contact names 9 

Financial Report 8 

Inside this issue: 

Executive Committee 

President 
Bob Everett 
bob@blacklakeassociation.ca 
 
Vice-President 
Greg Hallam 
greg@blacklakeassociation.ca 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Philip Dudgeon 
philip@blacklakeassociation.ca 
 
Membership 
Jonathan Hooper 
jona-
than@blacklakeassociation.ca 
 
Directors at Large 
Neris Allan 
neris@blacklakeassociation.ca 
 
Cal Kirkpatrick 
cal@blacklakeassociation.ca 
 
Betty McNichol 
betty@blacklakeassociation.ca 
 
Sue Matte 
sue@blacklakeassociation.ca 
 
Carol Williams 
carol@blacklakeassociaiton.ca 

         Black Lake Property Owners’ 
Association Newsletter 

It’s New—Your BLPOA Website! 
http://blacklakeassociation.ca 

For information, contact Carol Williams (carol@blacklakeassociation.ca)  



Everyone who has taken 
in a dock or raft this year 
realizes that zebra mus-
sels have invaded our 
lake. It appears that the 
water has the right 
amount of calcium for 
them to reproduce in 
numbers. However, as I 
was diving down to refit 
the nozzle of the filter 
from a regular intake 
valve to a filtered valve, I 
noticed an interesting 
thing. The zebra mussels, 
which covered the rubber 
pipe as I started out, re-
duced to none after the 
first thermo cline !!  At the 
depth of the intake which 
is 26 feet below the sur-
face there were no zebra 
mussels present. That 
does not mean in the fu-
ture they will not be there 
but for now they are not 
present. Here is some 
background information 
on zebra mussels. 
 
First discovered in Lake 
St. Clair in June 1988, the 
mussels quickly spread to 
Lakes Erie and Ontario 
and the St. Lawrence 
River. Since then, they 
have spread to all of the 
Great Lakes and a grow-
ing number of U.S. and 
Canadian inland water-
ways. Most mussels are 
thumbnail-sized, but they 

can reach 5 cm long in 
their 2-year lifespan. They 
have an elongated D-
shaped, somewhat 
pointed, thin shell with a 
zebra-like pattern of 
stripes. They have thread-
like filaments used to at-
tach themselves to boat 
hulls, reefs, navigational 
buoys and other sub-
merged objects. Zebra 
mussels can survive out 
of water in moist, shaded 
areas for several days. 
Mussel larvae can be car-
ried in boat bilge water, 
live wells, bait buckets 
and engine cooling sys-
tems. Adult mussels can 
colonize many hard un-
derwater surfaces, such 
as water intake pipes, 
docks, boat hulls, buoys, 
and commercial fishing 
nets. 
 
Mussels can spread via 
commercial and recrea-
tional boat traffic, am-
phibious airplanes, scuba 
equipment, transport con-
tainers, fishing gear, and 
wildlife. The zebra mussel 
is capable of attaching 
itself to most submerged 
hard surfaces. Once they 
are attached, they repro-
duce very quickly. A ma-
ture female zebra mussel 
can reproduce 30,000-
40,000 eggs per year. 

Due to their high repro-
ductive rate and the lim-
ited number of natural 
predators, zebra mussels 
can significantly populate 
a body of water in two or 
three years. There does 
not seem to be a known 
predator of the mussels: 
the mussels need to be 
scrapped and removed. 
 
A suggestion for those 
with water intake pipes is 
to have a rope tied to the 
end of the intake pipe and 
attached to the shore. 
Follow the rope out, pull it 
up from the lake bed and 
check your filters or re-
place them as it is about 
$10.00 dollars for three. I 
also have a small float 
attached to the filter which 
is offset by a weight so 
that it is upright and not in 
the muddy bottom. The 
float is about 3 feet above 
the intake line and does 
not come to the surface at 
all. The staff at Home 
Hardware will be most 
helpful in assembling all 
the inexpensive parts for 
you and it should come to 
about $60.00 versus 
$400.00 to $500.00 for a 
commercial product. 
 
Bob McNichol 

Zebra Mussel Filter System 

“A zebra mussel is 
capable of attaching 

itself to  most 
submerged hard 

surfaces.” 
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Hazard Buoys 

Black Lake Gear 

Liability Insurance 

BLPOA, as approved at 
this year’s AGM, is in the 
process of purchasing 12 
Transport Canada ap-
proved hazard buoys. 
Property owners have 
identified many of the  

hazard locations and the 
Association can now 
place these buoys in 
Black Lake in the spring 
of 2012.  We are able to 
proceed with this action 
now that we have se-

related to the conduct of 
our business.  As such, it 
provides coverage for as-
sociation sponsored 
events such as the AGM, 
picnics, July 1st flotilla, 
barbeques, golf games, 
etc. Having this insur-
ance, which has a 
$3,000,000.00 limit, al-
lows us to purchase and 
place approved hazard 

buoys in Black Lake. For 
further information refer to 
the Athens Counsel Insur-
ance Brokers BLPOA pol-
icy declarations available 
at our website (http://
blacklakeassociation.ca)
or contact Bob Everett 
(bob@blacklakeassociati
on.ca). 

The executive discussed 
and received member 
approval at this year’s 
AGM for the purchase of 
Commercial Liability In-
surance. Who is protected 
under this policy?  In-
cluded are executive offi-
cers and directors, volun-
teer workers and mem-
bers in good standing 
while performing duties 

cal printing business in 
Perth. You are welcome 
to “shop” their site or pe-
ruse their store. Place 
your order with us, as the 
larger the order, the lower 
the price.  
 
Contact Betty McNichol:  
613-264-1507. 
betty@blacklakeassociati
on.ca 
 

We have: 
• T shirts for $15.00 - 

red, sand, blue 
• golf hats for $12.00 – 
• navy  
• hats with a neck cape 

for $18.00 
 
These would make great 
stocking stuffers!! 
 
We deal with Prodedal 
(www.prodecal.ca), a lo-
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cured liability insurance. If 
you have any questions 
regarding the hazard 
buoys, please contact 
Bob Everett 
(bob@blacklakeassociati
on.ca).  

BLPOA Website Now Available 

http://blacklakeassociation.ca 



Last summer there was a 
small brush fire on fire 
route 2 on Paul 
McShane’s property; the 
fire department was here 
and had it under control 
before we even knew 
there was a fire! Recently 
I purchased Stories of 
Pike Lake a beautiful col-
lection of memories, pho-
tos and data of Pike Lake 
and the surrounding area 
written by people of the 
lake and edited by Kay 
Rogers. Chapter three --  
“The Ottawa Valley Great 
Fire of 1870”, the largest 
natural disaster to strike 
the Ottawa Valley until the 
Ice Storm of 1998 -- tells 
the story of a fire of much 
greater magnitude than 
the one at Black Lake last 
year! The control of this 
fire was an entirely differ-
ent story. 
 
What was it like in our 
area for early settlers who 
lived here? Let your 
imagination travel back 
for a few minutes. No 
paved roads, no fire en-
gines racing down country 
lanes, horse and wagon 
the only means of travel. 
The shallow limestone 
soil in the area was per-
fect for massive white ce-
dar trees. The settlers cut 
the trees to build their log 
homes, provide fuel to 
ward off the –30’C win-
ters,  and fuel for cooking 
on open-hearth fireplaces. 
Numerous bush chords 
were required to keep 
these fires going. Land 

was cleared for fields to 
grow their crops and food. 
Huge piles of brush and 
slash accumulated – per-
fect fuel for a fire. If you 
have ever needed to start 
a fire, cedar is the best 
kindling as it has a resin-
ous core that erupts in 
flames easily.  
 
Fires started sporadically 
around the Ottawa Valley 
during that period of time. 
With kind permission from 
Kay Rogers, here is part 
of the story of the Ottawa 
Valley Great Fire of 1870 
part of which occurred in 
North Burgess Township.  

 
 “Burgess Almost One 
Blackened Waste,” read 
the headline in the August 
26, 1870, edition of the 
Perth Courier.  
 
The Courier went on to 
say - the fire spread from 
Black Lake to both Otty 
and Pike Lakes. It burned 
the Stanleyville Island and 
Cedar Bridge Schools, 
the Old Mill, know as the 
Burgess Mill, and the 
homes of Owen Quinn 
and Thomas Tully. It also 
destroyed thousands of 
acres of valuable timber. 
Horses, cattle, sheep, 
pigs and dogs were all 
victims of the fire.  
 
This was the Ottawa Val-
ley Great Fire of 1870.  
As well as affecting North 
Burgess Township, it dev-

astated much of Lanark 
and Carleton Counties, as 
well as the Gatineau. The 
fire spread intermittently 
for a month. It finally 
reached the Rideau 
Lakes in the South and 
Wakefield Quebec in the 
north. Three thousand 
farms were destroyed and 
thirteen people killed by 
the fire.  

 
No rain had fallen in the 
Ottawa valley since April 
and as a result the coun-
tryside was a tinderbox.  
On August 17, the wind 
was blowing a full hurri-
cane of 100 mph and the 
fire was advancing at the 
speed of a trotting horse. 
Survivors recall whole 
trees thrown into the air, a 
hailstorm of red-hot hori-
zontal hail and the coun-
tryside going from dim 
and smoky to a full blaze 
in a matter of minutes. 
Houses, barns, fences 
and brush piles of highly 
flammable white cedar 
added fuel to the fire. 

 
Heavy rains finally put the 
fire out in late September. 
People began the ardu-
ous task of rebuilding 
their homes and their live-
lihoods. Neighbours 
helped neighbours. 
Churches played a major 
role in relief efforts, and 
special fire relief funds 
were set up to accept pri-
vate donations.  
 
The fire led to a “raucous” 

Getting to Know Your Neighbours 

“Burgess Almost One 
Blackened Waste” 

ready the headline in 
the August 26, 1870 
edition of the Perth 

Courier.  
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Getting to Know Your Neighbours (cont.) 

July 1st Flotilla 

Water Monitoring Station Report 

debate at Queen’s Park. 
There were those who 
considered giving relief as 
unconstitutional, those 
who advocated loaning 
money at a rate two per-
cent higher than the bank 
rate, those who feared 
government assistance 
would “sew up the private 
purse of charity”, and 
those who argued the 
residents would waste the 
money. Meanwhile Que-
bec had already provided 

a cash grant to victims. 
Finally in January 1871 
Ontario succumbed to 
public pressure and 
agreed to a special grant 
of $25,000 to the suffer-
ers. 
 
This is but one the most 
interesting stories in the 
book Voices of Pike Lake. 
A copy of the book can be 
purchased from Kay 
Rogers, RR # 3, Pike 

Lake. 
 

If you are interested in 
further reading about this 
natural disaster, the book, 
The Ottawa Valley’s 
Great Fire of 1870 by 
Terrance M. Currie is 
available in the Perth Li-
brary. 
 
Betty McNichol 

Our water station is located on our dock area on the North Shore. As established by 
the RVCA the base level is 140 m above sea level. 
 
Water Levels 
Highest water level      May 1      140.768 meters 
Lowest water level       June 12   140.322 meters 
Spread from the highest to lowest point was .446 meters or 17.716 inches / 1.467 
feet 
Current level   Oct 18t     140.326 meters and falling 
 
Precipitation 
April   54 ml               May    102 ml        June          86 ml 
July    96 ml               August 56 ml        September 37 ml (away last 8 days /NR) 
Bob McNichol 

weather cooperated and 
this picture demonstrates 

Thanks to all who partici-
pated in the July 1st     
Flotilla. This year the 

that a good time was had 
by all.  

Read The Ottawa 
Valley’s Great Fire of 
1870, by Terrance M. 
Currie. 
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A FIRE PERMIT IS REQUIRED FOR ALL OPEN AIR BURNING 

• Fire permits are available free of charge at the Municipal Office or the 
Drummond North Elmsley Tay Valley Fire Rescue Administration Office. If 
you are unable to attend in person, please call the Township Office.  

• You are NOT required to obtain a new permit each calendar year. Once 
you have obtained a permit, EVERY TIME you wish to burn, you must call 
the Drummond North Elmsley Tay Valley Fire Rescue Administration Of-
fice at 613-267-2596 ext. 2.  

• Hours of burning: SUNRISE TO SUNSET ONLY (seven days a week) 

• Any person who deliberately sets a fire without a permit, fails to meet re-
quirements of the permit, or refuses to assist in controlling or extinguishing 
a fire, may be held liable for all costs.  The cost is $410.00 per hour for 
every vehicle that responds to the emergency. 

• Burn Barrels: A fire permit is required when using one. 

• Campfires: No fire permit is required if such burning consists of a small, 
confined fire supervised at all times, and is used to cook food.  

• Recommended guidelines for campfire pits: 

• Built of non-combustible material not less than 2.0 feet (0.6 m) above 
grade 

• Not greater than 3.0 feet (1.0 m) in diameter 
• Surrounded by non-combustible ground cover 
• A metal grate installed on top of the campfire pit 
• Flame height not greater than 3.0 feet (1.0 m) above grade 

ANNUAL COUNTY WIDE FIRE BAN 
No open air burning in Lanark Country from April 1st – May 15th  
 
(Reprinted from the Township Fire Information Brochure) 

Fire Burning Regulations 

Fire Services 

Drummond North Elmsley 
Tay Valley Fire Rescue 

Administration Office 

14 Sherbrooke St. E., Perth, 
ON K7H 1A2 
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BBD&E Station  

14 Sherbrooke St. E., Perth, 
ON K7H 1A2  

South Sherbrooke Station  

22110 Hwy. 7, Maberly, ON 
K0H 2B0  
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Black Lake Property Owners’ Association  
Mission and Objectives 

BLACK LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION — 
2012 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

As stated in the BLPOA Constitution, the Mission of the Association is to identify and maintain an interest in the 
issues of broad-based concern that may impact the value of owning property abutting Black Lake while at the 
same time promoting or undertaking activities that will help foster a community spirit. 

The objectives of the Association are: 

• To represent all Black Lake Property Owners. 

• To help preserve and/or enhance the quality of life for all residents of Black Lake by providing a forum to 
collectively discuss and, if possible, resolve issues of common concern. 

• To provide a unified voice in all matters pertaining to and directly affective Black Lake’s water, shoreline, 
watershed and adjacent lands. Issues of on-going interest include, but are not limited to: health of the en-
vironment; crime prevention; fire safety; road maintenance; safety in/on the water; noise/light pollution; 
and, development activity. 

• To monitor the activity of and liaise with the Township of Tay Valley, the Rideau Valley Conservation Au-
thority, government agencies and other lake associations, as appropriate to identify and/or comment on 
the potential impact of an issue or initiative on Association members. 

• To initiate and/or support activities that will facilitate members getting to know their neighbours and de-
velop a sense of community. 

 
Name: _________________________________________      Black Lake Phone Number: ____-____-__________ 
 
Black Lake Property Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address (if different than above): 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Email Address: _______________________________ _______________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone Number: ______-______-__________________ 
 
I’d prefer to receive the Newsletter via:  ___ Canada Post or  ___ Email 
Please mail this form along with payment of $25.00 made payable to: 

Black Lake Property Owner’s Association, P.O. Box 20006, Perth, Ontario, K7H 3M6 
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Financial Report 
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Black Lake Property Owner's Association
Income Statement

for the eight months ended October 31, 2011

YTD Dec 31/10
Actuals Actuals Variance %

Revenue
Paid Memberships  (2011 = 75, 2010 = 81) 2,000 2,025 (25) -1.2%
Donations - 40 (40) -100.0%
Newsletter Advertising - 25 (25) -100.0%
Clothing 141 130 11 8.5%
Interest Earned 12 30 (18) -59.5%
AGM 50/50 Draw 26 52 (27) -51.0%

2,178 2,302 (123) -5.3%

Expenses
Newsletters 95 410 (315) -76.8%
Postage 254 308 (54) -17.4%
Donations 200 157 43 27.5%
Insurance 0 - - -
Annual General Meeting 128 131 (3) -2.4%
Clothing 127 116 11 9.2%
Supplies 450 96 354 368.5%
Water Testing (550) 550 (1,100) -200.0%
Bank fees & Charges 21 32 (11) -35.1%

725 1,800 (1,075) -59.7%

Net Income (Loss) for the period 1,453 501 952 189.9%

Balance Sheet
as at October 31, 2011

Current Dec 31/10
Position Actuals Variance %

Cash 5,682 2,820 2,862 101.5%
Investments (current value) 8,759 10,779 (2,020) -18.7%
Accounts Receivable - - - -
Black Lake Clothing 596 284 311 209.5%

Total Assets 15,037 13,883 1,153 8.3%

Accounts Payable 457 557 (100) -18.0%
Unearned Membership Fees 325 525 (200) -38.1%
Unrealized Gain / (Loss) on Investment 2,202 2,202 - 0.0%

2,984 3,284 (300) -9.1%

Members Equity
Opening 10,599 10,098 501 5.0%
Net income (Loss) for the year 1,453 501 952 189.9%
Closing 12,053 10,599 1,453 13.7%

-
Total Liabilities 15,037 13,883 1,153 8.3%



Black Lake Contact Names 
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Black Lake Road     Tony and Jean Nichols: Jane and Grant O’Connor 

Peninsula Drive     Jaakkimainen  

Homestead Lane and Neighbours   Jonathon Hooper 

Starhill Road      George and Rosalee Fedak: Keith and Nancy Walsh 

Black Lake Route 11A     Monica Robidoux                                  

Tom’s Rock      Bob Pelletier 

Black Lake North Shore and Sunderland Lane  Sue Matte 

West Bay Drive     Caroly Gilchrist 

Black Lake Route 2     Betty McNichol 

Black Lake Route 11     Gail and Rick Lillico  

Black Lake Route 11C      Patricia McCourt 

Lake View      Brian and Nancy McGlade 

Hands Bay          Judy Hand 

Hands Drive      Bonnie Monker 

Loonie Lane      Raymond Faith 

Birch Grove      Brent Rutherford 

Island View      Bill Hughes 

 

Put your ad here!  

For $25 you can 
reach everyone  

on the lake! 
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