
Mississippi River Watershed – 2014/2015 

The Natural Edge Shoreline Naturalization Program 

Does your property have a Natural Edge? 
Shorelines are some of the most biodiverse plots of land on our earth and are, in all likelihood, the most complex 
ecosystems that many of us will ever come in contact with.  Habitat loss and degradation, water quality impairments, 
and increasing pressures from shoreline development can threaten the Mississippi River Watershed region, making it 
a priority for environmental stewardship and restoration.  The Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority in partnership 

with Centre for Sustainable Watersheds and Kashwakamk Lake Association, Canonto Lake Association, Mississippi Lakes 

Association and Patterson Lake Association through funding from EcoAction, invites shoreline property owners to 

participate in the Natural Edge shoreline naturalization program. 

Planting native vegetation, such as trees, shrubs, ground 
cover, grasses, aquatic plants and wildflowers is both 
beautiful and useful.  Native shoreline species have evolved 
specifically over many years to protect and stabilize your 
shoreline from erosion and contribute to the local ecosystem.  
Shorelines are the ribbon of life, providing habitat, including 
shelter and food, for over 90% of wildlife.  Restoring, 
protecting, and enhancing shorelines also contributes to 
improved water quality by filtering runoff.  

How can you get involved? 
Throughout the spring and summer, we’re offering free 
site visits for landowners within the Mississippi River 
Watershed.   
Following the site visit, project staff will create a 
customized planting plan indicating the recommended 
areas for planting and a list of suitable native tree, 
shrub and ground cover species.  If views of the water 
are what you love, then we will choose suitable low 
growing species to leave your view unobstructed.  We 
will work with you to create a plan that works for you!  

 

 

Contact us now to book a 
free site visit! 

 

Planting your shoreline 

Once you approve the planting plan and sign a 
stewardship agreement (indicating your commitment 
to reasonably care for your new plants), we will 
coordinate the ordering, delivery, and planting of all 
the plants on your shoreline.  We will provide all the 
tools, materials, and labour to complete the project.  
We invite landowners to participate in the planting, but 
it is optional and voluntary.   

All planting will occur in the spring of 
2015! 

This program is funded by EcoAction Canada.  To 
participate in this program, landowners are asked to 
contribute a small portion of the total project costs. The 
cost for each project varies depending on the size of the 
shoreline and the number of plants and materials used. 
Generally landowner contributions are under $ 500.00 

 
 

For more information contact: 
Courtney Allison,  
Centre for Sustainable Watersheds:  
613-264-1244 or email allison@watersheds.ca 


